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Course Description

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In this wide-ranging introduction to moral philosophy, we explore classical perspectives on the right and the good, contemporary theories of obligation, and a series of attempts to bring ethical theory to bear on matters of practical controversy.
Our readings and discussions should help us to gain insight into ourselves, our values and commitments, and the implications of our status as moral agents and as citizens. We will also work to improve our ability to articulate, critically assess and rationally defend our own convictions concerning moral and political questions. 
Reading are drawn from both classical and contemporary sources, and from both “Western” and “Eastern” traditions. The classes will include lectures, but also substantial discussion of the readings. Regular class attendance is crucial for success on the Final Examination.

Required Readings
1. James Rachels, The Right Thing to Do: Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy 

4th Edition (McGraw-Hill)
Available at the Bookstore
2.
Plato, Great Dialogues of Plato, trans. W.H.D. Rouse (Signet) 
Available at the Bookstore
3.
Other texts, on reserve at Huron Library
Grade Components
1. Pre-Essay Assignment

Worth 10% of final grade; due by beginning of class, 20 February, 2007; details t.b.a.
2. Major Essay

Worth 40% of final grade


Due no later than the beginning of class, 20 March, 2007; 2,000 words in length
3. Final Examination 
Worth 50% of final grade
Written as scheduled during the April exam period
Prerequisites
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  If you do not have the prerequisites for this course, and you do not have written special permission from your Dean to enroll in this course, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. (There are no prerequisites for this course.)
Academic Counseling TC \l1 "
Philosophy students requiring counseling about their program of study or related matters (e.g. appeals, letters of permission, special permission) should contact Dr. David Conter <dconter@uwo.ca>, Chair of the Department of Philosophy, in Room V131.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such.  Students who are in doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair, or the Dean’s Office, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the Huron College Library and at <http://www.huronuc.on.ca/pdf/FASSonPlagiarism.pdf>. 
In addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the Huron University College Library.  Information about these resources can be found at:  http://www.huronuc.ca/library/research_guides_and_handouts/
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com.
Statement on the Use of Technology in the Classroom  
It is not appropriate to use technology (such as, but not limited, to laptops, PDAs, cell phones) in the classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and is distracting to other 
students and to the instructor, and inhibits learning. Students are expected and required to respect the classroom environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic devices in class. 
Course-related Resources
The following web site directs students to resources related to this course:


http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Click “courses” to find information on this course, and click “resources” to get information on philosophy web sites, documenting sources in philosophy papers, etc.  A copy of the syllabus, and many of the handouts (if any) distributed in class, may be obtained from this site.

Tentative Schedule of Readings:
(This schedule is a guide to what we can expect to cover and when, but it is subject to change, depending on our needs as the course proceeds.)
January 9:  Introduction to the course
PART ONE: Thinking Critically About the Right and the Good
January 11: Plato, The Republic, Book I 
January 16: Plato, The Republic, Book I 

January 18: Plato, The Republic, Book II 

January 23: Plato, The Republic, Book II
January 25: Plato, The Apology
January 30: Plato, The Apology
February 1: Plato, The Crito 

February 6: Plato, The Crito; King, “Letter from Birmingham City Jail”
February 8: King, “Letter from Birmingham City Jail”
February 13: Mill, “Utilitarianism,” in Rachels, pp. 71-77; Nozick, “The Experience Machine,” in 

Rachels, pp. 262-264
February 15: Nyanasobhano, “In the Wilderness” (on reserve in Library); The Buddha,


“Discourse on Setting in Motion the Wheel of Dhamma” <geocities.com/s_j_darcy/translations>

February 20: The Buddha, “The Eight Worldly Conditions” <geocities.com/s_j_darcy/translations> 
February 22: The Buddha, “The Simile of the Saw”; “Discourse on Conditioned Arising”; 


“Discourse on Mindfulness of Breathing” <geocities.com/s_j_darcy/translations>
PART TWO: Theoretical Ethics – The Basics
March 6: Rachels, “A Short Introduction to Moral Philosophy,” in Rachels, pp. 1-19
March 8: Rachels, “A Short Introduction to Moral Philosophy,” in Rachels, pp. 1-19
March 13: Rachels, “Some Basic Points About Arguments,” in Rachels, pp. 20-28
PART THREE: Practical Ethics
March 15: Engel, Jr., “9/11 and Starvation,” in Rachels, pp. 135-137
March 20: Singer, “The Singer Solution to World Poverty,” in Rachels, pp. 138-144
March 22: Husack, “The Immorality of SUVs and Trucks,” in Rachels, pp. 190-203
March 27: Hill, “Preserving the Environment,” in Rachels, pp. 204-220
March 29: Singer, “All Animals Are Equal,” in Rachels, pp. 166-176
April 3: Machan, “Do Animals Have Rights?,” in Rachels, pp. 177-189
April 5: Okin, “Vulnerability by Marriage” (on reserve in Huron Library)
April 10: Okin, “Vulnerability by Marriage” (on reserve in Huron Library)
April 12: Exam preparation Q&A
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