2007 AFL NATIONAL WOMEN'S CHAMPIONSHIPS CANBERRA 9-14 JULY
HOST CITY: Canberra


PARTICIPANTS: VIC WA VIC-U19s QLD ACT NSW SA ADF

WINNER: Victoria 


RUNNER UP: Western Australia

NATIONALS CHAMPION: Anna McIlroy [Vic]
SA STATE CHAMPION:

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STATE SQUAD: 

#1 Emily WOODS [EA]


#2 Cass HARTLEY [EA] VC
#3 Meg WILSDON [MP]

#4 Tess BAXTER [MP]

#5 Cheryl WILLS [EA] VC
#6 Sarah RUDD [EA]

#7 Linda MOUNSEY [MP] C
#8 Ashlee BRIDGE [EA]

#9 Mary RYAN [EA]

#10 Michelle O'BRIEN [MP]

#11 Mel ARNOLD [EA]

#12 Hannah JOHNSON [EA]
#14 Nancy TIDSWELL [GR]

#15 Amber COOPER [PA]

#16 Tammy SCOTT [MP]

#17 Jolande WINSON [MP]

#18 Jess OPENSHAW [EA]

#20 Karlee WALKER [EA]

#21 Danielle CRESP [EA]

#22 Narelle SMITH [EA]

#23 Renée DEARMAN [MP]

#24 Melissa CHADBOURNE [EA]

#25 Mel RUCHS [GR]

#32 Kristy RUDD [PA] 

EA = Woodville West Torrens   
GR = Greenacres
MP = Morphettville Park
PA = Port Adelaide

STATE COACH: Steve BAXTER

ASSISTANT COACH: Ian “Johnno” JOHNSON

TEAM MANAGER: Rebecca BOWERING

TRAINERS: Murray AMOS

RUNNERS: January JACKOWIAK, Gavin STRACHEN

SA GOALKICKERS
Michelle O'BRIEN
MP
3

Karlee WALKER
EA
2

Mel RUCHS
GR
2

Cass HARTLEY
EA
1

Meg WILSDON
MP
1

Mel ARNOLD
EA
1
TOTAL OF 10 GOALS

LADDER
	 
	2007 LADDER

	 
	SQUAD
	P
	W
	L
	F
	A
	PTS
	%

	1
	Victoria
	7
	7
	0
	465
	67
	28
	694.03%

	2
	Western Australia
	7
	6
	1
	238
	72
	24
	330.56%

	3
	Victoria U19's
	7
	4
	3
	239
	103
	16
	232.04%

	4
	Queensland
	7
	4
	3
	181
	150
	16
	120.67%

	5
	Australian Capital Territory
	7
	4
	3
	143
	161
	16
	88.82%

	6
	New South Wales
	7
	2
	5
	97
	256
	8
	37.89%

	7
	South Australia
	7
	1
	6
	85
	277
	4
	30.69%

	8
	Australian Defence Force
	7
	0
	6
	32
	386
	0
	8.29%


DAY 1, Monday 9 July

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5.6.36 defeated AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE 2.2.14
BEST SA: Jess Openshaw, Danielle Cresp, Michelle O’Brien, Hannah Johnson

GOALS SA: Michelle O’Brien 2, Cass Hartley, Mel Ruchs, Karlee Walker


Comments from the Nationals:  SA showed they would be a team to look out for with a comfortable win against the ADF team


DAY ONE of the AFL Women’s National Championships began with an opening ceremony at Parliament House with all players and officials in attendance. 

President of the ACTWAFL Melissa Backhouse and league patron Annette Ellis officially launched the championships before introducing guest speaker and legendary coach Tommy Hafey. Hafey spoke of the importance of camaraderie over the week and challenged all players to make the most of the championships.

It was then off to Manuka Oval for the first round of fixtures, with Western Australia taking on last year’s champions Victoria.

In a tight battle, Victoria got up in the last minute by a goal, but WA will certainly be happy with their performance and comeback to nearly snatch victory.

