T.S. RYE TRAINING OFFICE


HANDLING OF FIRE ARMS WITH SAFETY

INTRODUCTION

Only too often accidents occur in which people are killed or injured due to loaded weapons.  Accidents occur not only with rifles but also with air guns and shotguns, and in most cases they are caused through ignorance of a few simple rules.

During your time with the Sea Cadets it is likely you may handle a loaded weapon of sorts and therefore it is right and proper that everyone should be conversant with the rules for the handling of arms with safety.  It is important to realise that these rules must be applied to ALL weapons, weather they be drill purpose or firing.  Bad habits developed with a drill purpose rifle are a potential source of danger.

RULES

a)
Whenever picking up a weapon, weather your own or someone else’s, always 


Check if it is loaded.

b)
Whenever handling a weapon to someone else, show him first that it is 


unloaded.  When someone hands a weapon to you, insist he does the same.

c)
When holding and carrying a weapon:

1. Do not use as a walking stick

2. Do not use it as a hand rest (i.e. hands rested over muzzle).

3. Hold and carry it either pointing at the ground, on the shoulder pointing up or in the “Standing at Ease” position.

d)
Never point your weapon at anyone in jest or mistake, even if you know it is unloaded.

e)
The moment you no longer need to have your weapon loaded, unload it.

f)
If you should ever carry a loaded air gun, shot gun or rifle:

1. Ensure the safety catch is applied and that it works correctly.

2. Never keep your finger on the trigger.  If you are expecting a snap shot the finger should be along the trigger guard.

3. Beware of twigs, creepers etc. - undergrowth catching on the trigger or tripping you up, particularly if someone else is near you.

4. Always unload your weapon before crossing ditches, edges, gates or other obstacles.
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