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Ryde Scout Group


Princes Street & Blaxland Road, Ryde�http://www.geocites.com/rydescouts


Group Leader


Elizabeth Garratt


16 Federal Road, West Ryde


Telephone: 9802-7750


Email:  elizabethgarratt@bigfoot.com�
�



WELCOME TO RYDE SCOUT GROUP





Ryde Scout Group has a long history, having been founded in 1915 and is well equipped to provide your scout/cub scout/joey scout with all the benefits for which the World Wide Scouting movement is renowned.





The aim of Scouts is to encourage the physical, mental, social and spiritual development of young people so that they take a constructive place in society as responsible citizens. 





There are 5 age sections in Scouting: Joeys aged 6-7; Cubs 8-11; Scouts 11-15;


Venturers 14-18; Rovers 17-26.





Ryde Group has a Cub Pack and Scout Troop.





Meeting Times


Scout Troop		Fridays	7.00 – 9.00pm


Cub Pack		Mondays	7.00 – 8.30pm





Leaders


The Group Leader has overall responsibility for the Group; Section Leaders run the youth member sections. All Leaders are fully trained by the Scout Association to fulfil their respective roles.





Associate Leaders


Associate Leaders are partly trained and can help at any of the Sections. Usually people become Associate Leaders if they cannot spare the time to become “full-time” Leaders but wish to be permanent parent helpers. Associate Leaders are not attached to a particular section in the group and may be asked to help out in different section when there is a need.





Group Committee consists of parents and the Group Leader. Its function is to assist the GL, ensure the hall is properly maintained, that necessary equipment is provided, that there are adequate funds, maintain financial records and pay bills, ensure a good working relationship is maintained with the Pre-School. It also assists the GL to find new Leaders.





The committee organises working bees at the hall when parents are expected to assist with maintenance jobs. May is ‘Job Weeks’ for Cubs and Scouts and the committee has in the past organised a Trolley Push at Top Ryde Shopping Centre, and a Working Bee at the hall, where our youth members (Cub age & up) can participate in community service while earning money in a safe environment. We ask parents to encourage their children to participate in Job Weeks. Parents who do not become leaders are asked to serve at least one term on the Committee while their child is a member of the Group.





The Committee meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at  7.30pm.





Parent Involvement


Scouting is a voluntary organization – all Leaders in Scouting are volunteers and the Group needs the help of parents to function well. Areas that parents can help –





Leadership -	training & uniform is paid for by the Group


Committee 		


Working Bees


Provide transport to & from activities


Help at camps and outings


Transport canoes


Assist with annual canoe inspections in August


Help with badge passing –  do you have any special skills?


Cub Instructors, Proficiency Badge Advisers (scouts)





Making Tracks is the Group’s Newsletter which is edited by the Group Leader. Parents are asked to encourage their children to write reports on special activities and outings, &/or take & submit photos. The newsletter will be sent by email where possible to cut down on paper.





Group Website is maintained by Leaders  - feel free to email digital photos to Elizabeth. http://www.geocities.com/rydescouts. We have recently created a new website.





Fees


Youth members pay a weekly $1 subscription which is used by sections to buy small items of equipment eg badges, handcrafts (cubs & joeys). It is payable whether or not the youth member attends that week.





Group Fee is $35.00 but this may be waived upon early receipt of Association annual fees, except the year a new member joins.





Scout Association Branch fee – one off joining fee of $20 + annual fee around 


$80-90. Fees are payable in March each year – the Group Treasurer sends out Fee notices. New members pay a pro-rata fee, the amount depends on what time of year they join.





Privacy – Scouts Association NSW Branch has a Privacy Policy which is available for all members to read. In conjunction with this, all parents should be aware that their child’s photo may be used for scouting publicity eg Making Tracks, website, local newspaper etc. Please advise your child’s Section Leader, or Group Leader, if you don’t want photos used in this way.





Uniform


There is a new Scout uniform comprising a shirt for each section and a webbing belt. Ryde Leaders have discussed the pants/shorts that members will wear and the decision is dark blue/navy pants. The phase-in period for the new uniform is 5 years. Hats must be worn at outdoor activities. The uniform can be bought at Snowgum, Rhodes Shopping Centre or lower ground floor, Westfields, Parramatta. There is also a branch in Kent Street in the City. Snowgum sells blue scout hats in different styles, though the uniform hat is not a compulsory part of the uniform.  Leaders’ shirts are plain blue. A diagram showing where to sew on badges on the new uniform is available – please ask your section leader. 





Permission to attend Activities


Each time the section goes on outings, camps etc parents will be sent an Activity Notification Form with details of the Activity, name of Leader to contact in emergencies, cost of outing etc. It will have a tear off section for parents to complete giving permission – please ensure that this is completed, signed & returned to Leaders before your child attends the activity. Without the form, the youth member is not covered by Scout Association insurance.





Emails


Where possible, communication will be via email – it would be appreciated if you would write your email address in the space provided on the Youth Membership Application form.





If you have any other queries about the group, your child’s section, or about scouting generally, please feel free to ring me any time.





PED Form


All parents are requested to complete and return a PED form with their child’s Application form. If you have any queries about this, please contact me.





Marana


Elizabeth Garratt


Group Leader








