T.S. RYE TRAINING OFFICE - EXPEDITION TRAINING


PROJECT WORK
The Assessment Expedition must have a purpose. The purpose must be decided upon before the route is drawn. The route must then be drawn around whatever the purpose is.  For instance there is no point in having a purpose, which looked at the differing architectural styles of churches when the route doesn't pass any churches! 

The project should also contain a log.  The log should include an account of the Expedition (a diary) as well as lists of equipment taken and food eaten. 


The Purpose 
When choosing a purpose groups should first study maps of the area.  What is there in the area that can form a purpose for the groups?  If there are a large number of ponds for example, why not do a project about ponds.  Secondly groups should try and choose a purpose that is of interest to all the members of the group.  Some members of a group may find it difficult to be enthusiastic about “Different types of water troph” 


The actual purpose should be much more focused.  A group shouldn't say their purpose is about 'Ponds' - What about ponds? The type of pond life? The size of the pond?  The variety of pond plant? Etc. 

Some investigation should be done into the purpose before the Expedition.   Background reading pocket guides to pond creatures and pond plants will allow groups to immediately focus on the collection of information during the Expedition without wasting precious time. Also pre made forms for the quick collection of data are a good idea and can save time. 

Try and get photos of what you find  - if you find a frog or toad, photograph it! 

The Log 
As well as the purpose, groups should present a log or account of their Expedition. Typically this section should include a log for each day, menus, kit lists, copies of the routes and route cards.
The log should be made as humorous as possible while still being factual. "We walked up a hill and walked down the other side and then we crossed a river," is very boring to read.  If someone fell into a cowpat, or sat on an ant’s nest then put it in the diary.  Make the Assessor laugh. 

Weather observations are also important, did the heat or rain cause the group problems. Also include the low points in the Expedition. Did the group get lost? Were there arguments? Photographs or at least sketches and drawings should be included. Page after page of text is very hard to read. 

The kit list should include a brief description of what groups wished they had taken, or what they wished they had left behind and why. They should show that they have learnt from the Expedition. Similarly with the menus, a critic of the food maybe useful. Did you love or hate the Raven dehydrated food? 

As well as copies of the routes and route cards, a scale cross-section of the area walked often puts into perspective the heights climbed, especially at Gold. 



Presentation
The project can be presented orally, written, exhibited or taped. The form of presentation should be agreed with the Assessor before the Expedition. 

A suggested form to the project is as follows: 

1. Introduction. Project Title, the unit, the Group, the Assessor, the Instructors, the Dates.
2. The Diary. As above, including copies of routes and route cards.
3. The Menus. What the group ate and whether it was liked.
4. The Equipment List. Individual and group equipment.
5. The Purpose. As above.
6. Conclusion. Did you enjoy it? Thankyous. 

It must be clearly visible which members of the group did which sections of the project. 

The assessor will place equal importance on the log and purpose as the expedition itself, so a successful walk is only half the battle. 

And don't forget the photographs!
