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Near perfect sailing conditions rewarded the 60 sailors from Zambia, Sabah , Sarawak and Federal Territory of Labuan  who converged at the Tanjung Aru sea for the 6th City Day Regatta 2005 in Kota Kinabalu  . The excellent weather and consistently good winds made it a breeze to organize by the host, the Kinabalu Yacht Club. In fact pre race weather forecast from satellite infra-red pictures predicted rain for late Sunday or Monday but the event was spared from rain.
The City Day Regatta was first started in the year 2000 when Kota Kinabalu was elevated to city status.

The annual event is to celebrate the importance of the sea for residents of Kota Kinabalu and its significant role in the lives of the residents for leisure , sports and income.

This year some top sailors within Borneo took part and they comprise current and past National and Borneo champions. Among them, current National Champion Optimist sailor, Josephine Tan, Borneo Optimist Champion, Robin Tan, current Borneo Laser Champion Adrian Chang, as well as two past “Malaysian Girl sailor of the year” Sandra Yin and Sarah Bentota Heiwagei. Others were members of the The Majlis Sukan Labuan Sandakan Yacht Club, Sarawak Sailing Association, Sabah Sailing Association and host Kinabalu Yacht Club .

This was also the first time the technical committee headed by Christopher Chin, Vice Commodore of KYC and advisor, State coach Ahmad Yusoff Bin Said tried  a special 2 in 1 racing course for the multi-class fleet , thus reducing the need for more support boats . Normally two separate race  courses had to be run with separate technical groups in order to split the larger 470, 420 and Laser boats from the smaller Optimist dinghy fleet for safety reason. The new course was a tremendous success.
All eyes were on the Optimist fleet of 35 boats as it was the start of the selection process for the SUKMA 2006 team. Robin Tan showed  why he was Borneo Champion by posting a 4th, 2nd,1st,1st, 4th, 1st to win Gold. Runner up was current National Optimist Champion, Josephine Tan. The biggest surprise was Sarah Low, who only until last year was not even near top ten  and came in 3rd overall for the Bronze. She upstaged other more fancied SUKMA   trainees . Age wise , she is  qualified to sail up to year 2010.

Adrian Chang affirmed his Borneo Laser Champion title by putting aside past champion Johan Rivai  for 2nd and Leonard Chin for  3rd.

Sailors emeritus, Sandra Yin and Sarah Bentota teamed up in the 420 class and showed business by beating fellow KYC members Chia Ching Byn and Melissa Yong into 2nd place. Third was Sandakan Yacht Club’s Jeremy Chin /Aaron Yin.


In the 470 class , ex National sailor Angela Foo and Raphael Childs posted three 1st  and two 2nd  to collect the City day Regatta trophy. Rising talent, Kathy Chiu sailing with Chris Chin came in 2nd for silver and husband wife team of Mike and Nancy Hastie came in 3rd, sailing for Sandakan Yacht Club.


Windsurfing made a comeback with 8 entries . After 4 races , the winner was Captain Albert Chew , a MAS pilot who literally flew away from nearest rival Omar Baki Aliakbhar. Third place went to Calley Beamioh from Zambia . 


The Commodore of KYC George Bandusena gave away the top prizes and confirmed that KYC will host the Harvest festival Regatta and the Merdeka Regatta later this year .  






