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1984 Journals

The opening passage to 1984 by George Orwell there is a certain tone that is expressed by the author. Through the use of diction, imagery, and details George Orwell creates a loathing and dark tone.


One of the devices that Orwell uses in his novel is diction. One particular word that stands out from the rest is “vile”. Vile is describing the kind of wind he is experiencing. The word vile gives the wind more of a loathing and dark tone than if he were just to call it wind. Another word that stands out from the rest is the word “gritty”, which he uses to describe some dust. When he is stepping into his apartment complex he does not enter quickly enough to prevent a swirl of gritty dust from entering with him. Rather than just calling it dust, the author chooses to use the word “gritty” to describe that the sand is not just soft, pleasant sand.


Another device that Orwell uses in his novel is imagery. Some words that particularly stand out and create imagery are vile and “old” and “tacked”. This creates the feeling that the place where he is, is not taken care of and has been there for some time. The poster is simply tacked to the wall. Some other words that stick out are “black” and “contrived”, both are used to describe the posters of Big Brother that are tacked on the walls. He describes Big Brother as having a heavy black moustache. He also describes the poster as “contrived” because the eyes follow you around.


Yet another device that Orwell uses in his novel are details. He gives many details about the apartment in which he lives. He lives in Victory Mansions. “The hallway smelt of boiled cabbage and old rag mats.” Poster of Big Brother are tacked up at the ends. The elevator never works even during the good times because there was a cutoff of electricity during the daylight hours for hate week. The building is several stories high and the only way to get to the top is to use the stairs. Orwell also goes into great detail when describing Big Brother. “At one end of it a coloured poster, too large for indoor display had been tacked to the wall. It depicted a simply enormous face, more than a metre wide: the face of a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black moustache and ruggedly handsome features.”


George Orwell uses diction, imagery, and details to create and dark and loathsome tone in his novel. The overall effect of the passage is that live is very miserable for the people living in this city. They have power and other basic necessities only as luxuries and the houses in which people live are old, and last but not least, they are constantly under the watch of Big Brother.

Is Big Brother Watching?

I believe that Big Brother is watching, but most people are not aware of it. We are constantly being monitored in places that you might think are private, but really there could be cameras anywhere. We are constantly under surveillance and are actions are monitored.  Although we are being monitored it is for the good of the people and for their protection. The cameras are usually used to try to identify suspects in a crime or to use as evidence for a court case. The problem is that some cameras are placed in totally unnecessary spots where people think that they are alone. Videos have helped in the past, and they are obviously not going to go away anytime soon.

“Found Poetry”

INGSOC

Down in the street: wind flapped, torn poster

The word INGSOC: Appeared, vanished

The sacred principle of INGSOC

The INGSOC

Newspeak

The INGSOC

Doublethink

The INGSOC

Mutability of the Past

Wandering

In a monstrous world

Alone

In a monstrous world

Dead past

In a monstrous world

Unimaginable

In a monstrous world

Living

In a monstrous world

WAR IS PEACE

The three slogans

WAR IS PEACE

FREEDOM IS SLAVERY
IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

Close Textual Analysis Comparing Winston and O’Brien’s Homes

Winston’s house is more like an apartment. They are very old apartments built in the 1800s and his room is simply a square with everything he needs to live inside it. He has a bed and a telescreen and that is about it. O’Brien’s house on the other hand is much different than Winston’s. O’Brien live in a mansion with butlers. He also drinks wine and has firm, well-made cigarettes. His house is large and lavish and he also has the ability to turn off his telescreen. He also has a kitchen in his house unlike Winston who has to eat in a cafeteria. He has all a manner of furniture and extravagant comforts that Winston and other outer party members are unable to have. He has better carpet

Wag the Dog

This is a good movie to show with 1984. It plays a role in telling about how and why propaganda is used, and what happens to people who go against the government. The most interesting part in the movie is when Stanley is angry that other people are taking credit for getting the president such high majority with their commercials so he wants to call in and get credit for everything he did. He says he would rather just have credit than money and an ambassadorship. The picture of Rumsfeld receiving flowers from a young Iraqi girl is a very familiar picture after watching Wag the Dog. This is a lot like when they have the girl and her grandmother on the boat and the girl gives the president flowers and the president gives the grandmother his coat. They both were made so that they would put whoever they were showing in favor with the rest of the people that were against him. 

