
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Huron University College
Department of Philosophy
Introduction to Philosophy

~ Philosophy 020E ~

Instructor: Dr. Steve D’Arcy 

E-mail Address: sdarcy@uwo.ca

Telephone: (519) 438-7224 ext. 606

Web Site: http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 1:30pm to 2:30pm (Huron, Room A303)

Course Description
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In this survey course, we explore the discipline of philosophy by examining a wide range of its central questions.  Our readings and discussions should help us to gain insight into ourselves, our relationship to others, and our place in the world around us.  We will also work to improve our ability to articulate, critically assess and rationally defend our own convictions concerning these fundamental questions.  In the first term, we will focus our attention on ethics, legal philosophy, and the philosophy of education; in the second term, we will turn our attention to epistemology, metaphysics and the philosophy of mind.  Reading are drawn from both classical and contemporary sources, and from both “Western” and “Eastern” traditions.  The classes will include lectures, but also substantial discussion of the readings.  Regular class attendance is crucial for success on the mid-year (December) and final (April) examinations.

Required Readings
1. Plato, Great Dialogues of Plato, trans. W.H.D. Rouse (Signet). (Available in the Bookstore)

2. Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity (Available in the Bookstore)

3. Bhikkhu Thanissaro, tr., Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, version 1.6 or higher (available free on course web site)

4. Peg Tittle, ed. What If…: Collected Thought-Experiments in Philosophy. (Available in Bookstore) 
5. Course Pack, available at InPrint (downstairs in the UCC; not in the Bookstore)

6. Web-based readings available through the website:  http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy 

Grade Components
1. First Term Essay


Worth 25% of final grade; 1,600-2,000 words; due at the beginning of class on October 28
2. Mid-Year Examination


Worth 25% of final grade; written as scheduled during the December examination period
3. Second Term Essay


Worth 25% of final grade; 1,600-2,000 words; due at the beginning of class on February 20

4. Final Examination

Worth 25% of final grade; written as scheduled during the April examination period

Prerequisite Information
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites.  If you do not have the prerequisites for this course or written special permission from the Dean to enroll in this course, you will be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

A Note on Plagiarism
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such.  Students who are in doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair (Dr. Conter) or the Dean, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the HUC Library and at <http://www.uwo.ca/huron/handbook/FASSonPlagiarism.pdf>.  In addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the HUC Library   Information about these resources can be found at: <http://www.huronuc.ca/library/research_guides_and_handouts>.

Plagiarism detection software may be used in this course.  Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form.  (Portions of submitted papers may be checked by the Instructor, using plagiarism detection software, with or without electronic submission by students.)

Academic Counseling
Philosophy students registered at Huron who require counseling about their program of study should arrange to meet with Ms. Debbie Chadwick, Academic Counselor, and on related matters (e.g. appeals, letters of permission, special permission) should contact  Dr. D. Conter , Chair of the Department of Philosophy, Room V131, Huron University College <dconter@uwo.ca>. 
Course-related Resources
The following web site directs students to resources related to this course:


http://geocities.com/s_j_darcy

Click “courses” to find information on this course, and click “resources” to get information on philosophy web sites, documenting sources in philosophy papers, etc.  A copy of the syllabus, and many of the handouts (if any) distributed in class, may be obtained from this site.

A Note on Grades
The University of Western Ontario Senate has adopted a set of grade descriptors, which explain the meaning of grades assigned in all university courses:


A+ (90-100%): One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level


A (80-89%): Superior work, of exceptional quality


B (70-79%): Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory


C (60-69%): Competent work, meeting requirements


D (50-59%): Fair work, minimally acceptable


F (below 50%): Fail

Tentative Schedule of Readings:
First Term Schedule:

September 9:  Introduction to the course

September 12: A first look at the discipline of Philosophy
September 14: Introducing Plato – the character Socrates 
Reading: Plato, Republic, Bk. I, pp. 125-154 

September 16:
The dialogue form

Reading: Plato, Republic, Bk. I, pp. 125-154
September 19: What is justice? 


Reading: Plato, Republic, Bk. I, pp. 125-154
September 21:
What is justice?


Reading: Plato, Republic, Bk. I, pp. 125-154
September 23: The “ring of Gyges” story


Reading: Plato, Republic, Bk. II, pp. 155-182 
September 26: Philosopher-kings; education


Reading: Plato, Republic, Bk. II, pp. 155-182 
September 28: The accusations against Socrates


Reading: Plato, The Apology, pp. 423-446
September 30: Socrates’ defense


Reading: Plato, The Apology, pp. 423-446

October 3: Socrates’ defense


Reading: Plato, The Apology, pp. 423-446

October 5: Responding to an unjust legal decision


Reading: Plato, The Crito, pp. 447-459
October 7: Should we obey an unjust law?


Reading: Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter from Birmingham Jail [access via course web site]

October 12: Non-violent direct action


Reading: Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter from Birmingham Jail [access via course web site]
October 14: Two views of liberal education

Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 1-14
October 17: Socratic inquiry

Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 14-28
October 19: Socratism in education: the Stoics


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 28-35

October 21: Socratic reason and its enemies


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 35-49

October 24: Nature v. convention: cross-cultural comparison


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 50-56
October 26: The stoic ideal of the world citizen


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 56-67 

October 28: The descriptive vices: descriptive chauvinism and romanticism


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 113-130


» First term essay is due today, at the beginning of class «
October 31: The normative vices; “East” and “West” on freedom and individuality


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 130-139

November 2: “East” and “West” on freedom and individuality


Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 139-147

November 4: The history and legacy of the academic exclusion of women

Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 186-202

November 7: Indoctrination? 

Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 202-215
November 9: Indoctrination?; deformed preferences

Reading: Martha Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity, pp. 215-221

November 11: The Buddha’s life

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section one (a) through (d)

November 14: The Buddha’s life, continued

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section one (e) and (f)
November 16: Suffering

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section two (a)

November 18: Craving: attachment, avoidance, delusion


Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section two (b), (c)

November 21: Dependent Co-arising 

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section two (d) 
November 23: Not-self


Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section two (e)

November 25: The Nibbana ideal; the idea of pain without suffering

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section two (f) and (g)

November 28: The eightfold path

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section three (a) and (b)
November 30: The eightfold path, continued

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section three (a) and (b)

December 2: The first two levels of Buddhist ethics: prudence and restraint 


Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section four (a)

December 5: The third level of Buddhist ethics: selfless virtue


Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section four (a)
December 7: Kamma/karma

Reading: Selections from the Buddha’s Discourses, section four (b), (c)

Second Term Schedule:

January 9: Introducing metaphysics, epistemology, and the philosophy of mind

January 11: What is ‘social construction’?


Reading: Ian Hacking, “Why Ask What?” [Course Pack]

January 13: Constructionism and essentialism 


Reading: Ian Hacking, “Why Ask What?” [Course Pack] 

January 16: Interactive kinds


Reading: Ian Hacking, “Why Ask What?” [Course Pack] 
January 18: Social ontology 


Reading: John Searle, “Social Ontology: Some Basic Principles”

January 20: The “logical structure of society”


Reading: John Searle, “Social Ontology: Some Basic Principles”  

January 23: Status functions


Reading: John Searle, “Social Ontology: Some Basic Principles”  
January 25: Desire-independent reasons


Reading: John Searle, “Social Ontology: Some Basic Principles” 

January 27: Sociology of knowledge v. traditional epistemology


Reading: Patricia Hill Collins, “Toward an Afro-centric Feminist Epistemology” [Course Pack]  

January 30: Knowledge-validation processes


Reading: Patricia Hill Collins, “Toward an Afro-centric Feminist Epistemology” [Course Pack]  

February 1: Standpoint epistemology: Afro-centric feminist epistemology


Reading: Patricia Hill Collins, “Toward an Afro-centric Feminist Epistemology” [Course Pack]  
February 3: What is sexism?


Reading: Marilyn Frye, “Sexism” [Course Pack]

February 6: The “Pat” phenomenon 


Reading: Marilyn Frye, “Sexism” [Course Pack]

February 8: Gender, cultural training, and biology 


Reading: Marilyn Frye, “Sexism” [Course Pack]

February 10: The “sociobiology” project

Reading: George Boeree, “Sociobiology” <http://www.ship.edu/~cgboeree/sociobiology.html>
February 13: Criticisms of sociobiology


Reading: Roger Lancaster, “Sex and Race in the Long Shadow of the Human Genome Project” <http://raceandgenomics.ssrc.org/Lancaster/pf/> 
February 15: Introduction to thought experiments


Reading:  Dewey’s Finely Wrought Object (222), Ziff’s Eccentric and Peculiar Objects (224), Danto’s Randomly Generated Object (226), Moore’s Glass Flowers (228)

February 17: The force of thought experiments


Reading: Smart’s Deluded Sadist (152), Nozick’s Experience Machine (160)

February 20: Free will and determinism


Reading: Goldman’s book of life (22)


» Second term essay is due today, at the beginning of class «
February 22: Compatibilism v. incompatibilism


Reading: Taylor’s Ingenious Physiologist (26), Locke’s Voluntary Prisoner (16)
February 24: First-order and second-order desires


Reading: Frankfurt’s Willing Addict (24)
March 6: Subjectivity, objectivity and experience


Reading: Locke’s Inverted Spectrum (46), Nagel’s Bat (54), Jackson’s Mary, the Brilliant Color Scientist (64) 
March 8:  Physicalism


Reading: Leibniz’ s Machine (48), Kirk and Squires’s Zombies (52), Rorty’s Antipodeans (58) 

March 10: Functionalism 


Reading: Turing’s Game (50), Searle’s Chinese Room (60), Block’s Chinese Nation (56) 

March 13: What is it to be the same? 


Reading: Hobbes’s Ship of Theseus (68)  

March 15: Personal identity, memory, and responsibility 


Reading: Locke’s Prince and Cobbler (70), Leibniz’s King of China (74), Parfit’s Nobelist (218) 

March 17: Personal identity, memory, and responsibility, continued


Reading: Reid’s Brave Officer (72), Williams’s Charles and Guy Fawkes – and Robert (76) 

March 20: Mind, body, and personal identity 


Reading: Shoemaker’s Brownson (78), Williams Body Exchange/Mind Swap (80)

March 22: Personal continuity and personal identity 


Reading: Perry’s Divided Self (82), Price’s E. coli John (84)

March 24: Should we think in terms of personal identity? 


Reading: Parfit’s Fission (86), Parfit’s Teletransporter (88) 

March 27: Can we know anything?


Reading: Descartes’ Evil Demon (102), Russell’s Five Minute Hypothesis (104) 
March 29: The problem of induction 


Reading: Hume’s Constant Conjunction (114)

March 31: The ‘new’ problem of induction 


Reading: Goodman’s Grue (144)

April 3: The nature of knowledge: justified true belief?


Reading: Gettier’s Smith and Jones (120), Skyrms’s Pyromaniac (122) 
April 5: The causes of knowledge


Reading: Harman’s False Report (124), Goldman’s Barns (126), Bonjour’s Clairvoyants  (128)

April 7: Coherence; externalism


Reading: Plantinga’s Epistemically Inflexible Climber (130), Lehrer’s Mr. Truetemp (132) 

April 10: Review Q&A
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