T.S. RYE MET PROFICIENCY


The Shipping Forecast

Weather Shipping forecasts were first introduced in 1924 and were broadcast twice a day. They were issued by the Air Ministry for reception up to 240 nm west and 2000 nm South. The service evolved into the service that is in use today. - Forecasts for U.K. coastal areas are issued four times daily. It is transmitted on Radio 4 at 198 Khz (1515m) at 0033 - 0038 (this bulletin includes Trafalgar), 0555-0600, 1355 - 1400 and 1750 - 1755. ​

The Forecast consists of carefully worded forecasts for the areas shown on the attached sheet commencing with a synopsis, gale warnings, area forecasts and reports from coastal stations.  The areas are given in a clockwise order with contiguous areas of similar forecasts grouped together.

Forms for writing the forecast (and plotting information) are available from the RYA these are updated as details change. An example is attached.

It needs to be emphasised that the wording used has very specific meanings and for any listener to obtain full benefit from this service, an understanding of the terminology is important.  The more important terms are listed here.

Gales: A gale is defined as a mean wind of 34 - 40 Kts (force 8) or gusts to over 43 Kts if the mean wind is less than 34 Kts. A gale will be forecast for an area even if it is expected to affect only a small part of that area. The BBC will transmit Gale warnings at the next programme junction after receipt. If they miss a news bulletin, they will be repeated after the next news bulletin.

Severe Gales:

Force 9 winds (41 - 47 Kts) or gusts of 52 - 60 Kts.

Storm: 

Force 10 winds (48 - 55 Kts) or gusts from 61 - 68 Kts.

Violent Storm: 
Winds of force 11 (56 - 63 Kts) or gusts of 69 Kts.

Hurricane: 

Force 12 winds (more than 64 Kts).

Gale terminology:

Imminent:
Expected within 6 hours of time of transmission (TOI).

Soon:

Expected within 6 - 12 hours of TOL

Later:

Expected more than 12 hours of TOI.

It should be noted that unless cancelled, a "soon" will become an "imminent" after 6 hours from transmission.

Visibility Terminology:

Fog:

Visibility less than 1000 metres. 

Poor:

1000 metres to 2 nautical miles

Moderate:
2 - 5 nautical miles.

Good:

More than 5 nautical miles.
Movement of Pressure Systems:
Slowly:

Less than 15 Kts.

Steadily:

15 - 25 Kts. 

Rather quickly:
25 - 35 Kts.

Rapidly:

35 - 45 Kts.

Very Rapidly:
 > 45 Kts.

Wind Terminology:

Note direction given from which wind is blowing

Cyclonic:
Indicates considerable change in wind direction across path of depression forecast 

areas.

Veering:
Clockwise movement of wind direction between two given directions e.g. wind 

moving clockwise from a southwesterly to northwesterly direction. Associated with 

passage of cold fronts.

Backing:
Anticlockwise movement of wind direction between two given directions. E.g. 

anticlockwise shift in wind from one direction to another, say from northeast to south.

Note: Due to constraints on wording forecasts, in showery or thundery weather conditions, the listener may expect the wind to gust one or possibly two forces above the mean wind forecast.  This is a product of unstable conditions. 

