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Totalitarianism, Communism, and their relationship to each other

Section written by Ryan Oberman

Source: http://www.answers.com/
Here is the information about Totalitarianism, Communism, and their relationship to each other. Communism is a system of government in which the state plans and controls the economy and a single, often authoritarian party holds power, claiming to make progress toward a higher social order in which all goods are equally shared by the people. A totalitarian government seeks to control not only all economic and political matters but the attitudes, values, and beliefs of its population, erasing the distinction between state and society. In a Communist government the government totally controls the political and economic aspects of the country and does not control what its citizens actually do. Totalitarianism controls the economy and politics, but also controls the people’s attitudes values and beliefs.

Karl Marx and his philosophies

Section written by Ryan Oberman

Source: http://www.gradesaver.com/ClassicNotes/Authors/about_karl_marx.html
Here is the information about Karl Marx and his philosophies. Karl Marx was born on May 5, 1818. He was born into a Jewish family and received good schooling. When he left to go to Paris, he met up with many socialists and revolutionaries and they talked about their beliefs. He met Friedrich Engels and together they developed the idea of communism. He was exiled from France, so he moved to Belgium where they became part of the Communist League. This league commissioned Engels and Marx to publish their beliefs. This became the Communist Manifesto. The Manifesto was published to stir up a revolution. When the revolution started in Germany he moved to Rhineland to test his theory. When the revolution there was suppressed he went to London, and the Communist League disbanded. 

Propaganda During Stalin’s Time

Section written by Ryan Oberman

Source: http://it.stlawu.edu/~rkreuzer/indv2/confilm.htm, http://it.stlawu.edu/~rkreuzer/indv2/conlit.htm
Here is the information about propaganda during Stalin’s time. Video has always been the primary tool of Soviet propaganda. Stalin did not find Einstein’s work on video propaganda to be very affective. Stalin decided to use his own method for video propaganda. The videos would show how great life was under Stalinist rule and also convinced people that the Soviet state was superior to all others. Stalin did everything he would to gain as much of an advantage as possible with his propaganda. Literature was another form of propaganda utilized by Stalin. He controlled all the writers, which he organized into a writer’s congress. He put many restrictions on their writings such as censorship and controlling anti-Stalin material. He also made it the writers’ job to make him look better.

Czar Nicholas II (2)

Section written by Troy Torrez

Source: http://www.worldwar1.com/biorczar.htm
 

            Nicholas was born on May 6, 1868.  Nicholas was short, he was only 5 ½ feet tall.  He was well known for his looks, and he has blue eyes had golden highlights in his hair.  Nicholas was a very smart person, and he was the smartest of all the European royalty during his time.  During his childhood and teenage years, his family was protected by police, which cut off his relationship with the outside world.  He did not learn how people without a lot of money really lived and about other religions, societies, and cultures.  This meant that he thought that the way he and his family lived was the right way and all of the other ways were wrong.  Nicholas was the heir to the throne in Russia, and before he to the throne, he got to the rank of Colonel in the Life Guards.  He married a German woman, Alex of Hess, in 1893.  He did not think that he was ready to rule over Russia, but he still took the oath, and he found out that he could not trust many people.  The most important thing to Nicholas was his country.  The people thought that Nicholas was a failure, and one of the things that led to this was that he could not discern what was the right thing and what was the wrong thing for Russia.  He lacked knowledge about politics and he often had a very hard time deciding what to do.  In 1915, he became the leader of the army.  The army did not want to fight any more and the government was really messed up.  In 1917, Nicholas gave up his rule of Russia.  Nicholas and his family were shot and killed on July 16, 1918.

 

Vladimir Lenin (2)

Section written by Troy Torrez

Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml
 

            Vladimir Lenin was born in 1870 and died in 1924.  He grew up in Russia in a very intelligent family.  He did very well in school and decided that he wanted to study law.  He went to a university, but he was expelled from the university because of his radical ideas.  In 1891, he got his law degree while he was not actually at the university.  After he received his degree, he moved to St. Petersburg, where he became a revolutionary.  Because of what he was doing, he was exiled to Siberia, and while he was there he married Nadezhda Krupskaya.  After leaving Siberia, Lenin moved to Western Europe.  He was a very important person in the revolutionary movement there.  He became the leader of the Bolsheviks.  In 1917, after the World War I, he went back to Russia.  He was the leader of the October Revolution, which ended with the overthrow of the Russian government.  The Bolsheviks ruled over Russia after several years of civil war.  Lenin showed during this time that he did not care that other members of his country were dying.  He began the New Economic Policy after he was unable to create a socialist economy.  In 1918, there was an assassination attempt on Lenin, but he was to survive.  Four years later, in 1922, Lenin had a stroke which severely hurt his health and contributed to his eventual death several years later. They put his body on display.

