Bolts of Lightening	





Reflection on Terrorist Attacks:





	Last week, we were stunned.  The terrorist attacks in the United States were just too immense to imagine.  At times, it was a struggle to remain focused.


	We asked, “Why?”  Answers were given by some media pastors.  Two well-known media pastors gave very poor answers - possibly answers off the top of their heads, instead of well-thought out answers.  Their answers hurt the cause of the Messiah and wounded people.


	When people ask, “Why?” do not feel forced to give an answer.  Nobody really knows why.  A poorly considered answer can cause a lot of pain and can do a lot of damager.  Remember the first rule of ministry, do no harm.  Do not answer, if you do not know what to say.  Just listen and show you care.


	Where was God?  I do not know, but I think I saw the fringes of the Master’s garment under:


A firefighter’s, a policeman’s uniform.


A paramedic’s uniform, a surgeon‘s gown.


A nurse’s uniform, a clerical collar.


A grief counsellor’s suit, a construction worker’s hard hat.


A volunteer’s clothes.


	This week, many people are angry.  The magnitude is starting to settle into our hearts.  We cry out for justice.


	In our quest for judgment, we need to be sure we understand what the attack was, who the attack is against and the cause of the attack.  The cause of the attack is not Arabs.  Islam is not the reason for the attack.  People are using religion for personal and political gain.  At this time, our Arab and Islamic neighbors need our love.  They, like us, are scared.  Like us, they need to know the Lord cares.  You can help them do that.  And in the process, you might be able to point a few hearts toward Calvary, toward salvation through the Messiah.





Text:


Luke 10:17 - 20 (CEV) When the seventy-two followers returned, they were excited and said, "LORD, even the demons obeyed when we spoke in your name!" 18Jesus told them:  I saw Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 


19I have given you the power to trample on snakes and scorpions and to defeat the power of your enemy Satan. Nothing can harm you. 20But don't be happy because evil spirits obey you. Be happy that your names are written in heaven! 





Body:


	The background.  Jesus sent 70 disciples away.� The number could be 72 in your Bible.  The exact number varies from translation to translation.


	The number represents the number of nations in the world.�  Seventy nations are mentioned in Genesis Chapter 10.�  This number shows the gospel is intended for the entire world.�  This number also represents the number of elders Moses had.�  The first Moses took the children out of bondage in Egypt.  Jesus, the second Moses,� takes the people of God out of bondage to sin.  The 70 disciples might also represent the number of people in the Sanhedrin, people who should have been helping prepare the way for Jesus.�


	The seventy disciples were given instructions to go from home to home, praying for people, healing people and telling people the Kingdom of God is coming very soon.�  They were “ambassadors of peace.”�  Anybody announcing the Kingdom of God, through Jesus, is an ambassador of peace.


	The 70 men were specifically asked to go out and heal people.  That is slightly different than the commission Jesus left the church.�  Our mandate is related in Luke 24 and Matthew 28.  In both chapters, Jesus gives direction, gives mandate to the Messianic church.


	Luke 24:47-48 all people of every nation must be told in my name to turn to God, in order to be forgiven. So beginning in Jerusalem, 48you must tell everything that has happened. 


	Matthew 28:19-20 Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 20and teach them to do everything I have told you. I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.


	The mandate we have is to preach the gospel, to baptize and to make disciples.  While we pray for those who need healing, the main focus of our ministry is salvation, not healing.  We are to emphasize proclaiming the message, not performing miracles.�  The miracle of salvation is never to be placed in the back seat, to be overshadowed by other miracles.  In the church, salvation is to be the first priority, not healing.


	Verse 17 is where we started reading in Luke.  The 70 disciples returned.  Some translations say they returned with joy.  Happiness or joy are a sign of the beginning of the Kingdom of God.�  The disciples were really excited about what they had done in Jesus’ name.  You could even say they were positively radiant.�


	They were not told they would be able to cast demons out of people.  And they had cast demons out of people in Jesus’ name.  They probably did not expect to be able to cast out demons.�  No wonder the disciples were so happy.  They may have felt they shared in Jesus’ triumph over evil beings.�  Even worse, they might have felt they had power over demons.�  No wonder they were so excited!


	Verse 18.  Jesus responds to the disciples saying, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning.”


	There are several possible meanings.  Each interpretation of what Jesus said gives us meaning.


