
Huron University College
Department of Philosophy
Problems in Philosophy 475G
Derrida / Kristeva / Foucault
Professor: Steve D’Arcy 

E-mail Address: sdarcy@uwo.ca

Telephone: (519) 438-7224 ext. 606

Web Site: http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, from 12:30pm to 1:30pm (Huron A303)

Course Description


This seminar course explores recent European philosophy, with a focus on philosophy in France since the late 1960s.  Readings are drawn primarily from the work of three key figures: Jacques Derrida, Julia Kristeva, and Michel Foucault.  


In the first part of the course, we will explore Jacques Derrida’s project, which is, in brief, to show that discourses which rely on conceptual hierarchies (such as object and representation; speech and writing; original and copy) must somehow or other always have recourse to what they reject, namely a foundational role for what is supposedly secondary, marginal and unimportant.  Though this project – the “deconstruction of logocentrism” – has been called “dangerously irrational,” “nihilistic,” and “corrupting” by scandalized opponents, it has nevertheless turned Derrida into one of the most influential intellectuals of recent times.


In the second part of the course we will examine Julia Kristeva’s notion of “abjection” (roughly: the attempt to establish a solid sense of one’s identity by negatively identifying some other to be expelled as foreign) and the use she makes of this psychoanalytic concept to encourage a “Cosmopolitan” rethinking of the ethics of migration and nationalism.  


In the final part of the course we will turn our attention to Michel Foucault’s attempt to carry out a radical rethinking of the relation between how our society discovers and validates ‘the truth’ and how its leading institutions and authorities exercise power over individuals and populations.

Required Readings
1. Course Pack for Philosophy 475G (D’Arcy)
Available at InPrint (downstairs in the UCC; not in the Bookstore)
Grade Components
1. Major Essay

Worth 40% of final grade


Due no later than the beginning of the last class; between 2,000 & 3,000 words in length
2. Final Examination 
Worth 40% of final grade
Written as scheduled during the April exam period
3. Class Participation (including a brief in-class presentation)

Worth 20% of final grade

The participation grade is based on an overall assessment by the instructor, which will take into account attendance, pre-class preparation, quality of classroom contributions, and the effectiveness of a brief in-class presentation.  The presentation must include a one-page handout, distributed to the class. It will receive feedback, but no grade.

A Note on the Seminar Format

This course will be conducted as a seminar; it is not a lecture course.  This means that it has three features that lecture courses do not tend to have.  First, the role of the student is much more central in a seminar course, and the instructor is present simply as a co-learner, facilitating discussion but not dominating or substituting lectures for in-class dialogue among the students.  In other words, students are indispensable producers of the course content, not just consumers.  Second, it is crucial that students come to class prepared, by having read the material, underlined or otherwise noted important, interesting or difficult passages that can be taken up in the class discussion, and a willingness to share ideas, questions, or responses to the material.  And third, the class discussions will often be exploratory and open-ended, not always (or even usually) arriving at a definite set of conclusions but, on the contrary, typically raising more questions about the texts under consideration than we can even begin to answer.  Because student participation is so important, 20% of the final grade will be determined by a class participation mark assigned at the end of the term.
Prerequisites
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  If you do not have the prerequisites for this course, and you do not have written special permission from your Dean to enroll in this course, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Academic Counseling TC \l1 "
Philosophy students requiring counseling about their program of study or related matters (e.g. appeals, letters of permission, special permission) should contact Dr. David Conter <dconter@uwo.ca>, Chair of the Department of Philosophy, in Room V131.

A Note on Plagiarism
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such.  Students who are in doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair, or the Dean’s Office, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the Huron College Library and at <http://www.huronuc.on.ca/pdf/FASSonPlagiarism.pdf>. 
In addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the Huron University College Library.  Information about these resources can be found at:  http://www.huronuc.ca/library/research_guides_and_handouts/
Plagiarism detection software will be used in this course. Students will be required to submit their written work in electronic form.

Course-related Resources
The following web site directs students to resources related to this course:


http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Click “courses” to find information on this course, and click “resources” to get information on philosophy web sites, documenting sources in philosophy papers, etc.  A copy of the syllabus, and many of the handouts (if any) distributed in class, may be obtained from this site.

