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December 31, 2004 - Iowa's Asian leaders are working together to support victims of Sunday's earthquake and tsunamis in the Indian Ocean. The "Iowa Cares:  Asian Tsunami Disaster Fund" at Bankers Trust will provide Iowans with the opportunity to directly support relief efforts in a part of the world the Red Cross describes as reeling from an unprecedented natural disaster.

Cyndi Chen, See Rodari, Paul Shao, Swallow Yan, and other concerned Asian Iowans moved quickly to create a way to help those families and communities in need. 

"As we became aware of the magnitude of the disaster, we knew we had to do something to coordinate the compassion and caring of Iowans who want to help.  Our first order of business was to establish this fund" shared See Rodari, an Asian American leader whose family immigrated to Iowa from Thailand years ago.

"Iowans have a reputation and long tradition of giving to those in need," said Chen, a native of Taiwan who provides leadership in several Asian organizations.   In 1959, when Yamanashi was struck by a devastating typhoon, Iowa sent planeloads of aid, including Jersey cows, breeding hogs and 100,000 bushels of corn.  When we experienced the devastating floods of 1993, the generosity and caring was returned as

Yamanashi sent cash contributions to help Iowans in need.

Your contributions to Iowa Cares: Asian Tsunami Disaster Fund is tax-deductible. Checks can be dropped off at any Bankers Trust location or mailed to: 

Bankers Trust, East Branch

Attn: Iowa Cares:  Asian Tsunami Disaster Fund

150 E. Euclid Ave.

Des Moines, IA  50313

Contacts: 

Mr. See Rodari, Office (515) 245-2435, Mobile (515) 229-7755

srodari@bankerstrust.com 

Dr. Paul Shao, Office (515) 294-8244, Home (515) 292-3044 

pshao@iastate.edu 

Mr. Swallow Yan, Mobile (515) 988-0901

swallowxyan@yahoo.com 

Ms. Cyndi Chen, Mobile (515) 306-1736, Voicemail (515) 283-2388,

aaciowa@yahoo.com
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