Character Sketches

Big Brother: Big brother is a figurehead around which all the people of Oceania rally under. He is looked upon as a divine figure and is worshipped by all. Posters of him are tacked on walls and his name is everywhere. We are not really sure if Big Brother is still alive or if he ever existed at all. He is a ruggedly handsome man with a heavy black moustache. He is adored and worshipped by everyone. Anyone who is against Big Brother and even has bad thoughts about him “disappears”. He is looked upon as an all knowing god with his foil Goldstein looked upon as the devil.

Goldstein: Goldstein is the enemy of the party and the source of all of Oceana’s hated. He is the so called leader of the brotherhood. He is the figure used to describe everything that the party hates. It is said that he wrote a book simply called The Book that has all of his thoughts about the party. No one is really sure if Goldstein exists or if he ever existed. He was once thought to be almost on the same level as Big Brother. He was then exiled though and he made the Brotherhood and went against the party. Divinely speaking if the people look up to Big Brother as the all knowing god, then Goldstein would probably be thought of as the devil.

O’Brien: O’Brien is an inner-party worker who works in the Ministry of Truth and unbeknownst to Winston. The Ministry of Love. Winston sees him in the Ministry occasionally and he really has good feelings about him, like he can trust him and that there might be some rebelliousness within him. He one day talks to Winston about the principles of newspeak and tells him that he has the newest edition at his home. He gives him his address and Winston goes to his home. His house is very different from Winston’s. He has servants and a very large house. It is filled with extravagant furniture and fine blue carpets. The house smells of good food and wine, unlike Winston’s, which smells of boiled cabbage. O’Brien later gives Winston a copy of “The Book”. Winston is soon caught and he finds out that O’Brien has been working for the though police and he helped the party catch him. O’Brien had written “the book” and also made him confess. Nevertheless he still loves O’Brien almost more than he did before. O’Brien tortures Winston and eventually gets him to see the way the rest of the party sees. 

Winston: Winston is a member of the outer-party. He is very weak physically and mentally and is also very paranoid. Although he is a member of the party, in his own mind he is against Big Brother. He gets a diary and writes in it. He writes things that could easily get him arrested by the thought police. He is does not really care if they find it because he knows that he is going to die anyway s o he figures that he might as well get some of that stuff off his chest. He is in very bad physical condition. He has to rest all the time when he walks up stairs and he has a varicose ulcer on his ankle. His apartments are also in very bad condition. They have old rag mats on the floor and oversized posters of Big Brother adorning the walls. The whole building smells of boiled cabbage and the rooms are extremely small. His room as a telescreen and a bed. There is nothing else. There is one particular things about his room though, and that is that one corner of it is not seen by the telescreen. This is what allows him to write in a diary without getting caught. We also see that during the two minutes of hate, even though he has no strong feelings toward Big Brother or Goldstein, he still can’t resist joining the crowd when they are hissing and booing and cursing. He also meets Julia. His first impression of her is that she is a part of the though police. He immediately hates her and has a strong urge to kill her. She one day slips him a notes that say ‘I love you on’ and he immediately wants to meet her. He is in the cafeteria and he sees that she is in an open table. After several days he manages to get past all his friends and have a talk with her. They plan to meet somewhere else and then they finish up their lunch and leave. They continue to meet with each other and they become very close. Winston hides in Mr. Charrington’s shop. He turns out to be a part of the thought police and both him and Julia are caught and sent to the Ministry of Love. He is tortured and made to betray Julia. He is a different man once he out of the Ministry of Love, and he loves Big Brother.