In the second match, Victoria Under-19s showed plenty of skill to easily account for the ACT while South Australia showed they will be a team to look out for with a comfortable win against the Australian Defence Force team.

In the final game on day one, Queensland was impressive against NSW with Aasta O’Connor kicking four goals to lead the goal-kicking ladder.

There were many great performers on the opening day with Daisy Pearce (Victorian Under-19s), Jess Openshaw (SA), Aasta O’Connor (Queensland), Shelley Matcham (WA) and Shannon McFerran (Victoria) leading the charge.
DAY 2, Tuesday 10 July
VICTORIA 12.7.79 defeated SOUTH AUSTRALIA 0.0.0


BEST SA: Karlee Walker, Mary Ryan, Hananh Johnson, Mel Chadbourne


Comments from the Nationals: The Vic senior side came out and thumped a disappointing SA outfit....
NEW SOUTH WALES 3.1.19 defeated SOUTH AUSTRALIA 2.5.17


BEST SA: Jess Openshaw, Danielle Cresp, Emily Woods, Renee Dearman
GOALS SA: Michelle O'Brien, Meg Wilsdon

Comments from the Nationals: SA and NSW battled in the closest game of the championships so far

DAY TWO saw the schedule move to the serene Australian Military College Ovals at Duntroon with icy conditions greeting players. Despite the cold, the sun was still shining and spirits were up with nine games scheduled.

In the first round, Queensland made light work of the Australian Defence Force with a host of tall players being too strong in the air for the ADF. Next, WA opened their account with a hard-fought victory against the ACT. At half time it was neck and neck with the ACT having the ascendancy in the early part of the second half but WA rallied late to put on two goals and take the points.

Out on the other oval, the Victoria Under-19s side, led by the brilliant Mo Hope (three goals) defeated NSW by 34 points.

After a short break, the Victorian senior side came out and thumped a disappointing SA outfit, with Jane Lange on fire up forward, kicking four goals. Back out on the RMCA Oval, WA made it two from two with an easy victory against the ADF, with Renae Campbell’s five goals proving the difference.

Next Queensland took on the Victorian Under-19s, which turned out to be the game of the championships so far. Neck and neck all game, the Queenslanders got home by seven points on the back of another superb game by Jess Pregelj. For the losing under-19s, Daisy Pearce was again prominent with numerous possessions from the wing.

South Australia and New South Wales then battled in the closest game of the championships so far. In the end NSW got over the line by two points to register their first win this week. To finish off, the Victorian Under-19s capped a pretty good day with a comprehensive victory against the Australian Defence Force.

The girls will certainly enjoy the rest day on Wednesday, July 11 after 13 games in the past two days.


Day 4, Thursday 12 July
AUST. CAPITAL TERRITORY 5.6.36 defeated SOUTH AUSTRALIA 0.0.0
BEST SA: Jess Openshaw, Karlee Walker, Mel Chadbourne, Cass Hartley
Comments from the Nationals: The ACT opened its account in the midday game after proving too strong up forward for the SA side

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 5.4.34 defeated SOUTH AUSTRALIA 2.0.12
BEST SA: Jess Openshaw, Mel Chadbourne, Hannah Johnson, Nancy Tidswell
GOALS SA: Karlee Walker; Mel Ruchs
Comments from the Nationals:  SA really took it up with WA, with only a few points in it at half time ... SA side a bit flat after injuries to numerous players starting to take its toll ... SA was strong early and scored two goals quickly. The WA girls worked hard to get back into the game
AFTER the rest day a thick fog descended over Canberra, forcing the schedule back an hour. When the fog lifted, Victoria and New South Wales had the unenviable task of kicking the frost off Manuka Oval while spectators rugged up for a big day of football.

The Victorians maintained their position on the top of the ladder with a 65-point victory over a gallant New South Wales. The second game of the day was a top of the table clash between Queensland and Western Australia. While close all game, the Sandgropers edged over the line with a superb goal to Loren Fricker late in the second half.

