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Facts about Shakespeare

· His birth date is April 23, 1564. He lived during the Renaissance.

· His father was John Shakespeare, a prosperous merchant and town officer in Stratford-on-avon, a small market town east of London.

· His mother, Mary Arden, was the daughter of a wealthy land owner.

· He attended local grammar school and was taught Latin, rhetoric, logic, and classical literature.

· His father’s fortunes declined and he left school in his mid teens.

· At 18 he married Anne Hathaway, a woman who was 18 years older than him and they had 3 children Susanna and the twins, Judith and Hamnet. Hamnet died in 1596 at age 11.

· Shakespeare wrote his first plays in the early 1590s. They were mostly broad comedies.

· He followed his broad comedies with a series of history plays based on the lives of English kings.

· During the time the London theaters closed due to a plague epidemic he wrote several poems.

· The theaters reopened in 1594 and he wrote his first tragedy, Rome and Juliet.

· He wrote several more history plays and even some more comedies such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and As You Like It.

· His work was crowned by a series of high tragedies such as Julius Caesar, Hamlet, King Lear, and Macbeth.

· He died near his 52nd birthday on April 23, 1616. He wrote 35 plays.

Background to Drama

The origins of drama date back to 500 B.C. Early drama consisted of a chorus. Drama’s were presented at festivals and other celebrations. All you would have on stage is a group of individuals all chanting and singing in unison a “story”. Thespis came along and said that he could change it. He made it so there were actors. Thespis was the first actor. He stepped out of the chorus and went on stage as a character. More and more characters were added as time went on. The chorus never left the stage. There would be plays where the chorus would act as “the voice of the people”. The chorus gives a lot of background information. They tell us some ideas that we may not have though of. 

Shakespeare’s Style

He uses very many of these; and these are often used in a sexual way

Terms:  Literary  (Need examples from the text for each)

· Pun- a single word with multiple meanings  (4 examples, directly from text)

· Double Entendre- a phrase with multiple meanings, almost always sexual in nature  (4 examples, copy directly from text)

· They were used to especially apply to the poorer people

· Extended Metaphor-   chooses a subject, and uses a series of metaphors that involve that one subject (3 examples, and only describe them)

· One of the most repeating things

· Ex: When Romeo and Juliet meet for the first time, they talk in religious terms, but they do not talk about religion.

· Poetry-

· Dominante Style of his poetry is called:

· Blank Verse- poetry that does not necessarily rhyme, but instead follows rhythmic patterns

· Iambic Pentameter- the measure of a line, is measured in five Iambs.  Iambs consist in two syllables the first is unstressed and the second is going to be stressed /.

· It follows a pattern, that is 10 syllables in length per line.

· Sonnet- 

· follows a very strict pattern

· it has fourteen lines

· written in Iambic Pentameter

· has a rhyme scheme- ABAB CDCD EFEF GG

· aside- a comment made on stage that is only intended for the audience or select individuals on stage.

· Soliloquy- a long speech given on stage when the character is alone (and the character is able to express their true feelings) most famous- “to be or not to be”

· the last two lines are a couplet, because they rhyme together

· also follow a thematic pattern- the first eight lines of a Shakespearian poem, pose a problem, question, or a concern

· the next four lines attempt to resolve or answer that problem, question or concern

· the last two lines add a final commentary to the entire poem
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Aside – A comment made on stage that is only intended for the audience or select individuals on stage.

Soliloquy – A long speech given on stage where the character is alone they are able to express their true feelings.

Tragedy
One of the major forms of drama the other being comedy. Tragedy was one of the original forms and one of the most respected form of drama from its origins. Aristotle was considered one of the great thinkers of his time. He outlined what a tragedy should be in his book. Tragedies were judged on these characteristics. Aristotle was mathematical about it. 

· The person had to fall from a high place. Aristotle believe that characters had to be important such as Kings, queens, royalty, etc. because they have more to lose. 

· The person has to be of integrity or promise and/or potential. 

· The person must have a conscience. 

· The person has to have choices.

· The character must have a recognition that they have done something wrong

· The character is always dying (Shakespeare only)

· The idea of a tragic flaw (not an action, its a personality trait that leads the character to their downfall, its re-occurring.

· Pathos – The emotion bond created between the audience and the hero

· We have to be able to understand the choices that the characters make

· Catharsis (purging) – An emotional purging by the audience 

Paradox Examples

When Lady Capulet tells the nurse to leave and then tells her to come back

When Juliet tells Romeo not to swear and then says for him to swear by himself’

When Juliet tells Romeo goodbye and the comes back to him.

