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Literary Terms

Allusion – A reference to a famous work, piece of art, person, etc.

Protagonist – The main character

Antagonist – The force working against the protagonist

Setting – Time and place in which the story takes place

Character

   -Static – Do not change

   -Dynamic - Change

Characterization – How we learn about a character

   -Direct – When the author tells about the character

   -Indirect – Learning about a character through what people say, do, what others say about them.

Diction – Author’s choice of words

Syntax – An author’s choice of grammar, which may include sentence structure, length, punctuation, capitalization, etc.

Connotation – Extended or implied meaning of a word

Denotation – The dictionary meaning of a word

Details (concrete/specific) – Bits of information that the author gives us. Why did the author give us this piece of information?

Foil – A secondary character used to compare or compliment another character

Parallelism – Phrases or situations in a story that resemble each other for the purpose of comparison

Figurative Language – Anything that is not literal 

   -Metaphor – A comparison between two dissimilar things (not using like or as)

   -Simile – A comparison between two dissimilar things (not using like or as)

   -Symbol – Something that represents more than what it is

   -Personification – Giving human or living qualities to something to non-living or non-human things 

Archetype – Universal symbol or pattern

Foreshadowing – Giving hints or clues as to what will happen later

Image (ry) – Anything that appeals to the senses

Irony – An unexpected twist

   -Situational – Ironic based on the situation

   -Dramatic – The audience knows something that the characters do not

   -Verbal – Says something but means the exact opposite or something different 

Point of view - 

   -1st Person – Seeing through the eyes of the person

   -3rd Person Limited – Seeing the character but can’t know what characters are thinking

   -3rd Person Omniscient – Person is not involved in the story (all seeing, all knowing)

Plot – What happens in a story

   -Subplot – Story within a story

   -Theme – A repeated an idea

   -Tone – The feeling or emotion we get

