Charlotte Brontë - Jane Eyre

Biography of Charlotte Brontë

Charlotte Brontë was born in 1816 in Thornton, England, as the third child of Reverend Patrick Brontë and his wife Maria. After her birth, three more children were born. The family consisted now of the parents, five daughters and one son. Soon after the last girl was born they moved from Thornton to Haworth.

Mrs. Brontë died in the following year. Mr. Brontë arranged, that the sister of his dead wife became a housekeeper, to replace the lost mother. But Mrs. Elisabeth Branwell wasn’t as warm and loving how she had to be.

Four years later, in 1824, the four eldest daughters of Reverend Brontë went to the Clergy Daughter’s School. There the two eldest children became ill, left school and died soon after. Understandably, Charlotte and her sister Emily were brought home.

When Charlotte was 15, she became a pupil of another school, but a year later she left it to teach her little sisters at home. She returned to school as a teacher in 1835, four years later. In this time, her sister Emily is at the same school, but she became homesick and returned to Haworth.

In the following years, Charlotte got different jobs as a governess, but she never stayed long in a family. She went back home, where she decided to open their own school with her two sister. Charlotte and Emily, the elder two, went to Brussels, where they wanted to study French, German and management. After a visit home, Emily stayed at home; Charlotte returned alone to the school. There she fell in love with Mr. Heger, the husband of Mrs. Heger for whom she was working.

She came home when she was twenty-eight years old.

The idea of opening a school failed, because the public wasn’t interested. So the three wrote poems under the pseudonyms of Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell. But their collection sold only two copies. Nevertheless Charlotte wrote her first story, called “The professor“, but it was rejected.

The next year brought the long desired success. With her novel “Jane Eyre“ she became with thirty years of age well-known. Her sisters wrote at the same time two novels, which both were published.

In 1848, two years later, Elisabeth Branwell, their aunt, died as an alcoholic and drug addicted. Emily died in the same year, Ann in the following.

Six years later, in 1854, Charlotte married Arthur Nicholls who came from Haworth like herself. Her father, who was becoming odd in his behaviour, didn’t agree to this marriage.

Charlotte died in 1855, one year after her marriage, with the age of thirty-nine, during pregnancy of a pneumonia.

You will see that the life of Charlotte Brontë is more than just a little bit similar with the life of the main person of her book “Jane Eyre”.

Summary of “Jane Eyre”

‘There was no possibility of taking a walk that day.’ That’s the beginning of the book “Jane Eyre”. Charlotte Brontë tells us a story using the first-person narrator. It could be a normal invented story, but it isn’t. It’s Jane who tells us her story of life, but it’s the story of Charlotte too. Charlotte is Jane, in a certain way.

Charlotte begins when Jane is a ten-years old orphan. She lives for nine years in the home of her uncle’s widow, Mrs. Reed of Gateshead Hall. She is unloved and unwanted and is vexed by the children of Mrs. Reed. She has never said a word to John, the eldest of her three cousins, who vexed her the most, but on that day with this ‘clouds so sombre’ and this ‘rain so penetrating’, she resists him. John turns the tables and Mrs. Reed decides to close her up in the ‘red room’, in the room where her husband has died. Jane sees strange visions and becomes ill. The doctor suggests Mrs. Reed to send Jane in a school.

At Lowood, the school which Jane is sent to, the conditions are poor. They get too little and too bad food. The teachers beat the children. So it isn’t very surprising as an epidemic of typhus here finds food. Many of the girls die, the best friend of Jane too. But after this very serious illness, the conditions changes and the school restarts under a kinder and better management.

Jane stays eight years at Lowood, six as a pupil and two as a very young teacher. She is just eighteen years old, when she decides to look for another job. As a governess at Thornfield, she is very welcomed by Mrs. Fairfax, the housekeeper. The real owner of this beautiful house is Mr. Rochester, but usually he’s not at home. Her job in Thornfield is to teach Adèle. She’s a seven or eight years old French girl. She is under the protection of Mr. Rochester, but he says she isn’t his daughter.

As Mr. Rochester comes home he wants to see his new employee. First he’s very impolite to Jane, but after a very long conversation he is impressed by her intelligence and personality. She has the courage to say the truth even when it seems to criticise Mr. Rochester.

A few days later, Jane and Mr. Rochester are in the garden and he tells her the story of Adèles mother. Her name is Celine Varens, a French opera-dancer. Mr. Rochester bought her a house, dresses and very much jewelry. He was fool of her, but she was unfaithful. He broke up the relationship. Later she disappeared and he had to take her little child with him.

In that night, Jane hears a suspicious noise from the bedroom of Mr. Rochester. As she looks, she smells the smoke. Jane can beat the fire and Mr. Rochester thanks her very, very friendly. She thinks, Grace Pool, an employee of him, a very strange woman living on the third floor, must have been the cause of the fire.

The next day, she hopes to see Mr. Rochester, but Mrs. Fairfax, the housekeeper, says her that he has gone away. He is at the house of a friend where a party is, with a lot a very pretty women. Disappointed, Jane is absent-minded and not concentrating. The reason: She has fallen in love with Mr. Rochester very deeply.

When she discovers this, she scolds herself.