Oxymoron Example

Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast.

Beautiful tryrant

Fiend angelical

Dove-feathered raven

Wolvish-ravening lamb

Devine substance of divinest show

A damned saint

And honorable villain

Extended Metaphor/Simile Example
When Romeo is at the balcony for the first time. He tells her to come out and kill the envious moon. He talks of how she shines bright.

When Juliet talks about how death not Romeo would take her maiden head

When Rome talks of how death has kept her alive and that she looks beautiful even when she is dead

Pun Example

My naked weapon is out. Quarrel, I will back thee

An old hare hoar, And an old hare hoar, Is very good meat in Lent. But a hare that is hoar is too much for a score. When it hoars ere it be spent.

Ay and I

Behold

Double Entendre

-dead-

Yet let me weep for such a feeling loss

Ay, madam, from the reach of these my hands. Would none but I venge my cousin’s death.

O, how my heart abhors to hear him named and cannot come to him.

Famous Quotes

· My only love sprung from my only hate! Too early seen unknown, and known too late!

· He jests at scars that never felt a wound. But soft, what light through yonder wind thy breaks?

· O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore are thou Romeo?

· That which we call a rose. By any other word would smell as sweet.

· How silver-sweet lovers’ tongues by night, like softest music to attending ears.

· Good night, good night. Parting is such sweet sorrow that I should say “Good Night” until it be the morrow.

· Wilt thou be gone? It is not yet near day. It was the nightingale, and not the lark, That pierced the fearful hollow of thine ear.

· Night’s candles are burnt out, and jocund day stands tiptoe on the misty mountaintops.

· Death, that hath sucked the honey of thy breath, hath had no power yet upon thine beauty.

·  Never was a story of more woe than this of Juliet and Romeo.

Analyzed Quotes

“Thou  shalt not stir one foot to seek a foe” This quote suggests that Lady Montague is a peaceful person and does not want Lord Montauge to fight the Capulets. This could slao mean that she just doesn’t want him to fight because he is old and she does not want him to die.

“Aye me, sad hours seem long” This is spoken by Romeo while he is still sad about Rosaline when he is greeted by Benvolio. This suggests that he is very mopey and is not very mature. He whines a lot and when things don’t go his way he clams up.

“He jests at scars that never felt a wound” Romeo says this after Mercutio kind of makes fun of him. He is kind of in a trance because of Juliet’s beauty. He is making fun of him because he fell out of and into love so quickly.

“But soft, what light througbh yonder window breaks? It is the east and Juliet is the sun.Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon, who is already sick and pale with grief” Romeo is standing outside Juliet’s window and he thinks that she is so beautiful that the light coming from the window must be from her. He compartes he to the sun and wishes that she would come out and kill the envious moon.

“O Romeo , Romeo wherefore art though Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name, or, if thou wilt not, but be sworn my love, and ill not longer be a Capulet” Juliet is talking to herself. She hoping that Romeo would give up his name so that they could be together, or if he wouldn’t she would anyways. This says a lot about the way she feels about Romeo.

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other word would smell as sweet.” Juliet is once again expressing her extreme longing to be with Romeo. She wishes that he weren’t a Montague so that they could be together. She thinks that he or a rose would be just as good even with a different name.

“Alack, there lies more peril in thine eye than twenty of their swords” Romeo says this when he is looking at Juliet. Even though this is a happy occasion she is still very worried about Romeo’s safety, perhaps even more afraid that Romeo is.

“Good night, good night. Pating is such sweet sorrow that I shall say “good night” till it be the morrow” Juliet is saying that she does not want him to leave and that she does not want to say goodbye but he must leave before he gets caught.

“Tybalt, you ratcatcher, will you walk?” Mercutio is saying this. He is referring to him as a ratcatcher because he has the same name as a cat in a popular story during his time.  He also really hates Tybalt and he wants to finish him off once and for all.

“I was hurt under your arm” Mercutio exclaims this when he is stabbed by Tybalt. He is blaming Romeo for his injuries because he was the one trying to beat down their swords which caused Mercutio to get stabbed.

“Alas, alas! Help, help! My lady’s dead” The Nurse is hysterical when she is saying this. She is devastated that Juliet is dead and she can’t believe that it is happening. She is very close to her and then she died. She is probably the most impacted out of all of the family.

“Alack the day, she’s dead, she’s dead, she’s dead” Lady Capulet is also very upset about Juliet’s death. She is also very hysterical and she is very panicked. She thinks that she died out of grief from the murder of Tybalt.