 

The Bolsheviks (3)

Section written by Troy Torrez

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolshevik
 

            The Bolsheviks were a group that was in the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party.  Vladimir Lenin was the leader of the party, which was based on Marxism.  They seized power of Russia in 1917 during the October Revolution.  After they seized power, they changed their name to the All-Russian Communist Party.  Following this, they were just referred to as the Communist Party.

Josef Stalin

Section Written by Faisal Ghias 

Source: Microsoft Encarta 2004

Stalin is who Napoleon is based on in the book Animal Farm. In 1902, he staged a workers movement to protest against the Russian Monarchy. When the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party split into two groups, the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks, he joined the militant Bolsheviks who were led by Vladimir Lenin, whom Old Major is based on. In 1912, Lenin increased Stalin’s rank within his organization. The reason for this was that Stalin was very good at taking care of war. He was now the leader of the Bolshevik party. Stalin was exiled in 1913, but his exile was ended when the Russian Monarchy was overthrown. Stalin became one of the members of the soviet council, which was known as the People’s Commissars. In 1919, he was elected as part of the communist party’s highest decision-making body. During the Russian civil war, he had conflicts with the commissar of war, whose name was Leon Trotsky. Snowball is based on Trotsky. In 1922, he was elected General Secretary of the Communist party. His ways conflicted with Lenin’s, who was getting ready to die. After Leon Trotsky had left Russia, Joseph Stalin started to purge all of the government from the original members of the Bolshevik party. In the late 1920s, Stalin started to oversee, and monitor the production of wheat. Joseph Stalin in the later 1940s had entered the massive war known to us as World War II. He participated in the meetings with the allies in the Conference of Yalta, which determined what would happen after the war, the Conference of Tehran, and Potsdam in 1945. The battle of Stalingrad was perhaps the biggest battle involving Russia during World War II. However, Stalin died shortly after World War II in the year 1953.

Russian Orthodox Church

Section Written by Faisal Ghias 

Source: Microsoft Encarta 2004

The Russian Orthodox Church was established after the fall of the Byzantine Empire. Russia then volunteered to take in the Orthodox, and make Russia the home for the Church. The Russian Orthodox Church was a strong supporter of the Monarchy, and the Czar in Russia. After the fall of the Czar, they disappeared out of the picture.

Stalin’s “Purges”

Section written by Richard Gall

Sources: http://www.gendercide.org/case_stalin.html http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1936purges.html
The Checka were Stalin’s secret police. They killed people. Stalin sent millions of people to labour camps that were basically death camps.  Mass gendercide occurred at Stalin’s labour camps.  Ukraine had to turn over most of its food income to the state which made the Ukraine people die of starvation.  Stalin had to get rid of reconciling communist party members and Stalin killed them through summary executions or his labour camps.  He also took out the Kulaks who were the wealthier peasants and had been reported to even be shooting at a rate of 70-120 a night.  Then there family was dumped on a beach and left there.  Stalin also had the secret police take out the other party leaders that could run against him so there would be no resistance.  By 1938, 7 million victims of Stalin’s purges were in labour camps. They had public trials to get people to confess to crimes that they didn’t commit.

Stalin’s Five-year plans

Section written by Richard Gall

Source: http://www.gendercide.org/case_stalin.html
Stalin’s five year plans were to make the USSR an industrial state.  The people working on industry were treated brutally and millions died.  In order to industrialize the USSR Stalin got rid of all private industry and that way all profits were made by the USSR.  Another plan in the five-year plans was to secure the borders and when possible expand them to increase their influence over the world. It took more than 5 years.

Leon Trotsky

Section written by Brent Trombley

Source: http://www.marxists.org/archive/bryant/works/1923-mom/trotsky.htm, http://www.fbuch.com/leon.htm
Leon Trotsky was born in southern Ukraine in 1879 to a Jewish family.  He died at the age of 61 on August 21st 1940, from being attacked with an ice-axe. He was exiled from Communist Russia for years at a time, but he would come back to Russia to help with what he felt needed to be done.  Trotsky’s political career was a slow up rise of power until he controlled the Red Army.  In the beginning he was known as a smart man with an ability to orate very well.  He emerged as a young man who is very smart and who is also very socialist.  He started many parties and organizations which are aimed at making their place in society better, and for the socialists to become more powerful.  Such organizations as the World Party of Socialist Revolution and he were involved in the workers’ movements.  He really wanted to make the communist work for the people.