Julia: Julia is a member of the ant-sex league and she also works in the Fiction Department. Winston does not know much about he but he thinks that she is a member of the thought police. She also does not like Big Brother and she is very rebellious. She reacts the most during the two minutes hate. She even throws a dictionary at Goldstein’s picture. She is not the political type and only does what she does so she can have pleasure and be happy. She loves Winston and they meet in the cafeteria and in the square. They also meet in several other places. They both like each other and they see each other often. They both know that because of this they will both die. They both live in Mr. Charrington’s attic where there is supposedly no telescreen. Winston tries to get her to read the book. He also tries to explain to her the principles of Newspeak and INGSOC. She gets bored of all the political stuff quickly though always falls asleep. They are eventually caught and she is tortured and made to betray Winston, who in turn also betrays her. She becomes less attractive and becomes chubby. He does not feel any love for her. She is lifeless and the spark that she once had is extinguished.

Victory Gin

Victory gin is the main alcoholic beverage of the outer party members. Throughout the novel we can see patterns in Winston’s consumption of this beverage. In the beginning he is trying to think of what life was like when he was a child and before the party and Big Brother took over. In order to remember he drinks victory gin. When he drinks victory gin it feels like someone hitting him on the back of the head. He feels pretty bad right afterward, but after he sleeps he feels a lot better and less depressed. In the middle of the book he does not drink any gin because he is not worried about is past, he is focused on the present and nothing else because he is with Julia. He drinks wine that is given to him by O’Brien, he is excited because he has heard of it and he cant wait to taste it, but when he does taste it he is disappointed. He can not even taste anything because his taste has been dulled from all the years of drinking victory gin. After he is tortured he starts to drink it to more of an excess than he did before. He keeps on remembering things form his childhood. He remembers how he once played a board game with his mom and sister and that been one of the only times when they were happy and when they got along. He drinks the gin in the beginning to try to remember what things were like, and also to try to not be so depressed. In the middle of the novel he doesn’t drink it at all because he is not worrying about what happened in his childhood and the age before Big Brother. In the end he is drinking the victory gin non-stop, this is because he can’t stop the flow of old memories and because of his torture and everything he has been through, he does not want to remember it so he drink until he forgets. He is so broken that he would rather die than go on living the way he does. Just drinking and playing chess in a bar.

Government

The government in 1984 as far as it is known is a large group of people of the inner party who coordinate the whole rest of Oceana. There does not seem to be a president or any indication of a single person who pulls all the strings.

Economics

The overall economy of Oceana is not really known. All the figures that are announced are purely propaganda. What we do know is that even though many of the citizens of Oceana are poor, it is only because resources are being withheld in order to maintain order. 

Religion

In the world of 1984, there only religion is the worship of Big Brother. Their god is Big Brother while the devil is Emanuel Goldstien.

Law

There are much more laws in the world of 1984 than in the world that we live in today. There are rules and regulations on everything you do, even stuff that they can’t see you doing. You can only think and do certain things and if you do anything that is not considered normal

Classes

There are three main classes in the world of 1984. There is the Inner Party, which gets all the perks that no one else gets such as wine, coffee, fine furniture, large houses, and the ability to turn on and off the telescreen. Then there is the outer party which does not get much of anything and they hold less important jobs. Then there are the proles who do not get any perks or any luxuries and they hold the lowest jobs of them all.

Inner Party

Gets all the perks that no one else gets such as wine, coffee, fine furniture, large houses, and the ability to turn on and off the telescreen.

Outer Party

Does not get much of anything and they hold less important jobs.

Proles

Do not get any perks or any luxuries and they hold the lowest jobs of them all.

The media/technology

The media is totally controlled by the party so everything that is shown on the telescreens or published in books is propaganda that supports the party. Nothing is ever said that might go against the principles of the party. They technology of 1984 has not progressed much since WWII. Only new ways of getting people to suffer have advanced

