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0 Calm Smoke rises verticaliy. Drifting conditions. Heel the  Often unable to maintain
less than 1 Leaves do not stir boat to reduce the wetted steerage way. Use engine.
surface and enable the
sails to assume an aerofoil
shape. Make no sudden
movements.
1 Light air Smoke drifts. Wind vanes  Sufficient to maintain gentle  Spinnaker may fili but
1-3 do not respond. forward motion. Sails collapses in lulls. Use engine.
should be flattened. Crew
balance boat to keep it
slightly bow down and
heeled to leeward.
2 Light breeze Wind felt on the face. Sufficient to sail at an even  Spinnaker may fill but
4-6 Leaves rustle. Light flags  speed with the boat upright.  collapses in lulls. Use engine.
not extended. Wind vanes  Sails can be full but must
respond. be adjusted to changes in
wind speed and direction.
3 Gentle breeze Light flags extended. Most dinghies will sail at . Sufficient to fill sails and
7-10 Leaves in constant hult speed. Planing possible progress at leisurely pace.
motion. tfor thoroughbred dinghies. Spinnaker fills and sets. May
Ideal conditions for leamer.  need to use engine to maintain
good speed.
4 Moderate Most flags extended fully.  Crew fully extended. Most cruisers will sail at hull
Breeze Small branches move. Planing on most points of speed. Full use can be made
11-16 Dust and ioose paper may - sailing. A leamers gale - of larger sails. One reef in
be raised. make for shore. some mainsails.
5 Fresh breeze Small trees in leaf sway. Ideal sailing conditions for Large headsails may be
17-21 Tops of all trees in experienced sailors. changed for smaller sails.
noticeable motion. Capsizing common ldeal cruising wind. Heavy
amongst the more traditionally built boats sail at
inexperienced crews. hull speed. Lighter boats
change headsails and reef
mainsails.
6 Strong breeze Large branches in motion.  Dinghy sailors gale. Often Most crews begin to seek
22-27 Whistling heard in wires. difficult to make progress shelter or remain in harbour.
without reefing. Only Mainsails will be double
-experienced crews race. reefed. Wear and clip harness.
7 Near gale Whole trees in motion. Most dinghies remain on Family crews, uniess very
28-33 Inconvenience feit when shore. Those which go experienced, have problems
walking against the wind.  afloat risk gear failure and coping. Seek shelter, or if gale
being overpowered. is forecast sail away from {and
in order to ride out the storm.
8 Gale Twigs broken off trees. Dinghies should be Deep reeted mainsail and
34-40 Generally impeded - securely tied down to small headsail. Close and
progress on foot. Rarely prevent them blowing away. secure hatches and
experienced on land. companionways. Be prepared
for seas to break over the boa-
and flood the cockpit. Only
essential crew should be on
deck.
S Strong gale Chimney pots and slates Danger of knockdown. Some
41-47 removed. Fences blown crew continue to sail. Others
down. must lower sails and lash the
tiller. Much depends on the
sea state. In open conditions
with large regutar waves you
could set a trysail.
10 and Storm Very rare inland. Trees Survival conditions, especialiy
upwards 48 upwards uprooted. Considerable when near shelving coasts.

structural damage.

Danger of 90° knockdowns
and capsizes. Stay well away
from coastlines.
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