Trotsky gained in rake, and eventually became the Minister of War.  When he came back to Russia after his exile, he had to start to rebuild the Red Army.  This is where he gained most of his profoundness was from shaping the Red Army, and he made it into one of the most powerful armies that Russia had ever seen.  When this was done, he became one of the key people in the Russian Revolution.  He worked closely with Lenin, who was the leader of Trotsky in the way that he did things.  He was a person to which he would plan and where Trotsky would rather get what he was going to do out of the way.  Trotsky was addicted to having things organized and well kept up, so that everything would run smoothly with not problems coming up unexpectedly.  With his influence of being the Minister of War, he was able to accomplish almost anything that he wanted to do.  He was supposed to be the heir of Russia, and when Stalin sees the opening to get onto the throne, he takes it and is able to push Trotsky off the throne.  Through all of his achievement, he did also make enemy’s who would eventually kill him.  This is where Stalin gets involved with Trotsky, and he is the person who hired the assign to kill Trotsky.

The Russian Revolution 

Section written by Brent Trombley

Source: http://mars.acnet.wnec.edu/~grempel/courses/wc2/lectures/rev1917.html 


The Russian Revolution was spearheaded by a man named Lenin.  The want to be a socialist area by many people and the eventual control of the Volhynian guard, led to the eventual Russian Revolution.  The Volhynian guards were the people who killed many of the officers who would have presented a problem to the revolution.  When the revolution is done with, Trotsky is not the ruler, but Stalin took his place.  The “new” Russia becomes the one that over time will become a world superpower. 

The Cheka (Stalin’s Secret Police)

Section written by Brent Trombley

Source: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RUScheka.htm 

They went around and would take people from their homes, to work to death.  In the beginning they worked under the leadership of the government, but without the knowledge of the general public.  When they suspected people of conspiring against them the only choice the people had was to either go with them or die.  They would have public trials that people would admit to, because they had to end their torture.  The Secret Police would make the threats that they would kill their families and then the people would try to save their families from this torture, although most of the time it would not work.  

· The dogs are the Checka – secret police

· The five year plan is the windmill

· Their flag resembles the Russian flag

· 7 commandments are the communist manifesto

· Old Major is Karl Marx and Lenin – He gets the revolution going and his skull is put on display

· Jones is Czar Nicholas – He rules animal farm and he is not a very good farmer and he doesn’t feed the animals

· Snowball is Trotsky – he leads the revolution and wanted what was best for the animals he creates the idea of the windmill, he becomes the scapegoat

· Napoleon is Stalin – gets rid of snowball and becomes ruler, rules with iron fist

· Bolsheviks – are the pigs – they lead the revolution and became the ruling party after the revolution

· 5 year plans is the windmill – even after the windmill is done they still have to work. He tells them life will get better, hot and cold water, heated farm houses

· Purges – they have the animals are brought in front of everyone else and made them confess to crimes they did not commit. The dog ripped their throats out

· Propaganda is controlled by squealer

· Boxer and Clover (horses) – Boxer is a loyalist and most of the animals admire him because he is the hardest worker.

· Raven Moses – is religion “Religion is the opiate of the masses” Opiate is a drug. It makes people feel better and forget their worries. Moses always talks about “Sugar Candy Mountain” which is a farm in the sky. The reference is to heaven. Place where the animals go when they die. He was Jones’ pet and when the animals take over he leaves. Near the end of the story he comes back and people begin to buy into the religion.

· The Sheep – the mindless masses, conditioning, brainwashing, 

· Benjamin – He is skeptic, he is a realist, he is always the same. He acts the same before and after the revolution. 

· The Cat – only shows up when its time to eat, never there when its time to work, always looking for a good opportunity. The cat is the greatest reason why communism doesn’t work. The cat takes advantage of communism. He doesn’t work and he still gets paid.

· Mollie – Mollies loves sugar and ribbons, they are luxuries, in communism everyone is equal. Rich people takes control of all businesses. Rich people were then forced to make the same money as everyone else.

· Whymper – He served as a connection to the outside world, he wants the money He is a capitalist. 

· Frederick and Pilkington (neighbors) – Frederick represents Germany he always fights and is in lawsuits. Pilkington does not care about his own farm, he only cares about hunting and fishing he represents England.

