1. Introduction

2. Rights of God:

3. Rights of Parents:
a. You should not cause them any even if they commit any excesses. 

b. Respect and honor them in your speech and dealings with them. 

c. Obey them in permissible acts. 

d. If they are in need of money, assist them even if they are kafirs. 

e. The following rights are due to parents after their death: 
i. Continue making duas of forgiveness and mercy for them. Continue sending rewards to them in the form of optional acts of worship and charity on their behalf. 

ii. Meet their friends and relatives in a friendly way and also assist them wherever possible. 

iii. If you have the finances, fulfil their unpaid debts and the permissible bequests that they have made. 

iv. When they pass away, abstain from crying and wailing aloud or else their souls will be troubled. 

f. According to the Shariah, the rights of the paternal and maternal grandparents are similar to those of the parents and they should be regarded as such. 

g. Similarly, the rights of the maternal and paternal uncles and aunts are similar to those of the parents. This has been deduced from certain Ahadith. (Rasulullah sallallahu alayhi wa sallam said:  "The maternal aunt has the status of one’s mother." - Tirmidhi) 
4. Rights of Muslims:
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a. Overlook the faults of a Muslim. 

b. When he cries, have mercy on him. 

c. Conceal his shortcomings. 

d. Accept his excuses. 

e. Remove his difficulties. 

f. Always be good to him. 

g. Gaining his love is an accomplishment. 

h. Fulfil his promises. 

i. When he falls ill, visit him. 

j. When he passes away, make dua for him. 

k. Accept his invitation. 

l. Accept his gifts. 

m. When he shows kindness to you, show kindness to him in return. 

n. Be grateful for his favours upon you. 

o. Help and assist him at the time of need. 

p. Safeguard his family and children. 

q. Assist him in his work. 

r. Listen to his advice. 
s. Accept his intercession. 
t. Do not make him feel despondent over his ambitions. 
u. When he sneezes and says "Alhamdulillah", say "Yarhamukallah" in reply. 
v. If you find a lost item of his, return it to him. 
w. Reply to his greeting. 
x. When you converse with him, speak with humility and in a good manner. 

y. Be kind and friendly to him. 

z. When he takes an oath with regard to you, confident that you will fulfil it, then you must fulfil it. (For example, Zayd takes an oath that Amr never goes to the bazaar and he is confident that Amr will fulfil this oath of his, then Amr must ensure that he does not act contrary to it.) 

aa. If anyone oppresses him, go to his assistance. If he oppresses someone, prevent him. 

ab. Be friendly to him and do not antagonize him. 

ac. Do not disgrace him. 
ad. Whatever you like for yourself, like for him as well. 

ae. When you meet him, make salam to him. If a man shakes the hand of a man, and a woman shakes the hand of a woman, it will be even better. 

af. If a quarrel takes place between the two of you, do not cut-off speaking to him for more than three days. 

ag. Do not have evil thoughts of him. 

ah. Do not be jealous of him nor should you hate him. 

ai. Direct him towards good deeds and stop him from evil deeds. 

aj. Have mercy on the young and respect the elderly. 

ak. If there is a conflict between two Muslims, try and reconcile them. 

al. Do not speak ill of him. 

am. Do not cause him any loss; neither in his wealth nor in his honour. 
an. If he is sitting, do not make him get up and take his place. 
5. Rights of Traveling Companions

a. Just as a person has a neighbour at home, he also has a neighbour when travelling. That is, a travelling companion with whom you embark on a journey or coincidentally joins you during the course of the journey. The rights of such a person are similar to those of a neighbour. 

b. His rights can be summed up as follows:  give preference to his comfort over your own comfort. Some people display a lot of selfishness with regard to other travellers when travelling by train or other modes of public transportation. This is a very evil habit. 

6. Rights of Human beings (Muslim or Non-Muslim)

a. Do not cause financial or physical harm to innocent people. 

b. Do not argue with anyone without any valid Shar'i reason. 

c. If you find someone in problem, in poverty, or sick, help him, feed him, treat his sickness. 

d. When meting out punishment, do not transgress the limits in the different methods of punishment that have been laid down in the ShariAh. 

7. Rights of Neighbors:

a. Courtesy

b. Protection of honor of neighbors family, wife, and children

c. If neighbor is poor one should send food etc.  Open lines of communication

d. Do not cause neighbor harm. Don’t fight and argue over trivial matters

8. Rights of Animals:
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a. Do not trap an animal that has a purpose aside from feeding you 

b. An animal that can be used for consumption should not be killed for amusement

c. Take care to make proper arrangement of food, drink, rest, and care for animals you keep as pets or beasts of burden.

d. Do not impose any work on an animal that is beyond its capacity

e. NEVER beat an animal more than necessary or abuse it in any way

f. If an animal is to be slaughtered or killed on account of being harmful should be slaughtered or killed quickly. Do not cause it any agitation. Do not take its life after having starved it. 

