T.S. RYE MET PROFICIENCY


Terminology used in a shipping forecast
This is an extract form the Met offices Shipping Forecast.  Have a read through and see what parts you can understand.  Then, have a look at the terminology sheets and re-read the extract.

THE SHIPPING FORECAST ISSUED BY THE MET OFFICE
AT 1130 ON TUESDAY 13 MAY 2003

THERE IS A WARNING OF GALES IN FAIR ISLE

THE GENERAL SYNOPSIS AT 0700
LOW FAIR ISLE 999 MOVING SLOWLY SOUTHEAST, LOSING ITS IDENTITY. LOW
GERMAN BIGHT 1006 EXPECTED NORWAY 999 BY 0700 TOMORROW. HIGH WEST
FITZROY 1029 EXPECTED BISCAY 1025 BY SAME TIME

THE AREA FORECASTS FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS

VIKING NORTH UTSIRE
SOUTHERLY BECOMING CYCLONIC 4 OR 5, THEN NORTHWESTERLY 5 TO 7. RAIN OR SHOWERS. MODERATE OR GOOD 

SOUTH UTSIRE 

SOUTHERLY BECOMING CYCLONIC THEN NORTHWESTERLY 4 OR 5, OCCASIONALLY 6. SHOWERS. GOOD

FORTIES CROMARTY
SOUTHWEST VEERING NORTHWEST 4 OR 5 INCREASING 5 TO 7, PERHAPS GALE 8 LATER. RAIN OR SHOWERS. MODERATE OR GOOD

FORTH TYNE
WEST VEERING NORTHWEST 4 OR 5 INCREASING 5 TO 7. SHOWERS. GOOD



Gales 

	Gale warning 
	Beaufort 
	Wind speed (Knots) 

	Gale 
	8 
	34-40

	Severe gale 
	9 
	41 - 47

	Storm 
	10 
	48 - 55

	Violent storm 
	11 
	56 - 63

	Hurricane 
	12 
	64 - 71


Time periods 
	Imminent 
	Expected within 6 hours of time of issue

	Soon 
	Expected within 6 to 12 hours of time of issue

	Later 
	Expected more than 12 hours from time of issue


Speed of movement - pressure systems 
	Description 
	Speed (Knots)

	Slowly 
	Moving at less than 15

	Steadily 
	Moving at 15 to 25

	Quickly 
	Moving at 25 to 35

	Rapidly 
	Moving at 35 to 45

	Very Rapidly 
	Moving at more than 45


Wind descriptions 
	Description 
	Meaning

	Direction 
	Direction from which wind is blowing

	Wind becoming cyclonic 
	Rapid change in direction, usually associated with frontal system

	Veering 
	Wind direction changing in a clockwise direction - S to SW to W etc.

	Backing 
	Wind direction changing in an anti-clockwise direction - E to NE to N etc.


Visibility 

	Description 
	Meaning

	Fog 
	Less than 1000m (approx 0.6 nautical miles)

	Poor 
	Between 1000 and 2 nautical miles

	Moderate 
	Between 2 and 5 nautical miles

	Good 
	More than 5 nautical miles
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