“My poverty, but not my will, consents” The poor Apothecary says this when Romeo offers him a large sum of money to buy a dram of poison. The Apothecary is so poor that he had to give it to him. Meaning that because he is poor he will accept but not willingly.

“O, happy dagger, this is thy sheath” The will for Juliet to live has left her and she wants to die just like Romeo did. With her final moments she picks up a dagger and kills herself with it. To be found later by her family.

Act 2 Scene 2

· Famous Quotes

· But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It is the East and Juliet is the sun.

· O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name, or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, and I will no longer be a Capulet.

· That which we call a rose by any other word would smell as sweet

· Good night, good night. Parting is such sweet sorrow that I shall say goodnight till it be the morrow

· Interesting Images

· But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It is the East and Juliet is the sun. Her window is the east each time she comes to her window she ”kills” the moon as if she really were the sun.

· The brightness of her cheek shames the stars like the daylight shames a lamp.

· Unusual Sayings

· When he wishes that he were the glove on Juliet’s hand

Character Sketches

Romeo – Romeo is a very shallow person. He is in a dark mood when we first meet him in the story. He is very upset that his love, Rosaline, does not return his love. He shuts himself up in his room and closes up all his windows so it is like a perpetual night. Benvolio tells him to come to the ball that the Capulets are holding. He is reluctant to go but he does anyway. He doubts that he will find someone that he likes more than Rosaline. When he gets to the dance he sees Juliet. He totally forgets Rosaline and begins to think that he had never been in love until that day. He introduces himself and they immediately fall in love with each other. He can’t stop thinking about Juliet. He sneaks into her house and finds her standing at her balcony. They talk to each other and they plan the time for when they are to be wed and then say goodnight. Romeo gets married in secret to Juliet by Friar Lawrence. One day while Mercutio is in the streets, he is approached by Tybalt and he asks him where Romeo is. Mercutio says that he wants to fight him. Right before the fight Romeo approaches and he tries to stop their fighting by whacking their swords. While he is busy trying to stop their fighting he is actually the one that causes the death of Mercutio. Romeo is so upset by Mercutio’s death that he immediately kills Tybalt. He realizes what he has done and becomes very distressed. He yells “I am Fortunes fool!” News of the killing of Tybalt spreads and Romeo is Banished from Verona. He then has to stay in Mantua. While he is in Mantua Juliet and Friar Lawrence make plans to get her and Romeo back together. Romeo however does not receive the note about what the Friar and Juliet are planning. When the funeral for Juliet is held Romeos “man” witnesses this and immediately reports it to Romeo. Romeo decides that he will visit his love one last time and then take his own life. He buys poison from a poor Apothecary. He goes to the Capulet’s Crypt and is spotted by Paris. Paris tries to kill him. He kills Paris and then goes down into the tomb to find Juliet. He finds Juliet and then after a short speech he drink the poison and dies.

Juliet – Juliet is the daughter of Lord Capulet and Lady Capulet. She is told that one day she will marry Paris. She tells her mother that she will only pretend to love him. When she goes to the party she is approached by Romeo. She immediately falls in love with him. After the party she is visited again by Romeo while she is wondering where he is on the balcony. She is talking to herself when all of a sudden he speaks up. She is startled by this. She wishes that he would refuse his old name or if he would not she would so that they might be together. They start sweet-talking each other and then make plans to get married. They get married in secret. While she is waiting on her balcony for Romeo to come she finds out that Romeo has killed her cousin Tybalt and has been banished from Verona. She is devastated that he was banished, especially since it’s their honeymoon. She thinks of taking her life. She tells the nurse to go find him and bring him back. She does bring him back. He then has to leave and this is the last time Romeo and Juliet see each other again. After Romeo leaves Juliet is informed that she will be married to paris in 3 days. She argues with her mother and father but neither care what she wants to do. Her father threatens to disown her and throw her out onto the streets if she does not marry him. She decides to go to Friar Lawrence for help. Friar Lawrence comes up with a plan for Juliet to drink a potion that will make her go to sleep for 2 and a half days. Her family would think that she is dead. He would have her kept in the family tomb and they would wait until the coast is clear and then Romeo would come in and they both could go of to Mantua together. She then goes back home and so they don’t fight anymore she pretends to be glad that she is getting married to Paris. Because she seems so happy her father moves the date up so that she will get married the next day. She decides that she must take the potion that night. Her family finds her in her bed and they think that she is dead. They put her in the tomb. When she wakes up she finds Romeo dead. She takes a knife and kills herself when she sees that Romeo is dead.