The first possible meaning - The Messiah’s disciples should not have been surprised they were able to cast out demons, because Jesus saw the chief of all demons thrown out of heaven.�


	We need not be surprised when miracles take place in church.  God had the power to cast Satan out of heaven.  And He is on our side!


�



Second, darkness is ending.  Jesus saw the forces of darkness and evil destroyed.�  Jesus broke the power of Satan.  The success of the 70 disciples over the demons proved that.�  “The dominion of Satan over humanity” was “at an end.”�


	We can see the light.  And the light we see is salvation through Jesus.  It is salvation that destroys the power of demons.


Third, this could be a warning against pride.  It was believed pride was the cause of Satan’s rebellion against God.  Jesus might have been warning the people against pride, because it caused Satan to be thrown out of heaven.�


Fourth, this points to the end of the world.  Jesus’ words might have been pointing forward to the end of the world.  Calvary signalled Satan’s defeat.  Satan’s being cast into the lake of fire naturally follows his defeat.�


	The last verse, verse 20 holds the key for this passage.  But don't be happy because evil spirits obey you. Be happy that your names are written in heaven! 


	This is the key verse, because Verse 20 puts everything in perspective.  It puts miracles, the end of the reign of sin over us, pride and the second coming in place.


	Miracles are put in place.  We believe God heals, that demons flee at His presence.  When people need healing, we pray for healing.  When people may need freedom from spiritual bondage, we pray for that.  The emphasis, at all times, is the Messiah and Him crucified.  That is why we do not spend a lot of money advertising special services for healing.  We believe healing is best practiced from within the framework of a gospel-oriented ministry. 


	Seeing people healed by God is wonderful.  Watching people obtain freedom from spiritual slavery is awesome.  On a scale of 0 to salvation, healing and the other marvellous displays of God’s power fade into virtual insignificance.  We are used to the flat prairie.  So we see a small hill, and we are impressed.  We get excited by the hill.  The hill of healing looks like nothing when we see the Mount Everest of salvation.  Salvation is so grand, nothing compares to it at all!


	Sin no longer reigns over us.  The proof is not miracles, but is salvation.  We are freed from the penalty of sin, death, and have eternal life.


	From Calvary, we can see the final victory.  It is only from the perspective of Calvary we can see sin destroyed, Satan destroyed.  Want to study end times events, start with Calvary and end with Calvary.


	Finally, the gospel is our source of pride, our source of happiness.  Being restored to health brings a lot of joy.  But that joy lasts a short period of time.  Eventually, barring the soon return of the Lord, we will all grow old, grow weak, grow sick and die.  Only salvation life lasts forever.  It will bring us joys forever.


	Jesus shared the disciples enthusiasm and joy.�  He deflated them, by reminding them of the real reason for enthusiasm.�  He set their priorities straight.�  The real reason for excitement, salvation.�


	Like the disciples, pastors have reason to celebrate the results of their ministry.  But we are not to celebrate the results of our ministry, just the fact that are names are written down in glory.�


	The gospel alone is our source of joy in spiritual things.  That understanding becomes more clear when we reflect a little on what it means to have our names written in heaven.


	Those who are written in the heavenly are allies of God, those that join God in opposition to the forces of evil.�  But we are allies, because of God’s work, not our work.  He chose us to be allies and He did all of the work for us.


	Our names are written down in heaven.  In Greek, the meaning is “written and they stay written.”�  This word was used for signing a will.� A will cannot be changed, once the person that wrote the will is dead!  Jesus wrote the will.  He died and rose again.  The will stands.  And you are named in the will.  Within Greek, there is a meaning that the names are written and “stands written.”�  We have the assurance of salvation.


	The Messiah’s disciples had “tremendous privileges.”  Many people before them would have longed to have those privileges.�  Today, we have wonderful privileges.  Those privileges flow from Calvary.  People all around us would love to have to privileges we enjoy.  Those privileges come from Calvary.  The most wonderful privilege is not signs and wonders.  The privileges are our own salvation.�


	That helps us understand Sir James Simpson.  He discovered chloroform could be used as a pain killer.  That was a significant medical discovery at the time.  Somebody asked James Simpson, “What do you regard as your greatest discovery?”  The expected answer was, “Chloroform.”  James Simpson answered, “My greatest discovery was that Jesus Christ is my Savior.”�





Prayer:





	Lord, give us joy through things that last, through the eternal.  As we work, as we study, as we serve You, as we bring eternal Healing to others, help us to take pride in salvation and only in salvation.  
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