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Things Fall Apart Journal

Names to Know:

Okonkwo, Nywoye(Okonkwo’s son), Ikemefuna, Ekwefi, Ezinma, and Oberika.

Notes on the Packet: 

· Achebe set the standard for many of the African writers before and after him.

· The Ibo did not have a king to rule over them.

· The Ibo ruled by consensus

· There would be village meetings to discuss issues.

· The largest unit of government was a loose affiliation of villages.

· In order to take a title they had to distribute their excess wealth.

· To receive the highest title in a clan they had to pay off everyone’s debts.

· The women of these towns would coordinate the markets and settle civil are marital disputes.

· The clan would put pressure on husbands who abuse their wives.

· They would harass him and humiliate him until he changed his behavior.

· Chi is a person’s spiritual double

· Ani is the Earth goddess in charge of morality and also controls the fertility of people, animals, and plants.

· Agbala is the oracle of the hills and caves and is the messenger of Ani.

· Cowrie shells are the form of money in the Ibo culture.

· Chalk make of white clay was used in rituals.

· A custom was to break a kola nut with a guest.

· The most important African food staple is the Yam.

· Palm oil and wine also comes from the palm tree.

· Edema is called the swelling disease

· When too much fluid is stored in the cavities of the body due to other disorders.

· Alligator Pepper – wild ginger, grows well on land newly cleared and burnt for farming.

· Foo-foo- A tough dough made of mashed yams . Usually eaten with a tasty sauce.

· Palm wine – sweet wine made from the sap of the raffia palm tree.

· Kola Nut – Nut inside the kola which looks like a grapefruit. Silver and Pink they contain caffeine.

· Coco-yam – A large leafed plant with round underground tubers.

· Cassava – root vegetable also called manioc. Leaves are rich in nutrients. Used to make foo-foo. 

· Mmo – community of the living dead.

· Iba – Usually refers to the sickness that accompanies a malarial attack. It is contracted from being bitten by a mosquito.

· Grooms would pay the brides family a certain amount of money to marry the person.

· If the wife left him for any reason the groom could demand the bride price back.

· Iron Horse – Bicycle

The corner stones of our society are money, work ethic, democratically elected government, and entertainment. A lot of the entertainment we have today comes from the T.V. All sorts of different programs such as the news, sports, and movies are shown on the T.V.

Some countries believe that it is wrong to have people elect their government democratically. Some countries may also believe that there should not be any public entertainment. A lot of countries also don’t like it that we don’t have any religion in our government.

WB Yeats

William Butler Yeates wrote the poem the second coming. He believed that time went in a cycle. HE believed that every 500 years something big would happen. In 500 B.C. there is the rise of the Roman empire. At 0 christ is born 500 A.D. Christianity, dark ages, 1000 

The Second Coming -- W. B. Yeats


Turning and turning in the widening gyre 
The falcon cannot hear the falconer; 
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
The best lack all convictions, while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity. 


Surely some revelation is at hand; 
Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 
The Second Coming!
 Hardly are those words out 
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert 
A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun, 
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it 
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds. 

The darkness drops again; but now I know 
That twenty centuries of stony sleep 

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle, 
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last, 
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 

Hubris – Tremendous pride

Okonkwo feels bad about killing Ikemefuna

Character Sketches

Okonkwo – Okonkwo is the son of Unoka. He has always hated his father. Everything his father ever loved, he made it his business to hate. He hated anything that his father was. Because of this hate he started working at a young age and prospered. He grew yams and soon came to won his own house and land. He had 3 wives and several children. 

Obierika - Okonkwo is all about action and Obierika was a thinker. Obierika is a foil to Okonkwo. He shows us Okonkwo’s shortcomings. Obierika is Okonkowo’s foil. Obierika is a thinker and Okonkwo is a fierce warrior. Obierika is nice and does not anger easily. Okonkwo is very violent and the slightest thing gets him angry. Obierika treats his wives and children very well, but Okonkwo is very abusive of his family and he always beats them and even tries to shoot them. Okonkwo’s whole family fears him. When Okonkwo is banished from his home for 7 years and is foraced to live in his motherland, Obierika brings him the yams that are rightfully his. Obierika is successful because he always thinks about what he is going to do before he does something. Okonkwo does not really think about what he does before he does it and since he gets angry quickly he in a sense is his own worst enemy. Because Okonkwo’s gun exploded he was banished.

Achebe only used the first four lines of “The Second Coming” because that is the only part that really applies to the story. Okonkwo is the falconer. When he is banished, this is when the falcon starts to stray away from the falconer. They totally stay away from him and when he is gone for 7 years. While he is gone everything starts to fall apart. If Okonkwo had been at the village to defend them then things would not have fallen apart.

Ikemefuna is an orphan that is adopted by Okonkwo. Okonkwo treats him as if he were his own son. He does not treat them differently than his other children so he is treated harshly. Ikemefuna is Okonkwo’s favorite. He is like the son he never had. He wishes that his other son could be more like a man. Ikemefuna has never met his father or mother. He thinks that they might still be alive in a neighboring village. The village decides that Okonkwo can no longer take care of Ikemefuna and he must be killed. They tell him that he is going to a new village. Ikemefuna thinks that he is being taken to see his mother and father. Okonkwo is told that he does not have to help kill him. While they are walking down the trail and suddenly they attack him. Ikemefuna calls out for help and Okonkwo responds by delivering the finishing blow.

Ekwefi is one of the three wives of Okonkwo. She is different from all the other wives. She has born several children, yet all of them except her last one, Ezinma, who is very sickly. She is Okonkwo’s only daughter. He wishes that his son would be more like her. She is abused and beaten by Okonkwo just like all the rest of the wives. When Ezinma is taken away from her by the priestess, she follows her all night to make sure that nothing happens to her. Since all of her other children died she does not want to lose Ezinma.

Ezinma is the daughter of Okonkwo and Ekwefi. She was the only surviving daughter of Okonkwo and Ekwefi. She is very ill all the time though and sometimes it is better than others. She is taken away for a littile while by a priestess. Her mother followers her as she is carried around during the entire night. She is taken to the shrine in the mountain and it is not known what happens to her in there. Okonkwo wishes that his son could be more like her. He wonders why shoe couldn’t have been a boy. She eventually gets better and the sickness goes away.

Unoka is Okonkwo’s father. Unoka is very lazy and kind and he loves the flute. Since he is lazy he doesn’t have any titles and he has many large debts. Because Unoka was so lazy and did not take very much care of Okonkwo, Okonkwo strove to become everything we has not. His father died of the swelling disease and was left in the evil forest to die. He died a very disgraceful man. He did not pay off any of his debts. 

Nwoye is Okonkwo’s son. He is more like a woman than a man and Okonkwo is always regretting that he couldn’t be more like Ezinma. He does not like to wrestle. When the Christians come he is one of the first people to convert. Okonkwo disowns him and he comes to hate him. Nwoye likes the poems and mystery of this new religion so he accepts it willingly and becomes one of the most devout ones there.
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