PRESS RELEASE      3FEB2003
· THE CITY DAY REGATTA 2004
· MIKE PIKE TROPHY (BORNEO CHAMPION DINGHY HELM)

· BORNEO OPTIMIST CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY (TOP BORNEO UNDER 15 SAILOR)
Kinabalu Yacht Club played host to this year’s City Day Regatta 2004 held over the long weekend. The City Day Regatta, now in it’s 4th year is to commemorate the upgrade of Kota Kinabalu to City status and it’s importance as a “Yachting City.”
62 competitors from Sarawak, Brunei and Sabah took part, including one each from New Zealand and England and a pair from Japan. This year for the first time, more than twenty teachers from throughout Sabah officiated the event after a weekend seminar on Race Management organized jointly by the Education Department, Sabah Sailing Association and Kinabalu Yacht Club
The local and visiting sailors were not disappointed as the first day of racing off the waters of Tanjung Aru saw blustery winds of up to 15 knots giving the competitors a good adrenalin rush. At the International 470 course area where sailors were battling for the coveted Mike Pike Memorial Trophy, now in it’s 19th year, boats were seen going airborne as they sped over the waves.

A total of 6 races for every class, including the International 470 Class, the International 420 Class, and the Optimist Class.  Results were computed based on the best 5 races of the 6 held with the winner declared from the aggregate of points.
The Mike Pike Memorial Trophy eventually went to University students, Chia Ching Byn and Chia Tshen Yeaw. 1st runner up was Leonard Chin and Stephanie Wong and in 2nd runner up position, Godfrey Yin and Stella Mijol. The trophy is awarded to the top resident sailor of Borneo. 

In the International 420 event, the Kinabalu Yacht Club pair of  Chia Ching Lian and Ian Chinn won almost every race to win the City Day Regatta 420 trophy. Runner up was an KYC-SYC team ,Thomas Kong and Jeremy Chin. 2nd Runner up was Uzair Sawal and Robert Hastie from Piasau Boat Club, Miri.
In the fiercely fought Optimist Class (under 15 years ) 43 sailors from Borneo raced at a different course . Ultimately, La Salle Kota Kinabalu student  Adrian Chang proved , as 3rd ranked Malaysian sailor why he was the best in Borneo by scoring the best aggregate to win the Borneo Optimist Championship Trophy.
In second was Aaron Yin and in third, Dana Chinn, both from Kinabalu Yacht Club. All top three sailors are in the SUKMA training squad.
In Division B, Sandakan Yacht Club’s Mabel Lim upstaged many other experienced sailors to win in her under 13 age group showing that the east coast sailing development plan is gaining steam. 
Kinabalu Yacht Clubs’s Sara Low won the under 10 years C division and SYC’s Stella Ng won the Novice category. 
The City Day Regatta for the Sabah Optimist sailors is regarded by the Sabah Sailing Association as a ranking race and the sailor’s results will contribute to their chances of being selected for the State SUKMA team for the forthcoming SUKMA X Games  . Most SUKMA trainees came in within the elite top ten bracket and they will next fly to Langkawi for the Perdana Trophy Regatta for exposure.
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Details of results can be found in www.geocities.com/sabahsailing 

