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A Separate Peace

Analyze the characters. The two primary characters are Gene and Finny (full page double spaced each), Brinker(third of a page) and Lepper (half page) and Quackenbush (third of a page) 

Gene is a high school student at Devon. He is unsure of himself and is not very athletic. He excels at academics and is probably going to graduate valedictorian. Gene becomes friends with Finny and because of this his life starts to change. Finny convinces him to jump out of the tree that is near the river. Finny also convinces him to go to the beach with him and skip school for the day. Gene later gets suspicious of Finny, thinking that all these things that Finny has been doing to him are just attempts to make it so he will get bad grades and not graduate valedictorian. When he confront Finny about this, he finds out that Finny simply thought that he didn’t need to study, he thought academics came to Gene like athletics came to him. Gene explains that in order for him to have good grades he can’t skip class. Gene realizes that Finny was never trying to mess up his grades, but just trying to have fun and be a good friend. One day Finny decides that both him and Gene should go on a double jump off the tree. When both of them are about to jump Gene unknowingly jounces the tree limb that they are standing on and knocks Finny off. The fall caused the breaking off Finny’s leg and he had to go home to recuperate. This causes Gene to realize that he not only jounced the limb, but subconsciously he did it on purpose. Gene feels horrible when finding this out and decides to go to Finny’s house to confess. When he tells his story to Finny, he just laughs and insists that it was foolishness on his part and that he shouldn’t feel guilty. They get into a fight and Gene leaves. He later receives a phone call from Finny to check if he is ok and also to see if he has gotten over the idea that he jounced the limb. During this time he also realizes that both he and Finny are the same person. When Finny gets back to school he decides to coach Gene in training for the Olympics because he no longer can. At the same time Gene is also teaching Finny how to study. Gene and Finny are later forced to face what happened up in the tree. Finny runs out of the room and falls down the stairs, breaking his leg a second time. When Finny dies Gene does not cry because he felt that Finny was him and he does not cry in that case.

 Finny is very athletic and seems to be able to talk his way out of any situation. Because of his skills in athletics and his verbal abilities he is a leader. He decides that he will jump out of the big tree near the river. After he jumps out of the tree he encourages Gene to also jump. He also invents the game ‘blitz ball’ and also forms his own club to encourage other people to jump out of the tee also. He takes Gene on a trip to the beach and pressures him to skip school. Gene gets suspicious of Finny and confronts him. Finny is hurt by his suspicions that he is trying to give Gene bad grades and explains to Gene that he thought academics came natural to him and he did not need to study. Finny also decides that he and Gene should do a double jump off the tree. Gene jounces the limb and sends Finny plummeting to the ground. Finny breaks his leg and has to return to his home to recuperate from the break. Gene comes over to his house one day and confesses that he unknowingly shook the limb so that Finny would fall out. Finny just laughs and says that he could not have shaken the branch and that he fell because of his own clumsiness. They get into a fight and Gene leaves his house. Finny later calls Gene at school to see if he is ok and to see if he has gotten over the idea that he knocked Finny out of the tree. Gene says that he ok and he can not wait until he gets back to school. When Finny comes back to school he changes a lot. He was once independent but now relies on Gene to help him with almost everything. He also cannot participate in sports and more. When he comes back to school and realizes that Gene is not in any sports, Finny decides to train him for the upcoming Olympics since he can’t go with his broken leg. Gene also helps him to understand his school work better.

Brinker is arrogant and unfriendly. He likes to boss people around and think of himself as being superior. Since he likes being in charge so much he is captain of the sports team that finny is manager of. Brinker tries to boss Gene around but he fights back and they get into a big fight. In the end of the book when everyone is leaving Devon to pursue careers in the armed forces Brinker’s dad is at Devon and Brinker tells his dad about how he is going to enlist in the Coast Guard. Brinker’s dad is disappointed and then asks Gene what he is doing and when he learns that he is going to join the navy his father’s disappointment is even greater. All that broker wants is his dad’s respect but since he is joining the coast guard his dad does not show it.

Leper is an outcast and a geek. He is smart and he likes to observe things in nature. He is smart and is not very athletic. He is seen skiing near the school looking for a beaver dam. He does not believe in downhill skiing and thinks that you should ski slow so that you can see all the things that surround you. His opinions of this change however when the army comes to his school and shows a video of some ski troops in the arm he decides that what he thought about skiing was foolish and he immediately enlists. He later escapes from the army and has gone crazy. He deserted be fore he could get a section 8 discharge and asks Gene to come to his house and talk. Gene and Leper get into a fight because Leper blames Gene for knocking Finny out of the tree.  Leper is later seen at the trial and testifies that Gene knocked Finny out of tree.

Quackenbush is a kid from Germany that goes to Devon and is friends with Finny and Gene. He joins them in the Summer Suicide Society of the Summer Session. He also plays blitz ball with Finny and Gene.

