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Huckleberry Finn Journals

Character sketches(as you go through the book… Identify major things that happen to the character, and discuss their participation in the book. Also discuss their importance to the book.): Huck Finn(at least one page, double spaced), Jim (2/3 of a page), Pap (1/3 of a page), Tom (2/3 of a page), King and Duke (half a page for both), Widow, Ms. Watson, and Aunt Sally (half a page for all 3)

In the beginning of the book Huck is just getting used to being ‘civilized’ and getting taken care of by the widow. He respects Tom Sawyer and thinks of him as his best friend.  He never questions Tom Sawyer. Soon after his father captures him though he goes back to his old ways. He just lays around and smokes all day and admits that he likes this way of life and can’t imagine why he liked being ‘civilized’. After escaping from his father he has to break away from old habits and learn to survive on his own. After he finds Jim though he starts to be friends with Jim. As the story progresses the relationship between Huck and Him becomes more brotherly. Huck learns that he cannot simply lay around all day and do nothing. He has to accept responsibility in order to survive. When he meets up with the duke and the king he views them as comical liars. As the story progresses even further he realizes the darker side of the king and the duke. Huck has to make a major decision whether to help the king and duke, or to try to help the family they are trying to rip off. Later when the king and duke sell Jim to a farmer. Huck has a major mental conflict between telling Ms. Watson where her slave is or trying t o save Jim. He decides to save Jim and decides that he will ‘go to hell’. When he is trying to save Jim he meets up with Tom Sawyer again but after Tom agrees to help him save Jim Huck respects him a lot less. He think that helping to free a slave is bad.    

In the beginning of the book Jim is Ms. Watson’s slave and he and Huck are not friends, in fact they barely know each other. After they find each other on the island though Jim is scared at first but then is just glad to see that Huck is alive and to see someone that he knows. When Huck and Jim start to work together this is a major point in the book. As they travel further and further down the river they encounter more and more troubles together. After facing these troubles Jim starts to think of Huck as more than an acquaintance and as more of a friend. We realize Jim’s feeling for Huck is after they get separated in the fog and Huck pretends that nothing happened. Jim’s feeling get hurt and we realize that he was really worried about Huck. As the story progresses even more we see that they are almost like brothers. Also we hear Jim refer to Huck as “Honey” and this is another sign of his affection for Huck. In the last few chapters when Huck and Tom rescued Jim we see that their relationship goes a little backwards and their relationship falls apart.

When the story first starts we can only hear about what pap was like before Huck was taken in by the widow. After he is taken away from the widow we find that pap hasn’t changed much since he last left Huck. Pap is a cruel and selfish man who only thinks about getting drunk. When he takes Huck away he does it just so he can get the money that he has. In fact pap also tries to kill him while in the cabin. Pap has no measurable change throughout the part of the book that he is in. The only change that is evident is when he is thought to have died.

The Duke and the King when we first meet them in the story they are very comical. But as the story goes they find they get very serious and darker. They are carpet baggers (people from the north who move south to make money) They are both liars and scam artists. They put on various play such as Romeo and Juliet. It all seems like fun and games. When they rob the family of the dead man they get more serious. The king and the duke try to scam the girls out of everything they own and they don’t care.

The widow is Huck’s guardian in the beginning of the book and tries to teach him how to be a respectable member of society. She teaches him to bathe, eat right, keep clean, and talk right. Ms. Watson is the person that teaches Huck about being a Christian and praying. She tells him that if you are good that you will go to heaven and the ironic thing about this character is that she tell Huck that smoking is a dirty habit yet she has snuff every day. Aunt Sally is Tom Sawyer’s aunt and is a pretty well-to-do person living in the south. She greets Huck thinking that he is Tom. She is very strict and paranoid about Tom and Huck and spanks them if they do anything wrong. At the end of the book she is just in awe that Tom and Huck could break Jim out of the shed cause all that chaos.