Benvolio – Benvolio is Romeo’s cousin. He is very peaceful and non-confrontational. He alwas tries to find a peaceful way out of things. In the beginning he is explaining that Romeo has shut himself up in his room and he wont come out. He encourages Romeo to forget about Rosaline and to go to the ball and find someone else that will love him back. He convinces Romeo to go and he does in fact find someone better. Benvolio is not seen throughout the rest of the play.

Lord and Lady Montague – Lord and Lady Montague are not present very much in the book. They are first seen in the beginning of the book enquiring about where Romeo has been. Benvolio tells them that he has shut himself up in his room for some unknown reason. The are pretty much absent form the rest of the story until the end after Romeo and Juliet have died. They decide to end the feud between the two families.

Lord Capulet – Lord Capulet is very controlling and he does not like to take no for an answer. In the beginning of the book we see him talking to Paris and organizing a ball. At the ball Tybalt tells Lord Capulet that Romeo has arrived at the ball and that he wants to go and kill him. Lord Capulet stops him because he thinks that Romeo is a nice and honorable boy and that he would not do anything that might ruin the party. His feelings towards him do change though. After Romeo kills Tybalt he hates him. He decides to wed his daughter to Paris very early. When he breaks the news to Juliet she disagrees with him completely and he threatens to disown her and throw her out in the streets. He goes off in a huff. The next day though when he sees that she is eager to get married he moves the date of the wedding up a day. After Juliet drinks the friar’s potion he thinks that she is dead and he mourns her death. He has her buried in the tomb. We then see him at the very end where he is making up with the Montagues.

Lady Capulet – Lady Capulet is the wife of Lord Capulet and the mother of Juliet. She does not spend a lot of time with Juliet, which is evident from the beginning of the book. She tells the nurse to go away because she is going to have a conversation with her, but then ushers her back in because she is not sure how to tell Juliet. She is not very aggressive or controlling. She does not support her in any way and offers no comfort to her in time of need. In the end though she died when she finds out that Juliet is dead.

Friar Lawrence – Friar Lawrence is the holy man of the area. We first see him when Romeo goes to him to ask him to help him with his problem. He tells Romeo to go to Mantua and he will think of something to get Juliet back. He is the voice of reason to Romeo and Juliet. He also helps Juliet to get back to Romeo even though in the end the plan backfires. He also is the one who puts Juliet in the tomb where she is later found by Romeo. He also is the one who tells everyone the whole story of what happened between Romeo and Juliet which also causes the feud between families to end.

Mercutio – Mercutio is very light hearted and likes to joke a lot. He is Romeos best friend. He is related to the Prince but he does not like the Capulets very much. The Capulet he hates most is Tybalt. He calls him the “Prince of Cats”. He accompanies Romeo on his way to the Capulet’s ball. During their walk there Mercutio starts to talk of Queen Mab who comes to you at night and gives you dreams. He gets really worked up about it and Romeo tries to comfort him and says that it’s all foolishness. After the ball he walks down the road when he is confronted by Tybalt he is asked where Romeo is and he tells him that he wants to fight him instead. Tybalt accepts and they fight. Romeo sees that they are fighting and tries to break up the fight. He tries whacking their swords out of the way but by trying to stop the fight he inadvertently causes the death of Mercutio. Right before he dies he places a Plague on both Tybalt’s and Romeo’s house.

Prince – He is the Prince of Verona. He has two cousins, Mercutio and Paris, both of which die at different parts of the story. He narrates the begninng and end of the story. He warns the Capulets and the Montagues that if a fight ever breaks out between them in the streets of Verona that he will kill whoever is involved. He banishes Romeo after Tybalt and Mercutio are killed.

Tybalt – He is the arrogant cousin of Juliet and Nephew of Lord and Lady Montague. He has a supreme hatred for all the Montagues especially Romeo. When he spies Romeo at the party he immediately want to confront him. The only thing that stops him from trying is his uncle Lord Capulet. He then tried to fin Romeo in the streets and ends up getting into a fight with Mercutio and ends up killing him. Then Romeo kills him.

Nurse – The nurse is the person who has taken care of Juliet since she was a little girl. She is the one person that Juliet can count on. The nurse has crude humor, but she is good at comforting Juliet in her times of need. She helps Juliet meet with Romeo even though reluctant. When Lord Capulet tells Juliet that she must marry she goes to the Nurse for comforting. The Nurse tells her that it would be a good idea to marry Paris she is completely devastated that the Nurse would betray her like this she leaves and goes to seek the friar’s help.

