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Early Life

· Socrates was born in Athens in the fourth year of the 77th Olympiad on the sixth day of the month of Thargelion. (469-399)
· Socrates was the son of Sophroniscus, a sculptor whose name was Daedalus, the traditional founder of sculpting and stone-masonry.
· Some say he worked as a stone-work of the draped figures of the Graces on the Acropolis, but this was unlikely because he was commissioned by Pericles.
· His mother was Phaenarete, Socrates says she was a midwife.
Mid. Life
· Socrates' wife Xanthippe, well-known as a shrew, bore 3 him sons, Lamprocles.

· Socrates had a second wife, Myrto, who gave birth to Sophroniscus and Menexenus.

· Rumors had it that he was with both wives at the same time because the Athenians passed a law that encourage to give birth to increase the population.

· In the Parmenides, Socrates as a very young man goes to hear Zeno read a treatise, and talks with him and Parmenides.

· What Socrates learned from them was probably different from what Plato portrayed in that dialogue, but he does have Socrates mention meeting Parmenides in the Theaetetus where Socrates says he once observed Parmenides use the question-and-answer method, which became to be known as Socratic dialogue.

· Socrates claims to have been instructed in love by the mystical Diotima of Mantineia.

· Socrates decided to develop his own methods of searching into the good based on this underlying intuition that all things have a divine or intelligent cause directed toward what is best.

· The pursuit of wisdom became Socrates' full-time job for the rest of his life.

· He questioned many people in the towns and citizens in the marketplace about their beliefs and ideas.

· Apparently Socrates spent almost his whole life in Athens. He once said it was because he loved to learn from people, and they were more easily found in the city than in the country.

· Socrates ventured into political life as little as possible since he considered it too dangerous for a lover of truth and justice.

Old Life

· Finally in 399 BC Socrates was brought to trial and accused by Meletus, Anytus, and Lycon with the following charge: "Socrates is guilty of not believing in the gods in which the state believes, but brings in other new divinities; he also wrongs by corrupting the youth."
· He was brought to court and tried.
· There were 501 men on the jury, and he was condemned by 60 votes. The prosecutors proposed the death penalty, and Socrates had the opportunity to offer an alternative.
· Socrates was placed in prison, but his execution was delayed on account of the sacred holidays when a ship was sent to Delos every year.
· This gave his friends the chance to visit Socrates each day and converse with him.
· On the last day of his life his chains were removed, and he was visited by his wife Xanthippe and his little boy in her arms as well as by his friends in philosophy.
· When the guard suggested that excessive talking and excitement might hinder the effect of the poison, Socrates refused to stop talking and declared that he would drink it twice or three times.
· He finally laid down and covered himself and removed it really quick and ask his friends to pay off his debt and covered himself again and died.