Mark Twain is a pen name for Samuel Langhorne Clemens. The name Mark Twain is a measurement for 2 fathoms, or 12 feet. He grew up on the Mississippi on a steamboat. Born in 1835 and died in 1910. American writer. While he was alive the Civil War was going. He lived during slavery and saw the civil war happen and fought for a short period of time on the confederate side. Wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn after the civil war, before it was published he was thought of as humorous. This novel indicated a turning point in his life. The reason that this book is his greatest book because it was written at a turning point in his life. The novel took him 7 years to write. The romantic period in literature spanned the late 1700’s through the late 1800’s. This novel os more realist than romantic. Models some characters after people he knew.

Approach 1: Formalistic – People who address the book by the book itself. They would notice a constant clash between romance and reality. Reality is constantly overtaking romance. There are territories that go with each side. Romantic things seem to come form nature. Reality steps in one we hit civilization. Romance is on the river and reality comes on the land. Huck’s and Jim’s relationship develops on the river. Tom is a romantic and Huck is a realist.

Approach 2: Archetypal – Hero’s Journey - Plots out any quest for knowledge or traces the process of growing up. The steps for the journey are Departure/ Separation: Someone has to leave and separate from their world of comfort separating from normal influences. Departure from an old way of thinking once you have departed you are ready for initiation, Initiation: the school of hard knocks as you are getting beat up and kicked around you will learn something after this it is time for a return, and Return: Return to a place of comfort that doesn’t have to be the same one as before, a time where new knowledge can be applied. This is both a physical and emotional journey. If Huck were stuck at home he would have never been friends with Jim.

Approach 3: Archetypal Adam – Referring to the story of Adam and Eve and calling it an archetype. Adam and Eve live in Eden. Eden is paradise because it is free of sin and other bad things. The only rule in Eden is that you can not eat fruit off of the tree of knowledge. The serpent (Satan) tempts Eve and she eats it and then has Adam eat it. As soon as they eat the fruit Eden disappears. Edenic Society: They start in a place of innocence or protection from knowledge. Gaining of knowledge/ loss of Eden. What is gained and what is lost? Is the character better off or worse off? Is Eden lost forever? Is Eden rediscovered? Does the character grow to accept what has happened. Huck is in “Eden” (the widow). He was being guarded from his father and abuse. Eventually he escapes Eden. He gains knowledge on the river. He returns to another type of Eden. 

Approach 4: Psychological Approach – Sigmund Freud 1856 – 1939 considered the godfather of modern psychology. He broke the human mind into 3 parts: Id, Superego, Ego. Id is placed on the pleasure principle. There is a part of the mind that looks for instinctual gratification without fear of consequences. You walk into a store and you are hungry and have no money. The Id part of the mind causes you to steal. The opposite of the Id is the Superego. The superego is the morality principle. The superego deals with societal values. The Ego is the reality principle. It is the Ego’s job to balance the stress between the battles of these to things that are going on inside your head. The Ego’s job is to relieve stress. The battle will be referred to as a crisis of conscience. When the guilt and stress build up. The Ego has defense mechanisms like repression, rationalization, denial, regression, reaction formation.

Chapter 14: In the beginning of chapter 14 Huck says that Jim is has a pretty level head for a nigger. He also says that hes never seen such a nigger, and if he got a notion in his head once, there wasn’t any getting out. At the end of the chapter he says that you cant learn a nigger to argue. The two conversations they have in the story are significant because it shows their view on different things and how they cant seem to agree. Also it shows that since they grew up differently they have different views on how the world is and how the world should be.The things that are shown about theses characters through their conversations in that Huck has more knowledge than Jim. Jim is really ignorant in the ways of the world because he was not allowed and education or anything else so the ways he think are naïve but they also make sense. Atfer all these arguments Jim ends up winning the last argument about languages. I think the ironic thing about Huck’s last racist remark in this chapter is that even though he said that you cant teach a nigger to argue. He was actually the one who lost the argument. Jim is the one who comes up with the valid points and Huck is the one that really doesn’t have any points to make on the argument.

Chapter 15: Huck tries to play a trick on Jim by pretending he never got lost in the fog and like nothing happened. Huck realizes that Jim has human feeling and apologizes to him.

