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Great Expectations Journal

Pip is only seven in the beginning of the book. He is living with his sister and his sister’s husband Joe. He thinks of Joe as his best friend but his sister makes his life miserable. He is constantly being beaten by his sister and she is very abusive towards him. While he is in his families gravesite he is confronted by a convict who threatens to kill him unless he brings him beer and food. Pip has to steal from his own house and ends up bringing the food to the wrong convict, but the convict is very grateful that he brought him the food. Pip feels guilty about stealing the food from his family and he hopes that no one will notice. Later in the story he is invited to go to Ms. Havisham’s house. When he gets there he sees that it is run down and old. He is escorted in by Estella and he finds Ms. Havisham in a room littered with all sorts of things. She is in a wedding dress and all the clock are stopped at 20 minutes until 9. Ms. Havisham tells him to play, but he is not sure what to do. Ms. Havisham has him play cards with Estella and she beats him every time. Every time he visits Ms. Havisham he starts to be more and more attracted to Estella and Ms. Havisham is telling Estella to break his heart and that she should taunt him and tease him. Ms. Havisham eventually dismisses him and makes Pip Joe’s apprentice. Pip is not happy at this news because now he has had a taste of a life better than his. He wishes that he could somehow become something better so that he can get Estella. After being apprenticed to Joe he  finds out that he has come into a great fortune and has great expectations. He believes that Ms. Havisham gave him the money so that he could marry Estella. He becomes friends with his roommate Herbert, and they lived together in a rundown building. The person who takes care of him is Mr. Jaggers, who supplies him with money. He is always spending his money on things that are unnecessary instead of using it to pay off his debts. One day the convict from his childhood comes to his room and tells him that he is the person who gave him the money and allowed him to become a gentleman. Pip is very upset by the news because he thought that Ms. Havisham gave him the money so that he could marry Estella, but those dreams had deserted him. He has to face the fact that him and Estella are never to be together.  He also uses most of his money to help pay of Herbert;s debts. Because of his irresponsible use of money, his debts become so great that he is arrested and sent to prison. He becomes ill while he is in prison, and joe comes to take care of him there. Joe pays off all of Pip’s debts and he is freed.

Pip calls his sister Mrs. Joe and never refers to her by her first name. This may suggest that he doesn’t have a very close relationship with his sister. The way in which he refers to his sister suggests that she is more masculine than feminine. Then he refers to Joe as being mild, good natured, sweet tempered, easy going, foolish, dear fellow, and him being a fair man, with curls of flaxen hair on each side of his smooth face, and with eyes of such a very undecided blue that they seem to have somehow got mixed with their own whites. While he refers to his sister as having black hair and eyes and such a prevailing redness of the skin, that I sometimes used to wonder whether it was possible she washed herself with a nutmeg grater instead of soap. Immediately you can tell that he likes Joe a lot more than Mrs. Joe and he also seems to refer to Joe as most people would refer to a woman. He sees Joe as being more feminine than his sister, yet he sees Mrs. Joe as being more masculine than Joe. He also says that Joe is much nicer than Mrs. Joe and that they are ‘fellow-sufferers’. He says he treats him as a lower species of child. He does not have respect for Joe but they are still friends, probably because of their common suffering at the hand of Mrs. Joe. Both he and Joe are afraid of her and they don’t put up much resistance. His sister is violent and she likes to deal out punishment with ‘Tickler’ A cane with wax on the end that is used to punish them. Mrs. Joe. She wears an apron that is full of pins and needles, it is square and it is fastened to her. When she is talking about how she always has to wear her apron to company she talks about how she has to wear it to make herself look good, but when she is talking to Joe she is yelling at him saying that it is his fault that she always has to wear this thick coarse apron. She is also described as bony so it makes a big point that this is someone you cannot get close to. 

Dickens

Dickens is bets known for his characters and his settings. The settings in Dickens’ novels almost become characters in of themselves or at least part of a character. 

