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	March 14, 2003


Ira Ruskin, Member

City Council

City of Redwood City

1017 Middlefield Rd

Redwood City, CA  94063-1993

Dear Ira:

You asked if either the Regional Financing Authority (RFA), created under SB 1870, or the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA), now being organized under AB 2058, will have power to compel Redwood City to distribute recycled water or to require residents of Redwood City to use recycled water.

In my opinion, the answer is “no.”

The RFA has power only to issue revenue bonds and make the proceeds available to San Francisco to use in rebuilding the regional water system (SB 1870, Section 81658(a)).

BAWSCA may “encourage” communities to develop recycled water (AB 2058, Section 81301(d)), but it has no power to compel them to do so (whether they are members of BAWSCA or not).

And BAWSCA is specifically prohibited from even selling water at retail (AB 2058, Section 81448), so it could certainly not require residential retail customers to accept recycled water.

I hope this information is helpful to you.  If you have any other questions, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Ray McDevitt
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