Chapter 16: Huck feels guilty about taking Ms. Watson’s slave and is about to turn him in. His Id overtakes his superego and makes him not turn in Jim. This is the point where Mark Twain puts down the novel for two years. Some scholars have thought of the smashing of the raft as a symbol of Twain’s frustration. They miss Cairo and Huck realizes its ok to be nice to a black person. He claims that his inspiration ran dry. He does not know where to go with the novel next. After this point it took him a long itme ot figure out what was going to come next in the novel.

After Buck gets shot Huck hides in a tree and then starts to walk around the river bank and finds Jim. Jim keeps on referring to him as “honey” and is extremely glad that Huck is not dead. Huck also says that Jim’s voice never sounded so good before and he runs up and hugs Jim. When they are on the river everything seems to be great. There are nice breezes blowing and songbirds singing and sweet smells in the air. They also see a man on a raft chopping wood so far away that when he chops, the noise doesn’t come until a few seconds later. Huck also says that it is lovely to live on a raft. He said that there warn’t no home like a raft after all. Other places seem cramped up and smothery, but a raft don’t. You feel mighty comfortable and easy on a raft. They sometimes have the whole river to themselves and it the weather is always nice and nothing bad happens on the river. Once he gets off the river to grab the canoe though, some dogs scent him and men come toward him. They paddle to a towhead and meet up with a “king” and a “duke.” They have ragged clothes and carpet bags and have just been thrown out of towns for selling bad products.

CHAPTER 31: Huck’s Big Decision

Huck is starting to dislike the company of the King and Duke. After the king and duke go ashore Huck realizes that Jim is missing. He finds out that someone sold him for $40 to a man named Silas Phelps. Huck is trying to decide whether he should write a letter to Ms. Watson about where Jim is or try to save him. Huck tries to pray but he can’t because he knows that he can’t try to fool god into thinking that he will do the “right” thing so he writes the letter. After writing the letter Huck starts to remember all the things he and Jim had been through and decides that he can’t do that to Jim so he decides to try to save Jim even if it means that he is going to “hell.” So after this he decides to find the place where Jim is and finds the Duke and duke tells him that it was the King who sold Jim. When Huck asks him who the person that he sold it to is. The Duke lies and tells him that the King sold Jim to Abram G. Foster. 

In class essay:

1. Be able to complete essay

2. 5 paragraph essay, prepare

3. Try to do outline or write an essay at home

4. You are allowed to have books in class (own copy)

5. You are allowed to mark pages

6. You are not allowed to write anything about the essay itself into your book

7. No notes about paper

8. Color code quotes

9. Spelling counts

10. Formal writing rules use present tense

11. Don’t use I and you

12. Use title (creative)

13. The two prompts are:

a. Formalistic Approach (romance and reality)

· Introduction: hook (quote)(come with a hook in mind)

· Connect quote to the rest of the paper

· Use TAG

· Title, Author, Genre

· You talk about the characters with their most common name

· Give the prompt in your own words (own the prompt) 2 sentences max explaining that I’m using the formalistic approach and showing the battle between romance and reality.

·  CONCLUSION: CONNECTIONS: ARGUMENT: By looking at the novel in this way the reader learns about Mark Twains feeling on romance. 2 – 3 sentences about how he feels about it and what his message is. 

· Topics for body paragraphs are beginning, middle, and end

· If your talking about beginning we are talking about everything before he gets on the river.

· Middle is when he is on the river and when he meets the king, duke, Shepherdsons

· End is when Huck meets Aunt Sally

· CONCRETE DETAILS: For every paragraph you have 2 concrete details. Specific examples of the battle between romance and reality. EX. One example of the battle between romance and reality occurs while Tom’s band of robbers is on a raid. 

· 3 supporting details MAX per concrete detail

· Could have quotes for concrete or supporting details

· Dealing with the battle of romance and reality (not dealing with romantic situations.

· Scene where Tom and Huck seem to collide

b. Archetypal Hero Journey

· Intro (hook, tag, own prompt

· Explain hero journey in the prompt

· Argument: By looking at the novel in this way the reader can question whether or not Huck is better off or worse off at the end of his journey.

· Talk further about these things in the connections

·  Body Sentence Thesis: Departure, Initiation, return

· Hero Journey is not just physical it is Mental and Phsyical

·  CONCRETE DETAILS: Physical Departure, Mental or emotional departure

