	THE BIRTH OF JESUS

	 By Dave Sadonoja

	Duration:
	20 minutes
	

	Note:  
For this production, The Song ‘Away In a Manger’ will be played when Joseph and Mary settle in the stable, and ‘O Holy Night’ at the end of the play. 

	

	Scene one: outside the town
(Narrator enters)


	Narrator:
	“Hear ye, hear ye.  Caesar Augustus declares that there will be a census.  Everyone will be counted and must return to their native towns.  Let this be known to everyone!” 

	(Joseph and Mary (pregnant) enter)

Narrator:            Joseph and Mary knew they had to go to Bethlehem for the census.  The journey would be         tough due to Mary being heavy with child. They knew that the Lord would be with them.

	
	

	(Joseph and Mary pack up and start their journey. And walking over to the first inn, they knock at the door.  Innkeepers are behind doors.) 

	 
	

	1st Innkeeper:
	I am very sorry, but there is no more room here.  

	(Joseph and Mary walk over to the next inn, and knock at the door.) 

	 
	

	2nd Innkeeper:
	(Upon hearing knock)  “I am so sorry, if you are looking for a place to stay we are completely booked here.  Try next door.”

	 (Joseph and Mary walk to the next inn, and they barely get to the door when the 3rd Innkeeper comes out.)

	 
	

	Narrator:
	The 3rd innkeeper told the couple that all the town’s inns were full but he felt compassion for them.  He told them that they could stay in the stable out back of the inn.  Joseph knew his wife needed to rest so the stable would have to do.

	(The Innkeeper steps aside and leads Joseph and Mary to the stable, then Innkeepers exit)

	Scene two: a stable

	 
	

	Joseph:

	(Joseph helps Mary sit down on the floor and then begins to prepare a bed for them.)

	

	Narrator:
	 Mary was very tired and began to feel pains.  She knew the baby would be born soon.



	Scene three: a field

	 
	

	Narrator:
	“Meanwhile, some shepherds were tending their flocks at night when suddenly an angel appears right before them”

	 
	

	(Angels enter.  While angel is talking, Mary wraps a baby Jesus in cloths and lays Him in a trough.)

	 
	

	Narrator:
	And the Angel said “Behold, I bring goods news of a great joy.  For today, in the city of David there is born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the sign for you, you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."

	 
	

	Shepherd 1: 
	“Let’s go to Bethlehem”

	  
	

	Shepherd 2: 
	“Come on it’s a long journey.” 

	 
	

	Narrator: 
	“And so the shepherds, after hearing the angels went to visit the Baby.  Some time later, three Magi saw a bright star in the sky” 

	 
	

	(Magi enter.  Star is displayed)

	1st Magi
	(Pointing to the star) “Look, a star.  Look how bright it is!” 

	 
	

	(The other two Magi look towards the star) 

	2nd Magi:
	“It is the sign. The King of the Jews is born.”

	 
	

	3rd Magi: 
	“Let us go and worship Him.  Gifts, we need gifts!”

	 

Narrator:
	The Maji knew that the King of the Jews was born.  They decided on what gifts to bring.  One would bring gold, the other myrrh and the last Frankincense.

	 
	

	(The three Magi each place their gift into a treasure box.  Then Magi walk over to the stable while looking at the star.  Mary takes the child and holds him in her arms.)

	 
	

	Scene four: a stable

	 
	

	

	Narrator: 
	“And so the Magi found their King, by following the star.  And when they arrived, they bowed down and worshiped the King, and offered their gifts to him.

	 
	

	(The Magi place their gifts in front of Mary and then they bow down.)

	Narrator :

	“Glory to God in the Highest, And on earth peace among men.”


	 


THE END

