PHILOSOPHY 303F (section 550): Prof. S. D’Arcy

Notes on Comment Sheets:

1. Submission: Comment Sheets must be submitted electronically, via WebCT (see point 2, below), no later than the beginning of the class (2:30pm) in which the relevant reading is to be discussed for the first time.  That is, if we are discussing a certain text in two classes, you must submit your Comment Sheet on that reading by the beginning of the first of those two classes.  After that, it will not be accepted.  Work that cannot be submitted on time should just be discarded, since late submissions are simply not allowed, and cannot be accepted without compromising the fairness of the grading process.

2. WebCT:  You may access the course WebCT site through:  http://vista.uwo.ca .  Click “The University of Western Ontario,” and then login with your usual UWO username and password.  Then click on the course name: “PHILOSOP 303F 550 Fall 2006.”  From there you will be able to submit your Comment Sheets electronically.  Note that submissions will automatically be checked by Turnitin.com’s plagiarism detection software, at which point I will receive a report on each submission.  For further information on that, please see http://turnitin.uwo.ca/ 
3. Readings: You may choose which readings to write about.  Any five readings may be covered (one at a time), and none of them are mandatory, although all of them are relevant to the Final Examination.  Each Comment Sheet should focus on one reading, but you can certainly mention others for purposes of comparison.

4. Grades: A numerical grade, from ‘0’ to ‘10’ will be assigned to each Comment Sheet.  In essence, the standards are those familiar to students taking other essay courses in philosophy: clarity, originality, reading comprehension, sophistication, argumentation, and so on.  A grade of ‘9’ represents an ‘A+’; a grade of ‘8’ represents an ‘A’; a grade of ‘7’ represents a ‘B’; a grade of ‘6’ represents a ‘C’; and so on.  (A grade of ‘10’ would suggest that the submission is so good that a ‘bare A+’ does not do justice to it.)  Late submissions will receive no grade.  Only the first five (5) submissions (on time) from each student will be graded.  The grades will then be added together, to form a grade out of 50.  To this will be added the 10% participation and attendance grade and the 40% Final Examination grade.

5. Content: The content of the Comment Sheets may vary from submission to submission.  What is expected is two things: first, that there will be a certain amount of summary, indicating that the student understands the reading (in general, although it is obviously expected that understanding will increase after the relevant lectures); second, that there will be a certain amount of analysis and/or critical reflection, which displays the extent to which the student is thoughtfully engaged in trying to think about the material.  Indications of such thoughtful engagement may include: critical objections, practical applications, interesting comparisons, searching questions, and so on.  There are no requirements about the balance between summary and analysis/critical reflection, but it is your job to convey the extent of your sound comprehension of, and reflective engagement with, the assigned readings. 



[end]
