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Web Site: http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 11:30am to 12:30pm (Huron, Room A303)
Course Description

In this course we pursue an introductory study of contemporary (English-language) political philosophy.  By “introductory,” we will understand work done since the landmark publication in 1971 of John Rawls’s A Theory of Justice, which transformed the field.  Our emphasis will be on developing a clear understanding and a critical appreciation of the leading conceptions of social justice and the common good.  Among the traditions represented in our survey are the following: utilitarianism, egalitarian liberalism, libertarianism, communitarianism, Marxism, and feminism.  We will also devote substantial attention to recent work on the nature of democratic legitimacy, and the moral and political significance of multiculturalism. 

Required Readings
1. Except for occasional in-class handouts, the readings are drawn from: 

Kymlicka, Will. Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction. 2nd Edition.
Grade Components
1. Mid-Term test

Worth 15% of final grade


Written in class, on October 11
2. Major Essay


Worth 30% of final grade; 2,000 words



Due no later than the beginning of class, November 13
3. Final Examination


Worth 40% of final grade



Written as scheduled by the Registrar during the December exam period
4. Class Participation



Worth 15% of final grade

Based on an overall assessment by the instructor, taking into account attendance, pre-class preparation, quality of classroom contributions, and a brief class presentation.

Prerequisite Information
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  If you do not have the prerequisites for this course or written special permission from the Dean to enroll in this course, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

A Note on Plagiarism
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such.  Students who are in doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair (Dr. Conter) or the Dean, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the HUC Library or at <http://www.huronuc.on.ca/pdf/FASSonPlagiarism.pdf>

In addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the HUC Library.  Information about these resources can be found at: <http://www.huronuc.ca/library/research_guides_and_handouts>.

Plagiarism detection software will be used in this course.  Students will be required to submit their written work in electronic form.

Academic Counseling
Philosophy students registered at Huron who require counseling about their program of study should arrange to meet with Ms. Debbie Chadwick, Academic Counselor, and on related matters (e.g. appeals, letters of permission, special permission) should contact Dr. David Conter, Chair of the Department of Philosophy, Room V131, Huron University College <dconter@uwo.ca>. 
Course-related Resources
The following web site directs students to resources related to this course:


http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Click “courses” to find information on this course, and click “resources” to get information on philosophy web sites, documenting sources in philosophy papers, etc.  A copy of the syllabus, and many of the handouts (if any) distributed in class, may be obtained from this site.

Tentative Schedule of Readings:

8 September: Introduction to the Course
· Reading: Syllabus 

11 September: The egalitarian plateau
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 1-7
PART ONE: UTILITARIANISM

13 September: Defining ‘utility’
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 10-20
15 September: Maximizing utility
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 20-32
18 September: Arguments for utility maximization; the utilitarian conception of equality
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 32-48

PART TWO: LIBERALISM

20 September: Rawls and the contractualist project
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 53-57
22 September: The intuitive argument for liberal equality – the two principles 
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 57-60
25 September: The original position
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 60-67
27 September: Dworkin’s first critique of Rawls – natural v. social primary goods
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 67-72
29 September: Dworkin’s second critique of Rawls – subsidizing choices
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 72-75
2 October: Dworkin’s resource egalitarianism – lottery, insurance
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 75-83
4 October: Nozick’s intuitive argument for market libertarianism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 102-111

6 October: Capitalism and freedom
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 148-159
11 October: MID-TERM TEST
· Written in class, in the usual time and place.  No lecture on this day.
PART THREE: MARXISM

13 October: Film showing 
· Film: The Take (Dir. Avi Lewis; 2004)
16 October: Film showing 

· Film: The Take (Dir. Avi Lewis; 2004)

18 October: Introducing Marxism 
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 199-201; “Preface to the Contribution” and “Speech on the Anniversary of the ‘People’s Paper’,” both available on course web site. 

http://www.geocities.com/s_j_darcy/236.html
20 October: Exploitation 
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 176-87
23 October: Participatory economics
· Reading: Michael Albert, “Life After Capitalism – and Now, Too”

http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?ItemID=6417
25 October: Participatory economics, continued
· Reading: Michael Albert, “Life After Capitalism – and Now, Too”

http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?ItemID=6417

PART FOUR: COMMUNITARIANISM 

27 October: What is communitarianism?
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 208-220
30 October: Sandel’s critique of the “unencumbered self”
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 221-228
1 November: First liberal accommodation of communitarianism – political liberalism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 228-244
3 November: First liberal accommodation of communitarianism – political liberalism, continued

· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 228-244
6 November: Looking Taylor’s “social thesis”
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 244-261
8 November: Second liberal accommodation of communitarianism – liberal nationalism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 261-273
PART FIVE: CITIZENSHIP and MULTICULTURALISM

10 November: Civic virtue
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 284-289
13 November: Deliberative democracy
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 289-293
15 November: Aristotelian civic republicanism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 294-299
17 November: Instrumentalist civic republicanism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 299-312
20 November: Recognition and redistribution
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 327-236
22 November: Recognition and redistribution, continued

· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 327-236
24 November: Three stages of multiculturalism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 336-347
27 November: Five models of multiculturalism
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 348-365; pp. 368-70
PART SIX: FEMINISM

29 November: Equality and discrimination
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 377-386
1 December: Public and private
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 386-398
4 December: Care ethics
·  Reading: Kymlicka pp. 398-404
6 December: Justice and care
· Reading: Kymlicka pp. 404-420
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