Mr. Rochester announces his return with a lot of guests. One of these guests is Mrs. Blanche Ingram, a very pretty lady with whom Mr. Rochester is very friendly, maybe more than friendly. Jane has to join those parties which are following, but she observes Mr. Rochester and Mrs. Ingram with jealousy. The guests enjoy the dinner as a further man enters the house. He says his name is Mr. Mason and he is a very old friend of Mr. Rochester.

In this night, Jane and all the guests awake by a terrible scream which comes from the third floor. Mr. Rochester comforts the guests and asks Jane to help Mr. Mason who is very seriously wounded by a knife. Jane suspects that it was the knife of Grace Poole.

The next day, Mr. Mason isn’t there anymore and the guests don’t think anything about. Mr. Rochester presents Mrs. Ingram to Jane as his probable bride.

A few days later, Jane is called by her aunt Mrs. Reed who will die soon. Quickly Jane goes to her and is informed, that she has an uncle from Madeira. He has written a letter asking for news, years ago, but Mrs. Reed has answered that Jane died during the typhus epidemic at Lowood. Nevertheless, Jane forgives her so she can die in peace, but the woman doesn’t want to forgive her and dies with the old hate in her heart. After her death, Jane writes a letter to her unknown uncle.

At sunset on Midsummer, a fortnight later, Jane goes out to enjoy the beauty of the garden. She thinks she’s alone here, but Mr. Rochester has followed her. They discuss the future. Jane can’t hide her true feelings for Mr. Rochester, her jealousy of Mrs. Ingram. She tells him that she loves him, but she will go away because he will marry Mrs. Ingram. In a scene in the garden, Mr. Rochester asks Jane to marry him.

A month later, a day before the wedding day, an evil looking woman enters Jane’s room and tears the wedding veil in two. Mr. Rochester is shocked and tells Jane to lock the door.

The wedding ceremony begins. The priest speaks the traditional words and asks if someone want to protest that this wedding can’t be held.

Somebody wants to protest. It’s Mr. Briggs, a lawyer who says he has the proof of a previous marriage - to a woman called Bertha Mason. The proof is Mr. Mason himself, the man who was wounded in Thornfield during the party and who is the brother of Bertha Mason. He says the first Mrs. Rochester is still living in Thornfield Hall.

Mr. Rochester breaks off the wedding and returns with the whole party to his house and shows them his wife: a wild creature, totally crazy and mad, mentally ill, a lunatic. He has hidden her on the third floor under the care of Grace Poole.

Jane knows she has to make a decision. She leaves Mr. Rochester although she loves him more than ever before. With all her money she pays a coach which brings her away from Thornfield.

In Whitcross she tries to find a job, but nobody has one for her. She walks into the moor land and spends a few nights in the open. Hungry and unwashed she finds a small, isolated house on the edge of the moor land. First the housekeeper doesn’t want to let her in, but a man, who is coming, takes her in and gives her something to eat and to drink and puts her to bed.

Jane lies three days in the bed, ill and powerless. Then she stands up and makes friends with the two sisters who live in the moor house. She tells them, that her name is Jane Elliot, because she doesn’t want to be found. The brother, John, the man who took her in, is a reverend in Whitcross and not very much at home. She asks him to help her find a job. John promises her to find something. Meanwhile she should stay in the moor house.

On an evening a few weeks later, John calls Jane to tell her, that he has found a job. It’s the job of a teacher. He has - two years ago - opened a boys’ school in Whitcross and wants now to open a school for girls. Jane is very pleased with this job and begins immediately with the lessons.

She lives now in a room in the school and is visited by John. He knows that Elliot isn’t her true name but he doesn’t know her real name. Much later, he visits her and tells her a story of an orphan child. It’s the story of Jane herself. John has found out her real name and received a letter from a certain Mr. Briggs who has tried to locate her. She has been left the entire fortune of Mr. Eyre from Madeira, her uncle, the fortune of twenty thousand pounds. She asks why Mr. Briggs has written a letter to him. He tells her the whole story. Her uncle is his uncle too. The two sisters and John are the cousins of Jane. Now, Jane knows she’s no longer alone in the world, she has relations. The cousins hoped to inherit these twenty thousand pounds. Jane thinks twenty thousand pounds are enough to share it among four people and she does it.

John is not very happy with his job as reverend of Whitcross and wants to be a missionary in the east. Although he has promised to treat her like a sister, he asks her to come with him in the east, as his wife! She rejects because she then must give up all hope of Mr. Rochester.

Then she has a vision of Mr. Rochester. She hears his voice screaming ‘Jane, Jane, Jane!’. Immediately she leaves the moor house, her new sisters and John to go back to Thornfield. But Thornfield isn’t there anymore. The whole house has burned down. A man from the town tells her the story. A woman who is supposed to be the wife of Mr. Rochester has started the fire. All servants have been saved by Mr. Rochester, but he himself has lost a hand and his sight. Mrs. Rochester died. Mr. Rochester lives now with two servants in his house in Ferndean Manor, alone without wishing to see anyone.

When Jane arrives she sees Mr. Rochester, blind and almost helpless. He is overjoyed about her return but he thinks he is dreaming. The next day, when she is still there, he believes in the reality of Jane. Once again he asks her to marry him and without delay she answers ‘yes’.

At the end of the book, Jane describes her marriage after ten years as one of complete happiness and trust. After two years, Mr. Rochester recovers much of the sight in his better eye. When his firstborn son was put into his arms, he could see that the boy had inherited his own eyes as they once were - large, brilliant and black.
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