Ms. Havishim’s house is made of bricks, is dismal, and has lots of iron bars attached to it. Some of the windows are walled up and the ones on the lower floors are rustily barred.  This is similar to a prison. The wind seems to blow colder when you enter the yard, The front door is chained up. There is a courtyard in the front and that is also barred. The courtyard is paved and green, but has grass growing out of every crevice. There is also a large brewery at the side of the house and is surrounded by a high wall. This description of the house gives the feeling of abandonment and emptiness. It is not very well kept and is not normally open to guests. The bars on the windows and the walled in windows suggest that Ms. Havishim does not want anyone to come inside nor does she want to go outside. 

Great Expectations

Expectations – We know for sure that it is going to happen

5 years from know I expect to be in college and be driving. I also expect to be long done with my eagle project and also have a part-time job to earn money and have a nice car.

10 years from know I expect to have graduated from college and have a high paying job. I also expect to have my own apartment (or if I am lucky, a house)

Mr. Jaggers’ office is lit only be a skylight and is very dismal. The skylight is eccentrically patched and the houses that were attached to this one seemed to twist to look in through the window. There were not many papers lying about and there were many random objects around the place such as an old rusty pistol, a sword in a scabbard, several boxes and packages, and two casts on a shelf of people who looked swollen. Mr. Jaggers’ chair is made of black horse hair with rows of brass nails along the edge of it which makes it look like a coffin. The room is very small and you can tell that Mr. Jaggers’ clients usually back up into the wall opposite him judging from the marks on that wall. The overall feel of the room is dank and cavern like. He is not a happy man and is chaotic.


Barnard is described as being a disembodied spirit, or a fiction, and his inn the dingiest collection of shabby buildings ever squeezed together in a rank corner as a club for tom-cats. Everything is dilapidated. There is broken glass and dusty decay. All sorts of rot is taking place in the building. From the sound of things Pip does not like Barnard or his inn. He does not like how all the houses are crammed together and that everything around him is falling apart and slowly rotting away.

Pip

Biddy

Joe

Mrs. Joe

Mr. Jaggers – He defends people who are usually guilty, he defended his maid Molly. He is dirty and filthy and is driven by money. He is always washing his hands (he is always trying to rid himself of bad things but he can’t get his hands clean) He is fair with Pip and he does his job.

Wemmick – Wemmick is a nice guy caught in an evil world. He has an old parent that he is responsible for and builds hi a ‘castle’ and fires a connon for him every night. He is corrupted from Jaggers. 

Herbert Pocket – He doesn’t have much money he has a girlfriend named Clara and she is average but they love each other. He starts with nothing and ends up with something. We see in Herbert he is happy with what he has and is doing. When he gets money he does the right thing with it. He is a foil to Pip.

Money is a constant theme in Great Expectations. Many of the problems the characters face in the book involve a shortage of money. The only way to gain respect or become anything higher than a commoner is to get large sums of money. Money is used to buy all the necessities necessary to survive. All of this spending causes most people to go into debt. If the debt grows to great or is not paid off within a certain amount of time the person who is in debt gets arrested and is sent to a debtors prison until they can pay off their debts. There are taxes on all basic necessities 

The idea of penance is presented many times within the book. One person who has to pay penance is Pip. Pip is always spending his money where he shouldn’t and the rest of the money he give to Herbert to pas off his debts, but he doesn’t spend any money on his own debts. Because of his irresponsibility with money he has to pay a penance for his behavior. His debts eventually get so high that he is arrested and taken to debtors prison. He also gets sick and can barely move or speak. When he finally comes to he realizes that Joe has been taking care of him the while time while he was in the prison. Another example of penance is Estella. The crime that Estella committed was that she toyed and teased men and as a result she never found true love and ended up being unhappy and a lot less rich than when she started. She loses all of her possessions and she is unhappy with her marriage. Another person who is forced to pay penance is Ms. Havisham. Ms. Havisham is the reason that Estella is so heartless. She raised Estella to take revenge on all men because her fiancé didn’t show up for her wedding and took a lot of money with him. Since she raised Estella to have no heart she goes around doing exactly what she was raised to do. Because of these crimes that she committed she is severely punished. She has a lot of regret about what she has done. She also catches on fire right before pip leaves her house and she is severely burned, and in the end she eventually dies. Although the people who pay the penance do commit crimes the punishment for these crimes is not always equal to the actual crimes committed. For many of these people the punishment was much greater than what they actually did.

