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The Weather Observation

Height of lowest cloud (h Code)

0
0 - 150 ft

1
150 - 300 ft

2
300 - 600 ft

3
600 - 1000 ft

4
1000 - 2000 ft

5
2000 - 3000 ft

6
3000 - 5000 ft

7
5000 - 6500 ft

8
6500 - 8000 ft

9
>8000 ft

Total Cloud Cover (N Code)

The total cloud cover is reported in Oktas (eighths of the celestial dome). Even a small amount of blue sky prevents reporting 8/8ths (i.e. full cover). Aircraft condensation trails count as cloud if present.

0
Nil

1
1 Okta

2
2 Oktas

3
3 Oktas

4
4Oktas

5
5 Oktas

6
6 Oktas

7
7 Oktas

8
8 Oktas

9
Sky invisible due to fog or smoke (but not darkness!).

/
Not Observed

Past Weather (W1 W2 Code)

The past weather is reported to amplify weather conditions. Any two may be selected which, in combination with Present Weather gives a complete a description as possible of the weather situation.  The period is 6 hours for Main hour obs and 3 hours for intermediate obs.

0
Cloud cover 4/8 or less throughout the period

1
Cloud cover 4/8 or less for part of the period and 5/8 or more for part of the period

2
Cloud cover 5/8 or more throughout the period

3
Sandstorm, Duststorm or Blowing Snow.

4
Past Fog (or thick haze with visibility less than 1000m).

5
Past Drizzle

6
Past Rain

7
Past Snow

8
Past Showers

9
Past Thundertorms (with or without ppn)
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