
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Huron University College
Department of Philosophy
Globalization and Theories of Justice

~ Philosophy 330F ~

Instructor: Steve D’Arcy 

E-mail Address: sdarcy@uwo.ca

Telephone: (519) 438-7224 ext. 606

Web Site: http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, from 1pm to 2pm (Huron, Room A303)

Course Description


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This course subjects globalization, as an economic, political and cultural phenomenon, to critical scrutiny, from the standpoint of various socio-political perspectives.  Topics considered include: climate change; free trade agreements; the concept of “humanitarian” warfare; the claim to universality in human rights discourse; and the ethics of militant protest to back demands for global justice.

Required Readings
1. David McNally, Another World is Possible: Globalization and Anti-Capitalism (Arbeiter Ring)

2. Peter Singer, One World: The Ethics of Globalization (Yale U. Press), 2nd Edition.

3. Course Pack, available at InPrint (downstairs in the UCC; not in the Bookstore)

4. Web-based readings available through the website:  http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy 

Grade Components
1. Midterm Test


Worth 20% of final grade


Written in class on October 20
2. Major Essay


Worth 30% of final grade


Due no later than the beginning of class, on November 17
3. Final Examination


Worth 40% of final grade


Written as scheduled during the December exam period

4. Participation

Worth 10% of final grade.  

Based on overall assessment by the instructor, taking attendance, pre-class preparation, and quality of classroom contributions into account.

A Note on the Format of the Course

This course will include both lecturing and very substantial in-class discussion.  This means that, compared to some lecture courses, the role of the student is more central.  The instructor is present mainly as a co-learner, facilitating discussion but not dominating or routinely substituting lectures for in-class dialogue among the students.  In other words, students are indispensable co-producers of the course content, not just consumers.  For this reason, it is crucial that students come to class prepared, by having read the material, underlined or otherwise noted important, interesting or difficult passages that can be taken up in the class discussion, and a willingness to share ideas, questions, or responses to the material.  Finally, because the focus of our interest is ethical rather than factual, the class discussions will often be exploratory and open-ended, not always (or even usually) arriving at a definite set of conclusions but, on the contrary, typically raising more questions about the texts under consideration than we can even begin to answer.  Because student participation is so important, 10% of the final grade will be determined by a class participation mark assigned at the end of the term.
Prerequisites
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  If you do not have the prerequisites for this course or written special permission from the Dean to enroll in this course, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

A Note on Plagiarism TC \l1 "
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such.  Students who are in doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair or the Dean, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the HUC Library and at http://www.huronuc.on.ca/plagiarism.pdf .  In addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the HUC Library   Information about these resources can be found at:  www.huronuc.on.ca/library&computing/styleguides.htm
Plagiarism detection software may be used in this course.  Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form.

Academic Counseling TC \l1 "
Philosophy students requiring counseling about their program of study or related matters (e.g. appeals, letters of permission, special permission) should contact Dr. David Conter <dconter@uwo.ca>, Chair of the Department of Philosophy, in Room V131.

Course-related Resources
The following web site directs students to resources related to this course:


http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Click “courses” to find information on this course, and click “resources” to get information on philosophy web sites, documenting sources in philosophy papers, etc.  A copy of the syllabus, and many of the handouts (if any) distributed in class, may be obtained from this site.

Tentative Schedule of Readings:
September 15:  Introduction to the course
PART ONE: Three Perspectives on Globalization
September 22: The Neoliberal Perspective: Resistance is Futile
Readings: Thomas Friedman, “The Golden Straightjacket” [Course Pack]; Susan George, “Short History of Neoliberalism”<www.globalexchange.org/campaigns/econ101/neoliberalism.html>

September 29: A Utilitarian-Reformist Perspective: Social Engineering from Above


Readings: Peter Singer, “A Changing World,” and “A Better World?” [Singer, One World, 


pp. 1-13, and pp. 196-201]

October 6: A Radical Anti-Capitalist Perspective: Revolt from Below

Readings: David McNally, “From the Mountains of Chiapas…,” and “Democracy Against


Capitalism” [McNally, pp. 13-27, and pp. 189-224 (especially 192-198)]
PART TWO: Global Environmental Justice

October 13: Enclosure of the Global Commons


Reading: David McNally, “The Invisible Hand is a Closed Fist” [McNally, Another World…, pp.


60-92; Vandana Shiva, “Water Rights: The State, the Market, the Community” [Course Pack] 

October 20: Consumption and Climate Change


Reading: Peter Singer, “One Atmosphere” [Singer, One World, pp. 14-50]


MID-TERM TEST, written at the start of class, and followed by a lecture

PART THREE: Global Economic Justice

October 27: The World Trade Organization


Reading: Peter Singer, “One Economy” [One World, pp. 51-105]; Michael Albert, “Q&A on


WTO, etc.” <http://www.zmag.org/ZMag/articles/jan2000albert.htm> [esp. “What are ten….”]
November 3: What is Freed by ‘Free Trade’?


Reading: David McNally, “Globalization: It’s Not About Free Trade” [McNally, Another


World…, pp. 29-56]

PART FOUR: Human Rights and “Humanitarian” Warfare 

November 10: “Humanitarian Intervention” or “Imperialist War”


Readings: Peter Singer, “One Law” [One World, pp. 120-149]; David McNally, “The Marines


Have Landed….” [Another World…, pp. 147-184]; Arundhati Roy, “The New American


Century” <www.commondreams.org/views04/0122-14.htm>

November 17: Claims to Universality in Human Rights Discourse, Pt. 1: The ‘Asian Values’ Debate 


Readings: Amartya Sen, “Culture & Human Rights” [Course Pack]; Tommy Koh, “Asian versus


European Values” 


<http://apollo4.bournemouth.ac.uk/si/tjolley/teaching_materials/ethics/asian_values.htm>

November 24: Claims to Universality in Human Rights Discourse, Pt. 2: Overlapping Consensus?


Readings: Charles Taylor, “Conditions of an Unforced Consensus on Human Rights” [Course


Pack]; Islamic Council, “Universal Islamic Declaration of Human Rights”


<http://www.alhewar.com/ISLAMDECL.html> 

PART FIVE: Oppression and Resistance 
December 1: Is Globalization Racist and Sexist?


Reading: David McNally, “The Colour of Money” [Another World…, pp. 96-139] 

December 8: Militant Protest and Global Justice


Reading: David McNally, “Freedom Song” [Another World…, pp. 229-267]; Naomi Klein,


“Farewell to the End of History” <http://www.yorku.ca/socreg/Klein.pdf>
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