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The Odyssey Journal

It is possible that Homer did not exist. He lived in between the 8th and 9th centuries B.C. He is credited with two works, The Odyssey and The Iliad. The Iliad and the Odyssey have different writing structures. The writing was the kind done during the 8th and 9th centuries. Homer might have been a woman. He was blind. 

The Oral Tradition

This story was never meant to be published, it was meant to be spoken. It was told by Rhapsodes – They went from town to town telling stories. The story itself is greatly affected by this. 

Characteristic #1 of the Oral Tradition – Episodic – Told in episode. No one had to have heard the stories in chronological order. Memorizing episodes was easier than memorizing an entire story.

Characteristic #2 it was written in poetry – The poetry was primarily rhythmic. This made it easier for the rhapsody to memorize it. 

Characteristic #3 Epithets – Descriptive words that come before someone’s name. This makes the story more interesting. It gives a description of the character. Easier to remember the character. Examples of this are when 

Characteristic #4 Homeric or Epic Similes – A very extended lengthy simile. Examples of this are when Circe is marveling that the magic has no effect on him.  

Characteristic #5 Formal Rhetoric – A long speech. Instead of having multiple people speaking there is only one person making the speech, so they did not have to memorize multiple roles and to get into character. An example of this is when Circe is warning Odysseus about going to hades.

Characteristic #6 Repetition – They keep repeating themselves over and over again – They did this to remind people what they are talking about. They are repeating old information from other episodes. An example of this is when the blind prophet warns Odysseus about Helios and then Circe warns him about Helios again.

The Origin of The Odyssey

The odyssey and the Iliad are made up stories, but they are based on real life battles during 1200 B.C. The Trojan War is the story of the greeks fighting Troy (Turkey) They were battling over the rights to free trade across the sea. This war was fought over the control of the seas. Before the Trojan War: Helen was considered the most beautiful woman on Earth. Because of that she had many people courting her. 3 main guys who were rulers of their own kingdoms that were trying to woo her were Menelaus, Agamemnon, and Odysseus. Menelaus and Agamemnon are brothers and Odysseus is just a friend and they are all trying to get Helen. They are looking around at all the other guys trying to get her attention. They realize that anyone who is married to Helen is going to have a miserable life because people are going to try to get her. They make a pact that whoever ends up with Helen. The others will defend her if anything happens to her. Menelaus ends up with Helen.

The king and queen of Troy have a son name Paris. When Paris is young his parents are told that he will cause the downfall of Troy. The decide to kill Paris. They can’t kill their own baby, so instead they give him to a shepherd and they command him to kill the baby. The shepherd takes the baby and he goes up on to a hill and is about to kill the baby and he realizes that he can’t do it. He raises Paris as a shepherd. 

The gods are having a wedding celebration and the goddess Ares (the god of dischord) is not invited to the party. She gets very upset that she is not invited so she walks into the celebration, all the gods are sitting at a table, and she throws out a golden apple. On the apple is written ‘to the fairest’. Athena, Hera, and Aphrodite start fighting over it. They ask Zeus who is the fairest and they decide to ask a mortal. They look around and see Paris tending his flock and they go down and ask Paris to judge the contest. Before he makes his decision, the goddesses bribe Paris. Hera offers Paris power, Athena offers Paris wisdom and knowledge, and Aphrodite offers him love. Paris chooses Aphrodite and he gives her the apple. She says thank you very much, who would you like to love. He decides that he want to love Helen of Troy. Helen runs off with Paris and he discovers that he is heir to the throne of Troy. He goes to his mom and dad and brings Helen with him. Helen becomes the face that launched a thousand ships. The Trojan war begins. Agamemnon, Menolaus, Odysseus, and Achilles. On Troy’s side there is Paris, and Hector. Achilles is truck down by Paris and Odysseus comes up with the idea of the Trojan Horse get inside and open the gates and destroy Troy.

Invoking the Muse – The first thing writers of Homer’s time would do is ‘Invoke the Muse’ or pray for inspiration. 

Epic – An epic is a long narrative poem about a hero. It captures the attitudes and beliefs of the culture. There were several themes that were important such as Bravery, Use of the Mind, The contrast between male and female faithfulness. When Penelope meets Odysseus she turns to her maid and says that she is not sure if she is Odysseus and tells her maid to move the bed into the hallway and he tells her that no one can move the bed because it is made out of the tree in their room. 

Chapter X

In this chapter Odysseus’ crew had just opened the skin that Aeolus gave to him containing the different winds. They were blown off course and onto Circe’s island. Odysseus splits the group into two groups. He sends the one group off to find food. They find Circe’s place and go inside because they hear beautiful singing. Circe has them drink a potion that turns them into pigs. Odysseus searches for them and is told what he must do to rescue his captured comrades. He is geiven a charm that makes him immune to the spell and takes back his comrades. Then after a year Odysseus leaves to go search for the seer Teiresias.

Chapter XI

They land on the beach and bring with them a ram and an ewe. He goes with his comrades into Hades. He pours various offering into a pit and then offers up the sacrifice and pours its blood into the pit. When he does this the souls of the dead appear. Among the souls he finds his mother and his comrades that have fallen in battle. He then see Teiresias and he is told to move away from the pit of blood so that he might drink from it. He tells him that he will land on the Helios’ island and that if he does not harm his sheep that he will return home safely to Ithica and that he should then take an oar and sail to another land where people do mix salt with their food. Here he should stick the oar in the ground and offer a sacrifice to Zeus. 

