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Mockingbird Journals

“Your father’s right,” she said, “Mockingbirds don’t do one ting but make music for us to enjoy. They don’t eat up people’s gardens, they don’t mess in the corncribs, they don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”


In To Kill a Mockingbird there are two definite mockingbirds. Boo Radley and Tom Robinson. 

Boo Radley can be described as a mockingbird because he doesn’t bother anyone and never harms anything. He “sang” by giving the kids the things in the tree. He also helped Jem and Scout escape from Bob Ewell by killing him. The reason I knew that Boo Radley was one of the mockingbirds was because after he kills Bob Ewell, the sheriff does not want to put him on trial because he did the right thing to protect the children and that it would be like killing mockingbird to put him on trial. He was still “killed” in a way because he was persecuted.

Tom Robinson can be described as a mockingbird because he never bothers anyone and is always willing to help people without expecting anything in return for his services. He “sang” by helping Mayella Ewell with chores because he feels bad for her. He also was truthful about the trial and in the end he ends up getting shot in a prison yard that he didn’t even deserve to be in. This is the mockingbird that the book is named after.

A less obvious but possible mockingbird is Mayella Ewell. Even though she accuses Tom of rape you can’t really blame her. She was raised in a bad environment and her father raised her to be like that. She “sings” by planting her flowers, keeping herself clean, tries to keep her relatives clean. 

Close Textual Analysis

The story tells about a how disgusting a vile the Ewells and their surroundings are. It also tells of how they are trapped in their depression and they won’t change. They have so many kids that no one can keep them in school. The diction used in these paragraphs is really long sentences with many comas, colons, and semi colons. The author probably chose that diction to show how disgusting, disorganized, and poor this family is. The author also uses diction to describe them as animals by using the word “indigenous.” They live worse than the black people of that era. Their house is falling apart and little is left of the original materials and the repairs are cheap. The house is resting uneasily on irregular lumps of limestone. It’s windows we merely open spaces in the walls, which in the summertime were covered with greasy strips of cheesecloth to keep out the varmints that feasted on Maycomb’s refuse. This diction also symbolizes their poverty and poor state of living. Though the varmints had a hard time finding food because the Ewells give it a thorough gleaning. What passed for a fence was bits of tree-limbs, broomsticks, and tool shafts all tipped with rusty hammer-heads, snaggle-toothed rake heads, shovels, axes, and grubbing hoes held on with pieces of barbed wire. This diction tells us that they want to be left alone. Mayella’s flowers are her attempt to add something beautiful, or her attempt to “sing.” Against the fence in a line were six chipped-enamel slop jars holding brilliant red geraniums, cared for as tenderly as if they belonged to Miss Maudie Atkinson herself, had Miss Maudie deigned to permit a geranium on her premises. Mayella tries very hard to make the flowers beautiful. The slop jar that the flowers grow in symbolize her environment, and the flowers symbolize herself that grows out of that slop. 

Flowers are an archetypal symbol. They grow, blossom, and die. Symbolic of human life.

I think that the situations in Marigolds and To Kill a Mockingbird are similar because they are both living in a depression and are both of the stories take place in the south. Their lives are both ugly at the time when they destroy the flowers. In other words they destroy beauty because life is ugly. They both don’t want to grow up.

