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b
P Characteristics

Bilabial sounds. total closure is made using both
lips.
The soft palate is raised. /p/ is unvoiced and fortis.
/b/ is voiced and lenis.

en ,ppha–b, capca–inbin ,p…As in
age...bbca



d

t Characteristics
Alveolar sounds. Closure is made by the tongue
blade against the alveolar ridge. The soft palate is
raised.
/t/ is unvoiced and fortis. /d/ is voiced and lenis.

er...der , harttbu–d, hatha–odo ,t…As in



g

k Characteristics
Velar sounds. Closure is made by the back of the
tongue against the soft palate. /k/ is unvoiced and
fortis.
/g/ is voiced and lenis.

et ,get , forckpo–g, pickpi–otgot ,c…As in
ueue...q



dʒ

tʃ Characteristics
Palato-alveolar sounds. The tongue tip, blade and rims
close against the alveolar ridge and side teeth.
The front of the tongue is raised, and when the air is
released, there is audible friction. The soft palate is also
raised. /tʃ/ is unvoiced and fortis. /dʒ/ is voiced and
lenis.

er...gure ,larte , nadguj,church…As in



v

f Characteristics
Labio-dental sounds. The lower lip makes light
contact with the upper teeth. /f/ is unvoiced and
fortis.
/v/ is voiced and lenis.
As in … fan , van – hoof , hooves , rough , cover
, phase , above...



ð

θ Characteristics
Dental sounds. The tongue tip makes light contact
with the back of the top, front teeth. Or, tongue tip
may protrude between upper and lower teeth. The
soft palate is raised. /θ/ is unvoiced and fortis. /ð/ is
voiced and lenis

ematics ,the , math, bathe , bathink,th…As in
er..thfa



z

s Characteristics
Alveolar sounds. The tongue blade makes light
contact with the alveolar ridge. The soft palate is
raised. /s/ is unvoiced and fortis. /z/ is voiced and
lenis

y..zy , lace , is, thesoo , thiz-ues…As in



ʒ

ʃ Characteristics
Palato-alveolar sounds. The tongue blade makes light
contact with the alveolar ridge, and the front of the
tongue is raised. The soft palate is raised. /ʃ/ is unvoiced
and fortis. /ʒ/ is voiced and lenis.

ure...son , meatie , nag, beishe , fish…As in
/ʒ/ does not occur as an initial sound in English, and is
rare as a final sound.



h

Characteristics
A glottal sound. Air passes from the lungs through
the open glottis, causing audible friction. Tongue and
lips position is that of the following vowel sound.
The soft palate is raised. /h/ is unvoiced.

…indhello , beh…As in
/h/ does not occur as a final sound.



m

Characteristics
A bilabial sound. Total closure is made by both lips. If
followed by /f/ or /v/, the closure may be labio-dental. The
soft palate is lowered, and air passes out through the nasal
cavity. /m/ is voiced, but may be devoiced, after /s/ for
example (as in smart)

…eram, camore , room…As in



n

Characteristics
An alveolar sound. The tongue blade closes against the
alveolar ridge, and the rims of the tongue against the side
teeth. If followed by /f/ or /v/, the closure may be labio-
dental, or bilabial if followed by /p/ or /b/.The soft palate
is lowered, and air passes out through the nasal cavity. /n/
is voiced, but may by devoicd, after /s/, for example (as in
snow).

…ownfant , kn, ino , on…As in



ŋ

Characteristics
A velar sound. The back of the tongue closes against the
soft palate. The closure is further forward if it follows on
from a front vowel (compare sing and bang). The soft
palate is lowered, and air passes out through the nasal
cavity. and air passes out through the nasal cavity. /ŋ/ is
voiced.

…ngingk , sin, singsi…As in
/ŋ/ does not occur as an initial sound.



l

Characteristics
A lateral sound. A partial closure is made by the blade of
the tongue against the alveolar ridge. Air is able to flow
around the sides of the tongue. The soft palate is raised. /l/
is voiced.

…ingll,pulive , pool…As in



r

Characteristics
A post-alveolar sound, as the tongue tip is held just behind
(not touching) the alveolar ridge. Back rims of tongue
touch upper molars. The soft palate is raised. /r/ is voiced.

…rty , cary , parred , bur…As in



j

Characteristics
A palatal semi-vowel. The tongue is in the position of a
close front vowels (similar to /I/). The soft palate is raised.
The sound glides quickly to the following vowel. /j/ is
voiced.

cate ,ueue , eduq,ewsual , fuoung ,yes ,y…As in
…itus

/j/ does not occur as a final sound.



w

Characteristics
A labio-velar semi-vowel. The tongue is in the position of a
close front vowels (similar to /ʊ/). The soft palate is raised.
The sound glides quickly to the following vowel. /w/ is
voiced.

…ayweat , hallwhet ,walk ,wood ,w…As in
/w/ does not occur as a final sound.
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