[image: image1.png]THOMAS J. VILSACK OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR SALLY J. PEDERSON

GOVERNOR STATE CAPITOL LT. GOVERNOR
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319
515 281-5211
FAX 515-281-6611





For Immediate Release:



             For More Information:

Tuesday, October 5, 2004

                 
    
 Matt Paul 515-281-0173

Vilsack announces appointments to Commission on the Status of Asian and Pacific Islanders

DES MOINES – Governor Tom Vilsack and Lt. Governor Sally Pederson announced appointments today to the Commission on the Status of Iowans of Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage within the Department of Human Rights.  The Board was created by Senate File 2188, which the Governor signed into law on March 31, 2004.  The Board will consist of nine members, appointed by the Governor, who will serve four year staggered terms and must be confirmed by the Senate.

The duties of the Commission on the Status of Asian and Pacific Islanders will include: advising the Governor and the general assembly on issues confronting Asians and Pacific Islanders in Iowa, including the unique challenges facing non-English-speaking immigrants and refugees; making recommendations for any necessary administrative or legislative changes to ensure that Asians and Pacific Islanders have access to benefits and services provided to people in Iowa; serving as a conduit to state government for Asian and Pacific Islander organizations, and as a referral agency for Asians and Pacific Islanders to access state government services and programs; and supervising the development of an Asian and Pacific Islander trade primer, outlining customs, cultural traditions, business practices, and language usage, for use by Iowa exporters. 

The Board is composed of nine members: 

Thomas Baccam of Des Moines, Case Manager for Project Uplift with Employee and Family Resources; 

Cyndi Chen of Des Moines, Statistical Researcher with the State of Iowa Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services;

Ning Chia of Pella, Professor of History at Central College; 

Frank Osako of Cedar Rapids, Business Owner, Informatics, Inc.; 

Richard Park of Davenport, Marketing professional, John Deere;

Cecile Peralta of Fort Dodge, Volunteer with Blanden Memorial Art Museum; 

Rita Arora of Iowa City, Real Estate Broker with Prudential Partners Real Estate; 

Barry Thongvanh of Storm Lake, Pastor at Southeast Asian Community Christian Church; 

Lin Ly of Burlington, Owner of Unidad en la Amistad, Program Coordinator for Latino Children's Programs and Spanish/Vietnamese Interpreter;
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