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Development as Freedom by: Amartya Sen

Introduction:

By combining tools from economics and philosophy Amartya Sen has restored an ethical dimension to the discussion of vital economic problems. Overcoming many problems in the world is a central theme of development in which the expansion of freedom is viewed as both the primary end and principle means of development.  Development consists of the removal of various types on unfreedoms; for example poverty, tyranny, poor economic opportunities, social deprivation, intolerance, repressive states and neglect of public facilities.  There is a strong connection between individual freedoms and development; in which the assessment of progress must be in terms of whether freedoms people have are enhanced and the achievement of development is dependent on the free agency of people.  

The Perspective of Freedom

· Development has to be more concerned with enhancing the lives we lead and the freedoms we enjoy.

· Expanding the freedoms we have and value, makes out lives richer and allows us to interact and influence the world in which we live in.

· There are 2 reasons for the importance of freedom in the concept of development, evaluation and effectiveness
The Ends and the Means of Development 

· Expansion of freedom is viewed as a primary end (constitutive role) and principle means (instrumental role) of development 

· Instrumental freedoms- are interrelated components and enhance the capabilities of people 
· Ex- China /India contrast
Poverty as Capability Deprivation 

· There are influences on capability deprivation and poverty other than lowness of income

· Capability improvement to earn great earning power is important for the removal of income poverty. 

· Ex of deprivation- inequalities, India and Sub-Saharan Africa

Markets, State and Social Opportunity 

· The role of individuals in the markets are imperative to economic development

· The market mechanism is enhanced by social opportunities 

The Importance of Democracy  

· Developing and strengthening a democratic system is an essential component of the process of democracy. 
· Economic needs and political freedoms
· Direct importance, instrumental contributions and its constructive role
Famines and Other Crises 

· Hunger relates not only to food production and agriculture expansion but also to the functioning of the entire economy
· Famines occur even without a decline in food production
· Famine prevention – employment routes and institutions
· Democracy and famine prevention

Women’s Agency and Social Change

· Women’s well being and the active role of women’s agency 

· Education, Employment and Empowerment

· Increasing female well-being is directly related to enhancing economic, social and political areas of society

Population and Freedom

· Reducing fertility is important for economic prosperity and for the freedom of women
· Coercion and reproductive rights- the solution of the population problem calls for more freedom not less. 
Culture and Human Rights
· The value of personal and equality of freedom and the value of tolerance and equality of tolerance 

· Globalization: economies, culture and rights
Individual Freedom as a Social Commitment

· What difference does freedom make?

Conclusion:

This books presents, analyzes and defends a process of expanding the freedoms people have as an approach to development. The perspective of freedom has been used an effective factor in generating rapid trade. It illustrates how social, market institutions, administrations, the media and community contribute to the process of development and enhance individual freedom.







