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Professor: Dr. Steve D’Arcy 
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Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 11:30am to 12:30pm (Huron, Room A303)
Course Description

Moral philosophers engaged in normative ethical theory seek to articulate and justify systems of normative standards – for the assessment of action or of character – to guide our moral lives.  This course is an advanced study of normative ethical theories, such as utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics.  Before turning to leading contemporary formulations of these theoretical standpoints, we first examine various ways of pursuing ethical deliberation as a rational process.
Required Readings
1. Course readings are compiled in a Coursepack, available for purchase from InPrint, downstairs in the UCC (near the Bookstore).
Grade Components
1. Five Comment Sheets 

Each Comment Sheet is worth 10% of the final grade (for a total of 50%)

Each is to be single-spaced, and a maximum of one page in length (Times New 

Roman font, size 12, with standard one-inch margins)
These are to be submitted no later than the beginning of the first class in which 

the relevant reading is to be discussed.  Each Sheet should summarize the argument of the reading, and also offer critical commentary of some kind, indicating a thoughtful engagement with the material.
2. Final Examination


Worth 40% of final grade



Written as scheduled by the Registrar during the December examination period
3. Class Participation



Worth 10% of final grade

Based on overall assessment by the instructor, taking attendance, pre-class preparation, and quality of classroom contributions into account.
Prerequisite Information

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  If you do not have the prerequisites for this course or written special permission from the Dean to enroll in this course, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

A Note on Plagiarism
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such.  Students who are in doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair (Dr. Conter) or the Dean, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the HUC Library or at <http://www.huronuc.on.ca/pdf/FASSonPlagiarism.pdf>

In addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the HUC Library.  Information about these resources can be found at: <http://www.huronuc.ca/library/research_guides_and_handouts>.

· Plagiarism detection software will be used in this course.  Students will be required to submit their written work in electronic form.

Academic Counseling
Philosophy students registered at Huron who require counseling about their program of study should arrange to meet with Ms. Debbie Chadwick, Academic Counselor, and on related matters (e.g. appeals, letters of permission, special permission) should contact  Dr. D. Conter , Chair of the Department of Philosophy, Room V131, Huron University College <dconter@uwo.ca>. 
Course-related Resources
The following web site directs students to resources related to this course:


http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Click “courses” to find information on this course, and click “resources” to get information on philosophy web sites, documenting sources in philosophy papers, etc.  A copy of the syllabus, and many of the handouts (if any) distributed in class, may be obtained from this site.
Tentative Schedule of Readings:

7 September: Introduction to the Course
· Reading: Syllabus 
PART ONE: PRACTICAL REASON 
12 September: Three dimensions of practical reasoning
· Reading: Jürgen Habermas, “On the Pragmatic, the Ethical, and the Moral Employments of Practical Reason”
14 September: Three dimensions of practical reasoning (continued)
· Reading: Jürgen Habermas, “On the Pragmatic, the Ethical, and the Moral Employments of Practical Reason”

19 September: Are some ethical views rationally superior to others?
· Reading: Charles Taylor, “Explanation and Practical Reason”
21 September: Strong evaluation
· Reading: Charles Taylor, “Explanation and Practical Reason”
26 September: The prisoner’s dilemma 
· Reading: David Gauthier, “Why Contractarianism?”
28 September: A contractarian approach to practical reasoning
· Reading: David Gauthier, “Why Contractarianism?”
3 October: Universalization in ethics
· Reading: R.M. Hare, “A Moral Argument”
5 October: Universal Prescriptivism
· Reading: R.M. Hare, “A Moral Argument”
PART TWO: CONSEQUENTIALIST THEORIES

10 October: Act utilitarianism
· Reading: J.J.C. Smart, “Extreme and Restricted Utilitarianism”
12 October: Two kinds of rules
· Reading: John Rawls, “Two Concepts of Rules”
17 October: Rule utilitarianism
· Reading: John Rawls, “Two Concepts of Rules”
19 October: Some influential criticisms of utilitarianism 
· Reading: Bernard Williams, “A Critique of Utilitarianism”
PART THREE: DEONTOLOGICAL THEORIES

24 October: What is deontological ethics?
· Reading: Nancy Ann Davis, “Contemporary Deontology”
26 October: The trolley problem thought-experiment 
· Reading: Judith Jarvis Thomson, “The Trolley Problem”
31 October: The basis for deontological constraints
· Reading: Thomas Nagel, “Personal Rights and Public Space”
2 November: The basis for deontological constraints, continued
· Reading: Thomas Nagel, “Personal Rights and Public Space”

7 November: Contractualism
· Reading: Thomas Scanlon, “Contractualism and Utilitarianism”
9 November: Contractualism (continued)
· Reading: Thomas Scanlon, “Contractualism and Utilitarianism”

14 November: Discourse ethics
· Reading: Jürgen Habermas, “A Genealogical Analysis of the Cognitive Content of Morality”
16 November: Discourse ethics (continued)
· Reading: Jürgen Habermas, “A Genealogical Analysis of the Cognitive Content of Morality”

PART FOUR: VIRTUE THEORIES

21 November: A return to Aristotle?
· Reading: Elizabeth Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy”
23 November: Neo-Aristotelian virtue ethics
· Reading: Martha Nussbaum, “Non-Relative Virtues: An Aristotelian Approach”
28 November: MacIntyre’s virtue ethics
· Reading: Alisdair MacIntyre, “The Nature of the Virtues”
30 November: MacIntyre’s virtue ethics (continued)
· Reading: Alisdair MacIntyre, “The Nature of the Virtues”

5 December:  Is there a distinctively female kind of ethics or ethical theory?
· Reading: Jean Grimshaw, “The Idea of a Female Ethic”; Annette C. Baier, “What Do Women Want in a Moral Theory?”
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