Tentative Schedule of Readings:
This schedule is a guide to what we can expect to cover and when, but it is subject to change, depending on our needs as the course proceeds.
January 8:  Introduction to themes, figures.
PART ONE: Jacques Derrida – The Deconstruction of Logocentrism
January 10: Derrida 
· Film: Derrida 
January 12: Derrida
· Film: Derrida
January 15: The Heideggerian Background – temporality and “presence”
· Reading: Heidegger, “Time and Being” [handout]
January 17: The Heideggerian Background – the “event” of granting/withdrawal
· Reading: Heidegger, “Time and Being” [handout]
January 19: What is “Deconstruction”?
· Reading: Derrida, “Letter to a Japanese Friend”
January 22: Speech, Writing, Metaphysics
· Reading: Derrida, “Of Grammatology”
January 24: Logocentrism
· Reading: Derrida, “Of Grammatology”
January 26: Signs and differance  
· Reading: Derrida, “Differance”
January 29: ‘Transcendental intertextuality’ 

· Reading: Derrida, “Differance”
January 31: J.L. Austin’s speech act theory
· Reading: http://www.sou.edu/English/Hedges/Sodashop/RCenter/Theory/People/austin.htm
February 2: Deconstructing speech act theory

· Reading: Derrida, “Signature Event Context”
February 5: Iterability
· Reading: Derrida, “Signature Event Context”
February 7: Inscriptions and recontextualizability
· Reading: Derrida, “Signature Event Context”
February 9: The politics of deconstruction
· Reading: Derrida, “Afterword: Toward an Ethics of Discussion”
February 12: The politics of deconstruction, continued
· Reading: Derrida, “Afterword: Toward an Ethics of Discussion”
PART TWO: Julia Kristeva – The Semanalysis of Abjection
February 14: Introducing Kristeva
· Reading: Kristeva, excerpt from Interviews
February 16: Gender, the semiotic and the symbolic
· Reading: Kristeva, excerpt from Interviews
February 19: The Headscarf Affair in France
· Reading: J. Graff, Duplaix, Tevanian, “Should France Ban Head Scarves?”

<http://www.time.com/time/europe/magazine/printout/0,13155,901040209-586181,00.html>
February 21: The Headscarf Affair in France, continued
· Reading: J. Graff, Duplaix, Tevanian, “Should France Ban Head Scarves?”

<http://www.time.com/time/europe/magazine/printout/0,13155,901040209-586181,00.html>
February 23: Abjection in a psychoanalytical context

· Reading: Kristeva, “Approaching Abjection”
March 5: Abjection in a political context: “abjective” racism
· Reading: Kristeva, “Approaching Abjection”
March 7: Abjection and the headscarf affair
· Reading: Kristeva, “Letter to Harlem Désir” 
March 9: Kristeva’s race politics
· Reading: Kristeva, “Letter to Harlem Désir” 
PART THREE: Michel Foucault – Genealogies of Subjection
March 12: Foucault’s historical nominalism: a first look
· Film: Foucault debates Chomsky on human nature
March 14: Foucault’s conception of critique
· Reading: Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?”
March 16: Foucault’s project of a critical “historical ontology”
· Reading: Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?”
March 19: The transformation of punishment
· Reading: Foucault, “The Body of the Condemned”
March 21: Power, knowledge and “the soul”
· Reading: Foucault, “The Body of the Condemned”
March 23: Is sexuality repressed today? Or the opposite?
· Reading: Foucault, “The Repressive Hypothesis”
March 26: The confessional technology
· Reading: Foucault, “The Repressive Hypothesis”
March 28: Bio-power
· Reading: Foucault, “The Right of Death and Power Over Life”
March 30: The irony of “sexual liberation”
· Reading: Foucault, “The Right of Death and Power Over Life”
April 2: Constructing human kinds – the “dangerous offender”
· Reading: Foucault, “About the Concept of the Dangerous Individual”
April 4: The politics of identification
· Reading: Foucault, “About the Concept of the Dangerous Individual”
April 9: The dynamics of power and knowledge

· Reading: Foucault, “The Subject and Power”
April 11: The dynamics of power and knowledge, continued
· Reading: Foucault, “The Subject and Power”
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