Evangelism of Rest





Philippians 2:1-11 (Moffatt Bible) So by all the stimulus of Christ, by every incentive of love, by all your participation in the Spirit, by all your affectionate tenderness, 2I pray you to give me the utter joy of knowing you are living in harmony, with the same feelings of love, with one heart and soul, 3never acting for private ends or from vanity, but humbly considering each other the better man, 4and each with an eye to the interests of others as well as to his own.  5Treat one another with the same spirit as you experience in Christ Jesus.  6Though he was divine by nature, he did not set store upon equality with God, 7but emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant; 8born in human guise and appearing in human form,


he humbly stooped in his obedience even to die, and to die upon the cross.  9Therefore God raised him high and conferred on him a Name above all names, 10so that before the Name of Jesus every knee should bend in heaven, on earth, and underneath the earth 11and every tongue confess that 'Jesus Christ is Lord,' to the glory of God the Father.


	As a congregation, the Messianic church of Philippi was divided by social class, racial background and religious background.  There were three different races, three different social ranks and the members may have been involved in three different religions,� before they came to understand Jesus is the Christ.  We know the congregation had Asian, Greek and Roman members.�  On socio-economic grounds, the church had people in business, a jailer and a slave.�


	Unfortunately, the church appears to have been threatened by disunity.�  The danger of divisions is present in every healthy church.  The greater the enthusiasm for God, the greater the danger.�  You see, when people who value their beliefs come in contact with other people who really value their beliefs, there is a tendency for them to collide!  A good thing, then becomes a bad thing.


	Verse 1.  Jesus is the stimulus for love.  He is the Extreme Motivation Force.  Because of Jesus, we love.  God’s love transforms us and changes us.  When we are touched by His love, we are made capable of truly loving others.


	Verse 2.  Paul encourages the Messianic believers at Philippi to live in harmony, with common feelings of love, "with one heart and soul."  Your Bible may translate this as "being like-minded."�  Having "one heart and soul" may more accurately convey the meaning.  You see Believers are not to be carbon-copies of each other.�  We can have different ways of living out the faith, different ways of serving God and minor doctrinal differences.�  The goal is not uniform thought, but sharing a desire to work together and to serve each other.�


	Good marriages have two minds, one heart.  The partners do not think alike, but they have one heart, because they share common goals.


	When we long to work together and to serve people, we have "one heart and soul."  When we share passion for serving the King of Kings we bound together by "one heart and soul."


	This helps explain Verse 3.  We are not to because of private ends or vanity.  When private ends, personal gain, is our motive, we cannot serve God, because we are serving ourselves.  Ambitious fighting for money, power or position keeps us from having "one heart and soul."  Satisfying vain ego needs takes our minds off the common goal, serving the Christ, serving humanity.


	That is why we are not just to think of ourselves.  We are to think of others.  We watch and protect not just our behinds, but the behinds of everybody around us.  Our own interests are not placed ahead of the interests of others.  They are equal to the interests of others.�


	Verse 3 says we are not to act in vanity.  In Greek, the meaning is "empty pride"� or "empty glorying."�  Paul is discussing people who are motivated by pride, without any reason to have pride!


	James Moffatt translates humbly.  Your Bible may use the term lowliness.�  Being humble or lowly does not mean abject "groveling."�  This is an "honest evaluation!"�


	When we honestly assess ourselves, we are able to respect and value others.  Here is how that works.  We go to the law.  And God humbles us.  In the mirror of the law, we see our human frailty, our weaknesses.  Then God shows us Calvary.  And we see we are weak and frail, but we are valuable to God.  He chose us!


	Because we understand our weakness and our value to God, we are able to love, to serve and to accept others, even when their culture, their life style, their sins or their belief systems frighten us.


	Through verse three, we see that right thinking helps produce right actions.�  Faulty thinking almost always produces wrong actions.  There is a type of counselling that looks at identifying and correcting faulty thinking.  When the thinking is corrected, emotions and behaviors change.


	Verse 5 challenges us to treat each other in the same spirit Jesus treats us.  We do that when we have the heart of Jesus as our heart, when His heart and our hearts are one, because we share His passion to serve and to save humanity.


