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Our First News Coverage on our recycled water concerns 

By Melanie Carroll 


The proposed $35 million water recycling project isn’t going over well with some Redwood Shores residents who think Redwood City’s plan could be harmful to plants, children and pets.


There’s not enough information to know if it’s safe enough, said shores resident Ray Wang. I think what we would like is more study and more outreach.


Last year, Redwood City started a pilot project in Redwood Shores using about 200,000 gallons of recycled water for landscaping each month. The city said it’s been a success and wants to expand the system which would include new piping in residential areas that treats and disinfects sewer water for use on lawns, trees and flowers.


Recycled water may not be for everyone, said Christina Lai, a member of the Harbor Court Homeowners Association, which voted against participating in the city’s pilot program back in May.

We have concerns about health in our community. Everyone has kids and it’s not drinkable. What if someone’s drinking it accidentally?   


City staff maintains that recycled water is the wave of the future and a way to lessen dependence on a vulnerable water source. 


I wish I could use recycled water where I live, said Peter Ingram, the city’s director of public works. It’s a much more responsible use of Hetch Hetchy water.


Hetch Hetchy water
Ingram said recycled water would save millions of gallons from the aging Hetch Hetchy Reservoir system water, which is fed by snow pack from the Sierra Nevada and controlled by the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission.


Horticulturist and Redwood shores resident Maureen Smith said she doesn’t want recycled water in her garden because it could harm her plants and would force everyone to have the same types of greenery.

Using recycled water would require us ultimately to have most of the plants replaced with things that are recycled water-friendly, Smith said. There are all kinds of problems with it. The salty recycled water could harm a number of plants, including azaleas and rhododendrons, Smith said.


However, the city has promised to replace any damaged plants, and Ingram said many plants actually grow better using recycled water. 


 At Monday’s meeting, council will hear an update on the project.  On Aug. 26, council is slated to consider a water recycling feasibility report. 

