Rebecca - Summary

Chapter 1

Maxim de Winter

An unknown narrator starts to tell us something about a place called Manderley. She tells us that no longer exists. Then she thinks about how she appeared to the other people after Rebecca. But she says nothing about this woman. She tells us how she met Maxim de Winter. With her employer, Mrs van Hopper, she stayed in a hotel and Maxim ate with them. Mrs van Hopper told her that Maxim’s wife had died last year. Maxim and the storyteller fell in love. They married and moved to Manderley.

Chapter 2

Manderley

When she first comes to Manderley, she feels very awkward, like a child on its first day at school. From the first time she meets Mrs Danvers she is afraid of her. Every time Mrs Danvers speaks to her, her voice is filled with scorn. Maxim is very distant. He doesn’t want to talk about Mrs Danvers and the past.

Chapter 3

The Cottage in the Bay

The storyteller remembers her first morning at Manderley. Maxim is working even before breakfast. He just tells her that his sister will come to meet his new wife.

On a walk Mrs de Winter meets Ben. He’s a foolish, old man who is digging for shells in the bay of Man​derley. He says some strange things about Rebecca. Because of these things the storyteller has a row with Maxim and realises that something must be wrong.

Chapter 4

The Shadow of Rebecca

She speaks to Frank Crawley, the caretaker of Manderley, about the boathouse in the bay and Rebecca. He tells her that Rebecca had drowned when she was sailing. To the question whether Rebecca was very beauti​ful, he answers that she was the most beautiful creature he ever saw in his life.

Chapter 5

Rebecca’s Room

After a second visit to the cottage and after getting home, Mrs de Winter meets Jack Favell, Rebecca’s cousin. He’s a drinker and it seems that he’s a friend of Mrs Danvers. He also seems to know Maxim quite well. When Favell has left the storyteller walks into Rebecca’s room. She’s surprised, because it looks as if it were used: flowers on the table, fresh sheets on the bed...

Chapter 6

The Fancy-Dress Dance

They decide to have a fancy-dress dance. Mrs Danvers advises the storyteller to copy one of the dresses on the pictures in the hall. When she walks down the stairs in this dress, Maxim stares at her and starts getting angry. It is the dress that Rebecca wore at a fancy-dress dance before, too. Mrs Danvers has made her look ruthless and evil.

Chapter 7

The Sunken Boat

The next day a ship gets stranded on the rocks of the bay. A diver who wants to see if anything’s broken discovers another sunken boat and recognises it as Rebecca’s. They find a body in it; Rebecca’s body. When Maxim learns this he collapses and tells his wife the whole truth about Rebecca. He never loved her. They only played a happy life. She was evil, greedy and dominant. He killed her because she had had a lot of af​fairs and she had blackmailed him. Maxim shot her in the cottage and drowned her with the boat in the bay. Nobody knows that.

The next morning Colonel Julyan comes but the de Winters don’t say anything about the real truth. Julyan surmises that Rebecca must have died very suddenly. He says that an inquiry will be held. It will be as short as possible. Frank wants Maxim to be calm at the inquiry. He acts as if he knew the truth.

Chapter 8

The Inquiry

On the day of the inquiry Maxim is calm but his wife’s hands are cold. James Tabb, the boatbuilder, tells the boat was perfectly alright when he last looked after it a year ago. Furthermore he says the holes in the ship were made by a pointed tool, on purpose. The last question Mrs de Winter hears before she faints is whether Maxim had a good relationship with his first wife.

Chapter 9

Favell Accuses Maxim

After coming back Maxim reports the inquiry believes that Rebecca has killed herself. Then Mr Favell comes. He alleges Rebecca and he were lovers. He possesses a piece of paper written by Rebecca before her death. She wanted to talk to him. For his silence about this note he wants two or three thousand pounds a year for life. But Maxim calls Colonel Julyan. In front of Julyan Favell accuses Maxim to have murdered his first wife. The Colonel wants a witness. Ben who may have seen the lovers is brought forward. But his statement is useless. Mrs Danvers can’t say anything either but she says that Rebecca wrote everything down in her agenda. And indeed, there is an entry of a man called Dr Baker. After telephoning for a long time they get the address and decide to drive to Dr Baker’s the next day.

Chapter 10

The Visit to Dr Baker

Driving a long time they finally find Dr Baker. At first he doesn’t know what they are talking about. A Mrs de Winter was never here, he tells them, just a Mrs Danvers - a false name. Then he reports Rebecca was ill, too ill to live longer than a few months.

Rebecca lied to him on purpose so as to be killed. It was her last joke - the best of them all, Maxim says on the way back to Manderley.

In the middle of the night Mrs and Mr de Winter see a red light in the sky. It’s not the sun rising. Maxim drives much faster. At the top of the hill they see the countryside of Manderley. Although the sky is black, the horizon is red, like blood. And the ashes blow towards them with the salt wind from the sea.