The ACT opened its account in the midday game after proving too strong up forward for the South Australian side. Highland and Broughton were impressive in the 36-point victory; with the SA side a bit flat after injuries to numerous players starting to take its toll. The next game saw NSW have a win over the luckless Australian Defence Force by 18 points. Jane Leyshon was best a field in a terrific individual performance.

Match of the day was the Victorian Seniors versus the Victorian U19s, which was a tough battle for the whole game. The seniors asserted themselves with physical pressure on the skilful U19s, who failed to capitalise on numerous forward entries. In a tense last half the seniors got over the line by five points despite a great individual effort by Mo Hope to kick all three goals for the U19s.

South Australia really took it up to the Western Australians, with only a few points in it at half time. From there WA ran out victors by 23 points, with Lauren Fricker performing well. In the final game of the day, the ACT caused the upset of the championships with a 14-point victory over their more fancied rivals Queensland. This makes the ladder very interesting with three or four teams still in the hunt behind the Victorian senior side.
Day 5, Friday 13 July
VICTORIA U19s 7.6.48 defeated SOUTH AUSTRALIA 0.1.1
BEST SA:  Amber Cooper, Cass Hartley, Renae Dearman, Cheryl Wills
QUEENSLAND 7.6 48 defeated SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1.1.7
BEST SA:  Karlee, Walker, Cass Hartley, Mel Arnold, Jess Openshaw
GOALS SA:  Mel Arnold
Comments from the Nationals: 
Day 6, Saturday 14 July
GRAND FINAL

VICTORIA 12.6.78 defeated WESTERN AUSTRALIA 4.3.27

Comments from the Nationals: Anna McIlroy [Vic] was named best on ground in the final.
Victoria wins 2007 AFL Women's National Championships


FROM www.afl.com.au-

A LARGE and enthusiastic crowd turned up to Manuka Oval in Canberra to witness what promised to be one of the most exciting AFL National Women’s Championship grand finals in years.

The crowd was not disappointed, with the ball moving up and down the ground in a skillful, fast attacking display of women’s football.

Victoria won convincingly in the end by 51 points after a tight first half.

The Big V defeated WA 12.6 (78) to 4.3 (27).

The Western Australians looked dangerous early with Jodie White, Deanne Coates and Angela Doyle dominating in the midfield, however, WA failed to exert any scoreboard pressure with the scores level at seven-points apiece at quarter-time.

In the second quarter, the Victorian midfield started to get on top, led brilliantly by veteran Debbie Lee.

Lee threw herself into every contest, providing plenty of opportunities for her teammates.

Meg Hutchins proved a handful for the WA defence and Victoria skipped away to a handy 16-point lead at the main break.

In the second half, WA failed to match the experience and class of its opponents.

Anna McIlroy, Natalie Wood, Jess Egan, and Lou Wotten led the Vics to a solid 51-point grand final victory.

Grand Final Results
Victoria 12.6 (78) d Western Australia 4.3 (27)

Best:
Victoria – Anna McIlroy, Debbie Lee, Natalie Wood, Jess Egan, Lou Wotten, Sarah Hammond, Kerryn Stephens.
Western Australia – Jodie White, Deanne Coates, Angela Doyle, Renae Campbell, Ashley Bentley, Danielle Fagents, Aimee Venn

Goals:
Victoria – Meg Hutchins 3, Nicole Brown, Julia Boyle 2, Jess Egan, Amanda Walsh, Sarah Hammond, Phoebe McWilliams, Anna McIIroy 1
Western Australia – Renae Campbell 2, Nikki Harwood, Loren Fricker 1 

ALL AUSTRALIAN 2007

COACH: Mark Muscat, Victorian U19 coach
PLAYERS:

From Victoria

1. Shannon McFerran 

2. Anna McIlroy

3. Lou Wotton

4. Meg Hutchins

5. Kerryn Stephens

6. Moana Hope 

7. Karen Paxman 

8. Penny Cula-Reid

9. Daisy Pearce

10. Steph Chiocci 
To be advised of the remainder of the team shortly.
RESULTS OF THE CHAMPIONSHIPS 2007 
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