Solutions: Ideas for promoting Senior Social Science subjects to junior students
· Have a FUTURES theme. “Futures perspective involves varied methodologies that aid the development of insights and knowledge about the past and present, leading to consideration of the consequences of personal and collective actions. The promotion of a futures perspective assists students to identify possible, probable and preferred individual and communal futures.” Design a Year 10 SOSE program to be written around a ‘FUTURES’ theme, for example Semester I could focus on ‘future Social Science disciplines’ that are offered in Year 11 at your school (Geography, Ancient History, Modern History, Economics, Study of Society, Legal Studies or Study of Religion). Semester II (Term III) could look at ‘FUTURE OPTIONS’ (subject selection, personal strengths, career goals) and Term IV could provide access to elective units, such as Study Skills for Year 11/12. Don’t forget that the Sose Optional Civics, Geography and History syllabuses are available and are designed, in part, to enable students to obtain a feel for senior level learning. Make sure you let students know that all the Senior Social Science subjects are as well resourced as possible, with teachers providing a range of text, audio-visual and computer based resources.  If possible, let students know that access to technology is a feature of the social sciences - with numerous learning experiences and assessment tasks being computer based. Let students know that the Social Science Department aims to provide relevant, interesting and challenging learning experiences directed by a team of highly professional and talented teachers.

Futures perspectives:       

· Taking Action in Sose: http://www.discover.tased.edu.au/sose/renewal.htm 

· Catholic Education Office: http://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/sose/Bringing_a_Futures_Perspective_to_SOSE.PPT 

· Aldridge State High School: http://www.aldridgeshs.eq.edu.au/sose/programs/sose/jsose1.htm
· General Tips for promoting the Social Sciences:

· Bring in teachers from each social science discipline to talk to Sose students about the benefits of studying particular senior subjects
· Make sure that students have the opportunity to talk to heads of departments and teachers of each subject. 
· Give students opportunities to look at books and materials used in particular senior social science subjects.

· Give Year 10 students the opportunity to talk to senior students who are already studying the subject they are interested in.

· Be enthusiastic about teaching Sose and thus inspire kids to be interested in continuing social education.  

· Give Subject Selection talks:

· Take advantage of School Exhibition Nights, when parents can be introduced to the advantages of studying Social Science subjects – no, they don’t have to do Maths B & C, Physics, Chemistry and Biology to get a good OP, get a good job, or get into University.

· In Year 10 students have to decide their future, not only for their senior schooling, but beyond into University or the workforce. Most schools have information days or evenings where teachers talk either one-on-one or to groups of students about the subjects they should be considering. The Social Science subjects are in competition with other subject branches so you need to be ready with the answers as to why students should consider the subjects you believe to be important. 

Here is an example of a Year 10 (2005) Subject Selection outline from Methodist Ladies College in Western Australia (http://www.mlc.wa.edu.au/view/2/20050609112353/) 
Timeline for Year 10 Subject Selection 

	June 6
	Decision Time handed out in Career Education (Week 6 & Week 7)

	June 20
	Year 11 & 12 Course Selection 2006 (yellow booklet) distributed during Tute time - subject selection form included

	July
	All students make appointments to meet with Counsellors early Term 3. Parents are welcome to attend these meetings.

	July 25
	P&F Forum on Courses of Study (of particular relevance to 8/9 parents as limited impact on Year 11 2006)

	July 26
	Year 10 Information Evening. Year 11 & 12 Course Selection Please complete the Year 11 & 12 Course Selection 2006 (yellow booklet) and bring along to the evening

	August 10
	Subject selection form and booklet returned to Student Services


Whichever school you end up teaching in should have a similar program for subject selection, make yourself aware of it, give talks to students in lunchtimes if you have to, but make sure you are keeping your Senior Social Science Subjects competitive.

To help you be ready to promote Senior Social Science subjects at the ‘drop of a hat’ we have gathered together a number of resources for you to use and access on a CD, On this CD we have also devised a whole Powerpoint presentation that you can use to explain the relevance of Social Science subjects to parents or students at anytime.

Here are some links that you may find handy in the meantime:

· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.mlc.wa.edu.au/upload/PDFs/Decision_Time_2005.pdf" 
Decision_Time_2005.pdf

· Education Queensland: Choosing a Subject: http://education.qld.gov.au/virtualschool/html/students/infohub/subject_choice.htm
· Choosing Senior Subjects: http://www.pimlicoshs.qld.edu.au/guidance/senior/choosing-senior-subjects.html 

· Choosing a Career: http://www.careersonline.com.au/disc/goals.html
·  My Future: Career Information Service: http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
·  Australian Job Guide: http://www.jobguide.dest.gov.au/ 

 