Think about Eden and the Edenic society. We need to think in terms of how this place is edenic, how do they go to the tree of knowledge where something traumatic happens and then paradise is lost. Well thought out two thirds of a page discussing the idea that Gene and Finny are the same person. The setting of this book is Devon High School in New England during WWII. It is an all boys school and is very prestigious.  The students seem to be very separate from the war and the rest of the world. Women add a different dynamic to the story. There is no family. These are boys who are stranded with one another for their lives. The people at the school are closer than family members. Finn and Gene become closer than brothers because they rely on each other. They have to form their own society. Are we ever happy for the achievements of others? I believe that no one can be totally happy for someone else’s achievements because it is human nature to be a little selfish and jealous. I believe that it is possible to be happy, but there always seems to be a part of a person that wonders how they got to have this achievement, or why didn’t I get to do this? I think that even the most selfless person has a tiny bit of jealousy at the achievements of others.

A Separate Peace Close Textual Analysis

In the beginning of the book Gene returns to his old high school 15 years after he attended it. Everything seems shinier and straighter than when he attended. He thinks the school seems like a museum. He says that is what the school is to him yet he does not want it to be like that. Everything about the school seems to be preserved. Everything seems frozen in time. Everything is just as he remembered it and nothing has changed. He then refers to the changes that are present within him as he is wandering the halls. He is taller, bigger, has more money, is more successful, and has more ‘security’ than he had during his days at Devon. After walking around the halls he moves on to the fields. Everything is gloomy and soggy as he walks across the fields. He talks about how his city shoes and how his walk across the field ruins them. The diction that the author uses indicates that this is a somber occasion. He has to search to find the tree that he was looking for. He knows that his is the right tree because of the certain small scars on the trunk. He has trouble finding the tree because I wasn’t as he remembered it to be. He remembers it as sticking out like a large artillery piece. Now the tree is old, feeble, and dry. He was glad though that he could come and see it. He finds that the more things stay the same, the more they seem to change, and that nothing endures forever. He says that he walks back through the mud ‘changed’ and as he walks memories of his childhood and his days at Devon come rushing back to him.

The first page goes toward this idea that everything seems newer or preserved. Everything seems newer to him because he had negative memories about the school before he left to war. When he returns he finds that it wasn’t the school that was bad it was the things that happened there. He feels like there are all these old memories in a new place. It is a wet self-pitying November day. The moody gusts are all around him. He can’t escape from them. He refers to it as being a raw non-descript type of year. He also makes comments about the houses and about the failing ivy, and stripped moaning trees. The houses looked more elegant and lifeless than ever. When he stops at the marble stairs he comments that it is really hard marble. He walks outside and the far common is still empty, and he walks down the wide gravel road. He makes Devon seem small, isolated and harmonious. When he reaches the playing fields. Once again he refers to it as being a wide, open space. He refers to the tennis courts as forlorn and that they are soggily and emptily reaching away from him. Grey is a constant theme. As he gets closer to the tree the weather seems to be trying to keep him from going. He says that the mud is making obscene noises. It ‘dooms’ his city shoes and the wind flings wet gusts at him. He ‘trudges’ across the fields. The word slog also refers to a tiresome walk. When he gets near the tree the fog descends upon him. When he nears the tree he feels isolated and gets cold. The wind blows more steadily at the tree. He imagined the tree would be a huge, lone, spike. Dominating the riverbank, forbidding as an artillery piece, and high as a beanstalk. As he approaches the tree he has to move through the soaked, coarse grass. He examines the tree and finds scars.’ He finds that the tree is smaller and more decrepit than how he remembers it. It is weary from age, feeble, and dry. He says that he is changed. The diction used after this word symbolizes that he doesn’t feel so gloomy.

The symbolism Involved in Finny’s Death:

Finny dies from a broken bone after falling down the marble stairs at Devon. The reason he falls is because he is confronted with the fact that Gene made him fall from the tree on purpose. When confronted with this he gets upset and runs out and then falls and breaks his leg. Gene is allowed to see Finny for a short period of time. The rest of his time is spent waiting for news of his friend’s recovery. When the doctor emerges he gives the news that Finny is dead. Finny died from the marrow from his bone flowing into his blood stream and stopping his heart. 


Everyone at the trial tells Finny that Gene jounced the limb he is finally confronted with the idea that Gene was the cause of his broken leg. When you tak about someone’s bone marrow you are usually referring to their ‘essence.’ So when he dies he loses his ‘essence.’ The marrow that flows to his heart is his ‘essence.’ When his heart stops it is almost as if his heart was breaking. He has to relive the incident when he falls out of the tree during the trial. 

Gene and Finny are the same person. We are first aware of this right after Finny breaks his leg. When he puts on Finny’s clothes and realizes that he looks just like Finny. He and Finny balance each other out. After Finny breaks his leg 

