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Monthly Event: Internet Shopping Tips and Movie Show
Saturday, December 18, 2004
1:30 - 4:00pm, Urbandale Public Library  
(1) Internet Shopping Tips and Tricks - How to get brand name product at a low price  
Featured speaker:  David Yuan and John Xu. 
Shopping season is coming. Do you have a long shopping list? We have prepared a small talk on internet shopping for you. We'll talk about how to get discount price and how to shop on internet safely (see following topics).  We will try to do live demo. So bring you last minute shopping list. 
( Major websites          

( Book shopping         

( Electronics
( Clothing                    

( Household items      

( Sports
( Travel: priceline, hotwire.com, orbitz.com       

( Payment security
( Virtual credit card number: 

     Citi card, discover card
( Site review: eopinions.com cnet.com 
                     

( Product review
( Independent review: eopinions.com               

( User review: 
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amazon.com
( How to get low price:
    Price comparison: www.addall.com <http://www.addall.com/> 
    Coupon: dealsea.com slickdeals.net ableshoppers.com  (google search)
    Credit card cash back
    Other cash back, such as     fatwallet.com  

    Rebate  
    Store membership card, such as staples card  
    Store price match  
    Credit card price match:  American express, citi diamond card
    Buy discount gift card  
    Seasonal shopping: black Friday
    Information site: fatwallet.com 
(2) Movie Show:  "2046", a Wang Jiawei's Film 

Year 2005 Events: 

Jan 15: Tax Forum at Urbandale Library
Feb 5: Chinese New Year Celebration – Cultural Show at Drake
Feb 12: Chinese New Year Celebration – Performance at DMACC Ankeny Campus 

March 19: China’s Business Forum including passport and visa applications 

April 16: Educational Forum 

May 7: Third Annual Iowa Asian Heritage Festival 
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2005 Iowa Chinese New Year Celebrations 

(Iowa Chinese Spring Festival)
Hosts

Chinese Association of Iowa

DMACC Ankeny Campus

Drake University

Program

Saturday, Feb 5th, Drake University, Des Moines

11:00-4:00pm: Chinese Cultural Show/Entertainment/Games/Children Activities
Photographic Art Exhibit, Food Demo, Tea Pot Exhibit and Tea Demo, Calligraphy Exhibit and Demo, Medicine, Painting Exhibit and Demo, Face Painting, Music and Entertainment, Chinese Knitting, Paper Cuts and Feng-shui.

12:00-1:00pm: Lunch
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1:00-3:00pm: Chinese Cultural Seminars

History, People, Languages, Tourism, Religions, Feng-shui, Music, Business and Market.

Saturday, Feb 12th, Auditorium in Building 6, DMACC, Ankeny

5:00-7:00pm: Reception and Cultural Displays

7:00-9:00pm: Performances

Budget

Performance costumes and setup: $2,500

Art design and decorations: $2,500

Publicity: $2,000

Cultural Exhibits: $3,000

Film and photography: $2,500

Total: $12,500

Chinese Association of Iowa will be responsible for $5,000 and is seeking sponsorship to make this event happen.
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Sponsor’s Benefits

$2,000 Gold Sponsor – Festival official sponsors and listed in the Festival brochure and poster.  One year free advertisement on web site, monthly newsletter, monthly event flyer, free booth at two annual events (Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival and Iowa Chinese New Year Celebration).  One free seminar.

$1,000 Silver Sponsor – Festival official sponsors and listed in the Festival brochure and poster.  One year free advertisement on web site, monthly newsletter, monthly event flyer, free booth at one of the annual events (Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival or Iowa Chinese New Year Celebration).

$500 Bronze Sponsor – Festival official sponsors and listed in the Festival brochure and poster. One year free advertisement on web site, free booth at one of the annual events (Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival or Iowa Chinese New Year Celebration).

$200 Participants - free booth at one annual event (Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival or Iowa Chinese New Year Celebration).

About Chinese Association of Iowa

The Chinese Association of Iowa was founded in 1987 in Des Moines, Iowa and is a community-based, member-focused, and non-profit 501(3)c organization.  CAI has made great strides in representing Chinese-Americans. It aims to promote cultural diversity and enrichment in the local community. 

The Chinese Association of Iowa mission statement is (S-P-O-R-T):

Support Chinese-Americans in the cultural, economic and social processes, and to exercise their rights by participating in domestic processes. 

Promote individuals, families, and business on issues of vital interest to the Chinese-Americans in the state of Iowa. 

Organize events to share and enjoy the commonality of experiences and to identify and celebrate the differences among Chinese- Americans. 

Represent the Chinese-American population in their common causes and ensure Chinese-American representation in the social, cultural and economic life of Iowa. Our Target is to serve as a bridge between Chinese-Americans and the larger community.

The Chinese Association of Iowa (CAI) organized more than 20 events and activities in Iowa last year. Among the most successful and the greatest in attendance were the first annual Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival held in September 13, 2003 at the DMACC West Campus where over 600 people attended; the second annual Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival held in September 18, 2004 at Capital Square where over 800 people attended; the first annual Iowa Chinese New Year Celebration held on January 24, 2004 at the DMACC Ankeny Campus, where over 1,200 people attended; and the Chinese Village at the first annual Iowa Asian Heritage Festival held on May 17, 2003 at Gray’s Lake, where 10,000 people attended and second annual Iowa Asian Heritage Festival held on May 22, 2003 at Gray’s Lake, where 20,000 people attended, and In addition, three Chinese art seminars, two Chinese writer's lectures and three photographic exhibitions were hosted.  We also hosted three job/career forums with together with Pioneer hi-bred International, Allied Insurance and Iowa Asian Alliance in Ames. These events were aimed at promoting diversity, cultural and economy in Iowa.   You may visit www.iowachinese.org for more information about our events and programs.

