Redwood City Daily News    Sept. 17, 2002
Panel fields questions on recycled water Sept. 16 Public Info. Forum
By Melanie Carroll

To make the point that recycled water stinks, Tak Lee bottled up more than a gallon of the stuff and brought it to last night’s public information forum for City Council to smell.

With the help of a Chinese translator, Lee asked council if they had investigated why the water smells, as he told them during a council meeting on Aug. 26.  None of the council members had looked into the matter.

The plastic gallon containers of putrid-smelling recycled water got a chuckle from those gathered at the Sandpiper Community Center in Redwood Shores.  

Residents at the public forum weren’t allowed to comment, as laid out in the ground rules of the meeting.  Instead, 13 experts in a variety of related fields answered their questions.

“Have there been any lawsuits because of recycled water?”  Ray Wang of Redwood Shores asked the panel.

Stephen Volker, an environmental Lawyer, said that the Great Oaks Water Company, a water provider in San Jose, filed a suit against the city of San Jose because its recycled water-with high concentrations of toxic materials—was seeping into the ground water the company used.

“They determined that recycled water was likely to contaminate water for ground water,” Volker said.  “They were concerned they might have to close its wells.”

Next month, Redwood City’s council will consider a $36.8 million proposal to expand a pilot recycling program in Redwood Shore…


Last night’s panel—including pharmacists and dermatology professors—answered questions from the audience as a moderator called the participants to the microphone.  When the experts answered a young woman outlined the panel members’ responses on poster-sized paper.

“What if there are residents whose skin and bodies are sensitive to the drugs remained in recycled water?” said Christina Lai, a member of Harbor Court Homeowners Association, which voted against participating in the city’s pilot program earlier this year.  

Dr. Timothy Berger, a professor of clinical dermatology at the University of California at San Francisco, said that in Australia, recycled water likely caused a rare disease via a water-borne pathogen.  “Things can happen when you’re not expecting it.”  Berger said…

Redwood City’s council is slated to consider a mandatory connection ordinance along with the project proposal.  The ordinance would force large landscape irrigation and industrial users to use recycled water.

City staff maintains that recycled water is the wave of the future and a way to lessen dependence on a vulnerable water source…