In the beginning Pip is living with his sister and her husband Joe. He lives a relatively good life except when his sister is beating him or abusing him. While he is looking at his family’s gravestones a convict approaches him and threatens to kill him unless he gets him food and drink. Pip decides to steal the food and drink from his house and he hopes that no one will notice. When he brings the food to the convict he accidently gives it to the wrong convict. The convict that he gave the food to is very grateful and thanks him. He then is invited to go to Ms. Havisham’s house to play. When he gets there he is greeted by Estella. He is led into the room where Ms. Havisham is. He is told to play, so he plays cards with Estella. She beats him every time. After visiting Ms. Havisham several more time, Pip begins to resent that he is so common. He wishes that he was rich so that he could have a chance at getting Estella. One day he is informed that he has come into a great fortune and that he has great expectations. He is sent off to London and therefore departs from his place of comfort. He arrives at London and meets his roommate Herbert Pocket and then meets Mr. Jaggers. He lives in a rundown apartment and lives very modestly. He accumulates debts over time and spends the money that he should be spending to pay off his debts on things he doesn’t need. He eventually finds out that he is being given money by the convict that he gave the food to when he was a child. Pip is shocked by this news and is crushed that it is not Ms. Havisham who allowed him to be a gentleman and gave him all that money. He is disappointed because now he knows that he is not meant to be with Estella. He then makes it his duty to try to hide the convict from everyone else in case he is recognized. When they are trying to smuggle him out of London they get caught and the convict is arrested and sent to jail and sentenced to death. Therefore, Pip’s expectations were no more. Pip is also arrested and sent to a debtors prison where Joe took care of him and paid off his debts. He then returns to his place of comfort. He decides to live with Joe again and he finds that his friend Biddy has married Joe.

In the beginning of the book Pip is living with his Sister and his sister’s husband Joe. This is the ‘Edenic Society’ that he starts out in. The convict makes him steal food and drink from his house. He brings the food to the wrong convict and he is grateful. He is then invite to go to Ms. Havisham’s house for reasons he does not know. When he arrives there he is led in by a girl named Estella. He is led into the room where Ms. Havisham is. She is dressed in a wedding dress and things are just laying everywhere. Ms. Havisham tells Pip to play, but he is not sure what he is supposed to do so she tells him to play cards with Estella. Estella beats him every time at the game. He starts to notice that he is very common looking and he soon grows unhappy with his style of life and wishes that he could somehow become rich and be a gentleman. This symbolizes the gaining of truth and knowledge. His dreams are soon realized when he is informed that he has come into a great sum of money and is destined to become a gentleman. Pip is delighted at the news and immediately accepts. He makes ready and leaves in a week. This symbolizes the departure from Eden. He lives with Herbert Pocket and he is paid a certain amount of money every once in a while to help with his debts. Instead of using the money to pay off his debts, he uses it to buy things that he doesn’t need and then uses the remaining money to pay off Herbert’s debt instead of his own. He then find out that the person who has been supplying him with all the money and the person who allowed him to be a gentleman is none other than the convict that he gave the food to when he was a young kid. Pip is shocked when he hears this and is very disappointed because all this time he thought it was Ms. Havisham supplying him with the money so that he could marry him, but it turns out that Ms. Havisham had nothing to do with it. He makes it his duty to hide the convict in case he might be spotted and recognized as such. When they are trying to escape London on a boat with the convict, but they are caught as they are escaping and the convict is arrested and given the death sentence. Pip is also arrested for not paying his debts and he is put in prison. While he is in prison Joe takes care of him and then pays off all his debts. Pip then returns to his ‘Edenic Society’ but it has changed a lot since he has last been there.

