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Effluent, humbug

By Art Ross, President of Beacon Shores HOA

Editor:

One has to admire Tom Cronin’s persistence as cheerleader for recycled effluent in Redwood Shores.  He is back with another “Guest Opinion” without acknowledgement of the errors in his first article.

In that article he touted use of gray water in order to give Redwood City a bigger reserve supply of water to keep us green in case of drought.  Now he lets us know that use of such water would permit “more housing and smart development.”  Follow this reasoning to its conclusion and we can see that using the saved water for more development will exhaust the savings and drain away the gains for drinking-standard water made by using the effluent.

So we will be back where we began this discussion, since it is unlikely that the city can take recycled effluent to private houses in the rest of the city.

I would prefer brown grass in a drought to having to put up with the unpleasant smell of treated sewage effluent on a permanent basis.

Mothers of young children would not wish to have them exposed if there is any chance of harm. I would like to know the source of Cronin’s blanket reassurance about the health.  By all means use the stuff on golf courses and boulevards but keep it off my lawn.
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