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The



The author’s selection of a particular word because its connation conveys the attitude of the speaker. 











Diction





He was a gentleman from sole to crown, Clean-favored and imperially slim








These are the best of times these are the worst of times. 








Sentence structure. It is the organization of words in a sentence to form phrases and clauses that make up the complete sentences.











Syntax





The dog jumped over the fence, the dog leaped over the fence














Parallelism





Two or more balancing statements with phrases, clauses, or paragraphs of similar length and grammatical structure.

















Antithesis





Strongly contrasting meanings are set beside each other (juxtaposed) in phrases, sentences, or lines of verse that balance or are grammatically parallel.





The lady look retched and soiled. 











Tone





The attitude that the speaker (persona) takes toward his or her subject.





The ocean’s waves broke with geometric precision onto the diamond encrusted shore. 














Detail





Language that tells information or tells what is happening.





The sounds echoed in the dark, gloomy halls











Imagery





Language that actively involves the reader’s senses. Imagery shows; it doesn’t  just tell.





I’m dead tired











Figurative Language





Language that is used to express more than the literal meaning of the words.





The man reacted with lightning fast reflexes 











Metaphor





An implied comparison between two unlike things.





She was as high as a cloud











Simile





A comparison between two unlike things indicated by the use of “like” or “as”.





The candle went out when the man died











Symbol





Anything that is used to represent something else.





The modest man went back to his medium sized apartment. 











Allegory





A form of narrative in which the characters and often the setting represent moral qualities, general concepts, or other abstractions. 





All Alliterations Are Annoying











Alliteration





The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words in a sentence or line of poetry. 





Oh lord why is this happening!











Apostrophe





The direct address of an absent person, a place, or an abstraction.





She shepherded her children through the grocery store calmly, patiently, and attentively. 











Archetype





A symbolic representation in art of a deeply felt pattern of human experience. Archetypes exist in our minds as symbolic ways of organizing our experiences.





You are such a Romeo











Allusion





Reference to a person, place, event, literary work, work of art with which the reader is presumed to be familiar.





Eccentric Easterners excitedly eat egg plant. 














Assonance





The repetition of vowel sounds in a sentence or line of poetry.





The eagle clung to the rock with a vice like grip. 











Connotation





Associated or implied meanings that cluster around the literal meaning of a word.





The crows and the cows took their vows. 











Consonance





The repetition of consonants in the middle or end of words in a sentence or line of poetry.





Covet: to want something you cant have.











Denotation





The literal or dictionary definition of a word.





The weak child went against the giant alone until the strong warrior came to his rescue. 











Foil





A less important character is placed in a situation that parallels a more important one, in order that the latter may stand out in a clearer relief through comparison and contrast.





The man was scared to death. 











Hyperbole





A statement that is greatly exaggerated for the purposes of implying emphasis or humor.





The killer was friendly











Irony





The effect of implying a meaning quite different from the apparent or surface meaning.





You either get to vote for Scary or Carry. 











Verbal Irony





To say one thing, but it means the opposite





The crime scene investigator murdered someone











Situational Irony





Turns out differently than what is expected.





The warrior choked on his victory chicken. 














Dramatic Irony





The audience has more knowledge of a character's situation than the character on stage.





I am troubled about my mothers death.











Understatement





The opposite of hyperbole. 





The fire was so hot it felt cold.











Paradox





A statement that contradicts itself.





The waves were rough











Metonymy





The substitution of a term naming an object closely associated with the word in mind for the word itself.





I am so foolish to think that I could have taken this on alone.











Monologue





A narration entirely in the voice of a single speaker. 





Bang











Onomatopoeia





The sound of the word suggests its meaning. 





This work is summed up by death, betrayal, and consequences.











Organization





The structure of the whole literary work. The pattern or sequence that unifies the events or ideas in the work. This includes plot structure, logical argument, association, chronological order, flashback, or stream of�consciousness.





Cold fire











Oxymoron





The juxtaposition of two contradictory terms, creating a sharp, paradoxical emphasis. 





The trees moaned











Personification





An inanimate object or abstract idea is given human characteristics.





This is the forest prime evil, the murmuring pines and the hemlocks. 














Phrasing





The musical quality or rhythm of the phrases, clauses, and sentences.





I felt extreme remorse looking down at these people











Point of View





The perspective, the mind, or emotions of the persona through which the story is felt.





I saw her commit the murder











First Person





The use of “I” in the narration of the story. It is a personal point of view.





You can clearly see the contrast. 














Second Person





(The narrator addresses the reader as you)





He watched their silly conversation from a distance.











Third Person, Limited Narration





“He” or “She”-removed





The groups of people fought between themselves.











Third Person, Omniscient Narration





Persona sees all.





As I was leaping to the boat I realized that I must leap back to retrieve my belongings.











Repetition





Repeating a word, phrase, or image for emphasis.





Sam went to jam while eating a lamb











Rhyme





Repetition of the same stressed sound or sounds at the end of words.





ababcdcdefefgg














Rhyme Scheme





The pattern of rhyme.





Thou art more lovely and temperate.











Rhythm





The melody of the language. It is abrupt, gentle, serene, and powerful.





Starbucks opens new store in bathroom of existing store.











Satire





Verse or prose that makes fun of a popular institution, custom, or belief. Generally, a satire is humorous; its tone can be gentle, scornful, or bitter.





Bas/ket/ball











Scansion





The indications of foot divisions and accents in metrical verse.





To be or not to be that is the question.











Soliloquy





In a play, a speech delivered by an actor who is alone on stage.





The falcon circles higher and higher





The falcon cannot hear the falconer











Stanza





Lines of poetry that are systematically grouped together.





He struck with electrifying strength











Synecdoche





A form of metaphor which mentioning the part signifies the whole or the whole signifies the part.





I have taken your mother, God has taken my hands.











Verisimilitude





The effect of truthfulness in a work of fiction.