Chapter XII
In this chapter Odysseus goes back to Circe’s island and Circe warns him of all the things that he will encounter on his way home. She warns them about the sirens and  that they should all put wax in their ears except for Odysseus who should be tied to the mast and listen to the sirens song. She warns him of Scylla and Charybdus. She tells them that Scylla is a six headed monster and that Charybdus is a giant monster that swallows and spits out water. She tells them to go through Scylla instead. She then warns them of Helios’ island and the sheep and cattle that reside there. They go through all these trials and lose 6 men to Scylla. They arrive at Helios’ island and against Odysseus’ wishes his crew go ashore and kill one of Helios’ cattle. Odysseus is put into a sleep and Zeus destroys his ship and he washes ashore on Calypso’s island.

Character Sketches

Aeolus: The wind god who seals the wind inside Odysseus’ skin when he comes to his island.

Calypso: The goddess that lives on an island that makes anyone who live on it immortal. Odysseus lands on her island and she has an affair with him. She gets Odysseus to stay for many years. She is eventually forced to give him up because Zeus orders it. She keeps Odysseus on her island the longest.

Charybdis: A giant monster that l lives in the ocean and sucks in water and blolws out water 3 times a day.

Circe: A temptress who turns anyone who drinks her potion into pigs. She turns half of Odysseus’ crew into pigs and he has to sleep with her in order to free his men. She keeps Odysseus on her island for a year. She tells Odysseus where to find the blind prophet. She also warns him about the sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, and Helios. 

Polyphemus: He is the son of Poseidon. He is a Cyclops. He has several brothers that are bigger and stronger than him. He is a shepherd and he has a flock of sheep. He traps Odysseus and his crew in a cave and eats a few of them. The Poke his eye out while he is asleep and he becomes blind.

Lotus Eaters: Lotus eaters are people who eat lotus flowers and the flowers make them forget things.

Scylla: A six headed 12 footed monster that lurks in a cave that Odysseus must pass to get to Ithica.

Sirens: The sirens sing a song that makes anyone who hears if want to go to them.

Teiresias: A blind prophet who tells Odysseus that he will encounter Helios.

Telemachus: He is Odysseus’ son. If he grows a beard before his father returns his mother must remarry. He goes in search of his father. He does not remember his father because he left right when he was born. 

Penelope: She is Odysseus’ wife. She has a child just before Odysseus leaves to go to the Trojan war. Many suitors come and want to marry her when Odysseus leaves. She does not want to marry any of the suitors and does not believe that Odysseus is dead. She makes a quilt and tells her suitors that when she finishes it she will marry one of them. She disassembles the quilt every night and she is found out by her suitors. She then makes one last challenge when the 20 years are almost up. The challenge is that they must string Odysseus’ bow and shoot through the loops in some axes. No one can do it. Odysseus is there in secret though and he does it. She tells him that she want him to move his bed into the hallway and he says that he can’t. This is how she finds out that it is really Odysseus. 

Athena: She is a goddess and one of the competitors for the golden apple. She continually helps Odysseus partly because she wants revenge on Paris for not choosing her to have the golden apple. She also tells Telemachus to look for his father and to go to Sparta. She is worshipped by the people of Ithica.

Helios: The sun god who owns the best cattle and sheep which are killed by Odysseus’ crew.

Hermes: The messenger god who carries out all of Zeus’ orders.

Poseidon: The god of the sea. He is the cause of all of Odysseus’ adventures. He has several sons that are cyclopse. One of his sons are name Polyphemus. He also allows Odysseus o win the Trojan war.

Zeus: The king of all the other gods who destroys Odysseus’ boat after his crew kills Helios’ cattle.

Odysseus: He is the king of Ithica. He courts Helen along with Agamemnon and Menelaus. They all promise that whoever marries Helen the rest of then will help each other out in case something ever happens to her. Agamemnon marries Helen and then she is stolen away by Paris and Odysseus is summoned to come go to the Trojan War. He fights in the Trojan war and is unappreciative that Poseidon helped him win the war. Posiedon causes him to be delayed from returning home for 20 years and on his way to Ithica he has many adventures and faces many foes. When he finally gets back he comes back in disguise and ends up killing all the suitors before they can marry Penelope.

Paris: Chooses that Aphrodite gets the golden and apple and starts the Trojan War.

Agamemnon: Takes Helen as his wife.

Helen: She was taken away from Agamemnon by Paris and the reason the Trojan War started.

Achilles: The mightiest warrior who is slain by Paris’ arrow.

Hector: Troy’s greatest warrior.

Odyssey/Mythology Comparison

In the beginning of Mythology it explains why the gods are thre and how they got there. It also explains what there domains are and there family trees. It tells lots of their actions that define their characteristics and behaviors. Lots of the actions that are portrayed by the gods in the Odyssey are further explained by the actions and behaviors the gods take in Mythology. It helped me understand why Athena helps Odysseus. She is jealous because Aphrodite got the golden apple and not her. So she wanted revenge on Paris. The person who gave her the apple. Paris the ruler of troy and Odysseus defeats him.

The Trojan war part of mythology is very detailed. Achilles gets angry and decides not to fight in battle. One of his best friends asks if he can use his armor since he will not fight. He is killed by Hector. The warrior of Troy. Achilles becomes enraged and slays Hector and then drags his corpse around. The gods then punish Achilles by sending the arrow that Paris shoots straight to his heel killing him. This explains more in detail what Odysseus had to go through before he has all his adventures. This also explains the death of so many of his friends and men.

The Trojan Horse

The Trojan horse was part of a plan devised by Odysseus. The plan was that they build this giant wooden horse, but they made it hollow so that they could fit their army inside. They offered it as a gift to the Trojans and then while the city was sleeping they popped out and slew every single person in Troy.