	Verses 6 to 11 may have formed an early Messianic hymn.�  These verses clearly state Jesus' nature.  In Jesus, God took became human.�  Don't ask me how.  I am not bright enough to understand.


	And Jesus, one equal to God, did not cling to equality with God.  He emptied himself of his status and became a slave.  My Bible says servant.  But make no mistake.  This was before the days of cushy government jobs.  This was not a 9 to 5 civil servant's job.  Jesus became a slave for us - 24/7.  That is what the text meant to the people who first read and heard Paul's letter.


	Jesus carried that servant's role to the cross.  And to the grave.  Now, He is exalted.  He is above all others.  At the end of time, every knee will bend to Jesus.  And every and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.


	What does this text mean to us, here and now, about 2000 years after Jesus walked the streets of Jerusalem?  After 2 thousand years, the text is still relevant.  From this text, we learn a little about good leadership, humility and about heavenly peace.


These verses give us clues about leadership.  Good leaders are rarely anxious leaders!  They are able to wait for God to move, in His time.


	Experience has taught me to fear those who can hardly wait to get powerful positions.  They tend to be willing to do what ever it takes to gain power, even to the point of hurting people.  When people gain positions and influence before they are ready, they tend to abuse power, mistreat people or make serious mistakes.


	Ambrose was one of the great figures of the early church.�  He governed a Roman province with such love, people thought of him as a father.�


	The bishop of the area died.  A discussion took place as to who should replace the bishop.  A little child’s voice was heard through the discussion, “’Ambrose - bishop!  Ambrose - bishop!’  The entire crowd took up the cry.”�


	And how did Ambrose react?  He rose to the challenge!  Like every brave man of God, he ran like mad!  He fled by night.  The Emperor had to intervene and command Ambrose to become the bishop.�


	John Knox was called to ministry from the pulpit in St. Andrews church.  He related that he burst into tears and left for his chamber.�


	These men were powerful church figures and leaders.  God did wonderful things through them, precisely because they were not filled with selfish ambition.  God’s ambition was their ambition.


	Want to be a powerful leader.  Have only one heart and soul, Jesus’s heart and soul.  And you will be the powerful leader.  Because the Lord is leading through you, you will be an incredible leader.


The verses give us insights into humility and power.  In the Lord, humility equals true power.  In the world, power does not always equal humility.


	The source of humility is the Christ’s heart, in us.  We cannot be humble.  Humans just do not work that way!�


	We are like two year olds.  But instead of running around yelling, “No!”  we run around yelling, “See me!”  When I was a kid, I remember one of my cousins.  He would stand in the middle of the room and yell, “Me.“  We want attention, to be the center of life.  We want our way.  We want to stand on our own feet and do the things of God our way.  We want recognition, not being ignored.�  And that causes divisions in the church - too much of our way, not enough of God’s way.


	In church, the priority is others.  Jesus came from heaven to earth, for others.�  We go out into the mission field of our homes, of our communities, of the entire world, for others.  The focus of our lives changes, becomes God‘s focus.  And peace and unity results.


	None of this takes away from our value or our identity.  Jesus gave up the privileges of deity, not deity.�  As the King‘s kids, we do not give up our status when we serve others.  We remain sons and daughters of the King.  On a temporary basis, we give up some of the privileges of royalty to serve humanity.  That is what humility means - giving up the perks of royalty to bring the reality of royalty, Jesus, to others.


	The “philosophy of Christian living is summed up in one verse: Philippians 1:21 For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.“�  This does not mean we imitate Christ.�  Living a godly life does not come by imitating Jesus.  Paul is not talking about somehow mimicking the Christ.�  We do not imitate Jesus.  Paul is talking about impartation.�  That means the heart of Jesus is planted in us.  And that only comes by the Spirit of God.�


	Where the Spirit is, there is peace.  As God works through us, we rest - from the burden of ambition, from the burden of power and the burden of success.  But it is an active rest, a dynamic rest, a rest that changes those in whom we come on contact, an evangelism of rest.  So rest today and every day.


	Let’s pray.


	Blessed are You, Lord.  You rule our lives and give peace.  Give us one heart, Your heart.  Bind us together with Your heart.  Extend peace to us, a peace so powerful, it will win people to You.  Amen.
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