CAI will have a series of 2005 Chinese New Year celebrations across Iowa. To make it possible, your support is very important. Also, your generous contributions would be greatly appreciated.

Celebrations in Iowa

The Iowa Chinese New Year Celebration/Iowa Chinese Spring Festival is one of the two Iowa Chinese's largest festivals (the other one is the Iowa Chinese Mid-Autumn in September of the year) celebrating the diversity and appreciation of the Chinese culture. The mission of the Iowa Chinese Spring Festival is to provide the public with a family oriented event filled with learning through music, dance, food, children's activities, arts and cultural exhibits from various countries/regions in Asia where the Chinese culture is dominant. This event will emphasize the uniqueness of our culture by demonstrating that we are a diversity within a diversity.

The First Annual Iowa Chinese Spring Festival was held on January 24, 2003, at DMACC Ankeny Campus. This event was a setting which made Iowans aware of the positive aspects the Chinese brings to the community.  It served as a vehicle to unite various human service agencies, corporations, and other community entities that have tried to outreach to the Chinese community.  Local artists, and performers were able to show their talents. The festival was entertaining, cheerful, informative, and an enriching event that was enjoyed by nearly one thousand of participants regardless of age, race, ethnicity, creed, or gender. This event gave the Chinese community a sense of accomplishment and ethnic pride.

Games, food, sports demonstrations, exhibits, music and dance - all with a Chinese flavor - will be part of the events planned on Feb. 5, 11, and 12 2004 across Iowa.

The festival, expected to attract hundreds or thousands of visitors, is meant to highlight the contributions of Iowa Chinese cultures, and help make new Iowans feel welcome.

The festivities will include activities for children and adults, arts & crafts exhibit and sales booths, painting, calligraphy lessons/demonstration, music and performances. It will also include art and foods, the heart and soul of the Chinese heritage.

About Chinese New Year 

Of all the traditional Chinese festivals, the New Year was perhaps the most elaborate, colorful, and important. This was a time for the Chinese to congratulate each other and themselves on having passed through another year, a time to finish out the old, and to welcome in the new year. Common expressions heard at this time are: GUONIAN to have made it through the old year, and BAINIAN to congratulate the new year.

Turning Over a New Page: The Chinese New Year is celebrated on the first day of the First Moon of the lunar calendar. The corresponding date in the solar calendar varies from as early as January 21st to as late as February 19th. Chinese New Year, as the Western New Year, signified turning over a new page.  Socially, it was a time for family reunions, and for visiting friends and relatives. This holiday, more than any other Chinese holiday, stressed the importance of family ties. The Chinese New Year's Eve dinner gathering was among the most important family occasions of the year.

Des Moines Symphony News

Howard Shore, the Oscar-winning composer of “Lord of the Rings” is closing the Des Moines Symphony 2004-2005 season on May 14th and 15th 2005 at the Civic Center of Greater Des Moines.  He will conduct “The Lord of the Rings Symphony.”  If you are interested in purchasing a subscription, please call 280-4011 to request a season brochure or visit www.dmsymphony.org.  If you want to see the “Rings” concert, you’ll have to wait until August 8th, when single tickets go on sale.
Chinese Library 

Chinese Association of Iowa has teamed up with Urbandale Library to build up Iowa Chinese Library of Chinese books, audio and video in the library for public use. This library will become China/Chinese center in Des Moines to promote the Chinese culture. 

Approximately 100 books are now available for public use and more will come in the future. These books cover topics in economics, politics, history, literature including novels, Chinese art introduction and general introductions about local, provisional, regional governments and tourism attractions.  CAI will subscribe two Chinese magazines for the library starting in July.

CAI encourages its members and the public to fully utilize this Chinese collection.  If you have any questions, please contact tianxiang_ye@yahoo.com. 
Youth Award

The Chinese Association of Iowa is pleased to announce the establishment of a youth volunteer award for high school students in the near future.  For more information, please contact iowachinese@yahoo.com. 

2004 Events of the Chinese Association of Iowa (CAI) are sponsored by:

Meredith Corporation (www.meredith.com)
Ying Sa CPA & Associates (www.yingsacpa.com) 

CAI Announcement

If you haven't joined the IowaChinese Yahoo Group, this is your choice to act now or you will not receive any future announcements. Here are the simple steps that take less than a minute to complete.

1. Send a blank email to IowaChinese-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
2. You will soon receive an email asking you to reply in order to confirm.
3. You reply to the email, and that's it! Now you have joined our group email list
and will continue to receive our announcements in the future.
4. For people who want to be removed from the group, simply send a blank 
email to:
IowaChinese-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com, and your email will be deleted from 
the list.

Please let us know your questions and concerns.  We would be glad to help.

2004 CAI Membership Drive

Chinese Association of Iowa (CAI) is a membership organization.  CAI hosts monthly, quarterly, annually and special events, and Chinese library; these events and projects need your support.  The best support is to become a member of CAI.  We encourage you to become a member of the Chinese Association of Iowa ($25 per family and $10 individual) to support our mission of community services.

Chinese Association of Iowa

Membership Registration Form 2004

Please send your check to: Chinese Association of Iowa 1947 NW 152nd St. Clive, Iowa 50325, along with this form:

 (Cut out)
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I (We) would like to become a member (members) of the Chinese Association of Iowa (CAI) to support cultural diversity and promote Chinese culture in Iowa.





Today’s Date:			


Name:				





Family Member Name(s):


	





Contact Phone(s):





Mailing Address:








Contact Email(s):





Membership Fee (circle one):


Individual 			$10 


Family and Non-profit 


Organization 			$25


Business				$50


Suggestions/Comments:
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