g. It was narrated in the hadeeth from ‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “A woman was punished for a cat which she imprisoned until it died, and she entered Hell because of that. She did not feed it or give it water when she imprisoned it, and she did not leave it free to eat of the vermin of the earth.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 2236; Muslim, 2242). Al-Nawawi said: the apparent meaning of the hadeeth is that she went to Hell only because of this sin.
h. It was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar (may Allaah be pleased with him) that he entered upon Yahyaa ibn Sa’eed and one of Yahyaa’s sons had tied up a hen and was shooting at it. Ibn ‘Umar walked over to him and untied it, then he brought it and the boy and said, “Do not allow your boys to tie up birds in order to kill them, for I heard the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) forbidding the tying up of animals or other creatures in order to kill them.”
i. The manner in which Muslims slaughter animals for food is important to discuss here because the slaughter of an animal is to be done with the least pain possible for the animal, and in the name of God. The allowance of human beings to slaughter certain animals for food is one ordained by God and comes with strict rules regarding the careful procedure. When a Muslim slaughters an animal for food, it is done in the quickest and most painless way for the animal. The animal is placed in a comfortable position facing Qibla (the direction of prayer). When a Muslim makes his intention to slaughter an animal he must utter the name of Allah or say "Bismillah Allahu akbar'' (in the name of God, God is great). The slaughtering is to be done by cutting the throat of the animal with a sharp object. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "If the blood is drained (from the animal) and the name of Allah has been mentioned over it, you may eat of it.'' (Reported by al-Bukhari and others) When an animal is slaughtered by a Muslim following the correct procedure, the meat is considered "halal'' which means with God's blessings. "And do not eat of that over which the name of Allah has not been mentioned, for truly that is impiety....'' (6:121) 
9. Rights of Weak and Elderly: includes widows, orphans, cripple, travelers, beggars, refugees, etc.
a. Help financially if possible
b. Help with their tasks with your limbs

c. Console and comfort them

d. Fulfill their needs if you can

e. Advise and aid them politely on bettering their situation

10. Rights of Orphaned (in your care):

11. Rights of Wives:

12. Rights of Husbands:

13. Rights of Children:

JUST CLAY�A man was exploring caves by the seashore. In one of the caves he found a canvas bag with a bunch of hardened clay balls. It was like someone had rolled up clay and left them out in the sun to bake. They didn't look like much, but they intrigued the man so he took the bag out of the cave with him.  As he strolled along the beach, to pass the time, he would throw the clay balls one at a time out into the ocean as far as he could throw. He thought little about it until he dropped one of the balls and it cracked open on a rock.  Inside was a beautiful, precious stone. Excited the man started breaking open the remaining clay balls. Each contained a similar treasure. He found thousands of dollars worth of jewels in the 20 or so clay balls he had left, then it struck him. He had been on the beach a long time. He had thrown maybe 50 or 60 of the clay balls with their hidden treasure into the ocean waves. Instead of thousands of dollars in treasure, he could have taken home tens of thousands, but he just threw it away.�It's like that with people. We look at someone, maybe even ourselves, and we see the external clay vessel. It doesn't look like much from the outside. It isn't always beautiful or sparkling, so we discount it, we see that person as less important than someone more beautiful or stylish or well known or wealthy. But we have not taken the time to find the treasure hidden inside that person by Allah.�There is a treasure in each and every one of us. If we take the time to get to know that person, and if we ask Allah to show us that person the way He sees them, then the clay begins to peel away and the brilliant gem begins to shine forth.�May we not come to the end of our lives and find out that we have thrown away a fortune in friendships because the gems were hidden in bits of clay. May we see the people in this world as Allah sees them.








Nasiruddin and the Deer


Nasiruddin was the slave of a king, and very fond of hunting. One day he came across a very pretty baby deer and picked it up and rode away. The mother deer saw Nasiruddin take her baby and followed him anxiously. Nasiruddin, pleased with the baby dear, was thinking about presenting it to his children to play with. After a time, he chanced to look back and saw the mother deer following him, her expression full of grief. He noticed too that she did not seem to care about her own safety. Moved to pity, Nasiruddin set the baby deer free. The mother deer nuzzled and licked her baby fondly and the two deer leapt happily away into the forest. But many times the mother deer looked back at Nasiruddin, as if to express her thanks.�That night Nasiruddin dreamt that the revered Prophet (pbuh) was addressing him:�‘Nasiruddin, your name has been entered in the list of Allah, and you will one day have a kingdom. But remember that when you are king you will also have many responsibilities. Just as you have shown mercy to the deer today, you should be merciful to all Allah’s creatures. You should not forget your people by falling into a life of luxury.’�This dream came true and Nasiruddin did become king, Amir Nasiruddin Subaktagin, father of Sultan Muhammad.�The moral of the story is that if we wish Allah to be merciful to us, we must be eager to show mercy to all the living creatures of the earth.�When a flower blooms, its colour and scent first touch the garden near it, and then spread. In the same way, a Muslim’s acts of human kindness should first touch those nearest to him, his family and his neighbours.








