                                  “AN ESSAY ON HARMONICALISM AND REFERENDALISM”

      Basically, harmonicalism is some kind of an “extracted philosophy” from Taoism, Confucianism and Jean Jacques Rousseau’s socio-political philosophy. But harmonicalism is originally my own concept on how to make “real democracy” work in any given society in our world. Harmonicalism wants to make all the democratic principles work properly and “naturally” in any society of this world. That’s why I developed some kind of a philosophical system that will make “real democracy” become a practical reality in any given society of this world. Taoism is a religious philosophy that advocates some kind of a highly-developed form of nature-worship. But Taoism also advocates such positive beliefs as the belief in the existence of the Lord God and Divinity and the belief in attaining eternal life. Taoism also advocates the respect and protection of the environment as a form of ceremony for attaining “personal salvation”. Taoism’s reverence for nature and its positive teachings regarding the existence of the Lord God and the Divinity and the reality of eternal life makes some Taoist principles truly compatible with harmonicalism. But harmonicalism is not a religion. Harmonicalism is a philosophy. Harmonicalism suggests that all religions which preach the existence of the Lord God and Divinity and the reality of eternal life are all true religions. To a “harmonicalist” all true religions are vital. Hence, religious bigotry is a fallacy. Those who preach that only the “Christians” can  be “saved” is teaching a lie. Those who believe that only the Muslims have the right to rule this world are fooling many people and their own selves. Those who say that only the Hinduists have the enlightened religion  are deceiving themselves and other people. All true religions are important and vital. Christianity, Islam, Judaism are all true religions. The same with Shintoism and Bahaism. All religions that preach the existence of the Lord God and Divinity and the reality of eternal life are all true religions. The function of a true religion is to ensure    the attainment of “personal salvation” to a human being who wants to find and choose “personal salvation”. People belonging to a true religion should not force other people to accept their own true religious doctrines, because other people may possess the same truths that they (the former) already had.  Such other people may belong also to another true religion. Because all true religions are vital, preaching the supremacy of a certain religion is a fallacy. Harmonicalism also advocates some Confucian principles. Confucian teachings on respecting the elderly and the search for a harmonious social order are compatible with harmonicalism.  But the liberalism of harmonicalism is not compatible with the dogmatic and conservative principles of Confucianism. Harmonicalism is in favor of social experimentations for implementing social changes. But harmonicalism advocates that such social experimentations for social changes should be done in accordance with democratic principles. Such social experimentations should also be peaceful, legal and constitutional. 

         The philosophy of harmonicalism is a philosophy that validates the natural and universal principle of the diversity of universe. The universe is diverse. The universe will always be diverse. A harmonicalist or harmonicalizer doesn’t believe in the pantheism of certain Hinduist sects. Yes I know that aside from one Lord God, it’s probably true that there are many divine gods and divine goddesses in our universe. But harmonicalism does maintain that this universe is filled with various beings who are truly diverse. Therefore, all the living beings in our universe are not one and, certainly, not the same. Harmonicalism also advocates that religious meditations should be done in a truly natural and universal environment. Such meditations done in “natural parks” are truly enlightening and therapeutic for the human spirit, soul and body. Harmonical philosophy validates that harmony 
   of inner forces within one’s human self should be properly maintained. The “inner forces” within a human being are made up of mental, physical, emotional, astral and spiritual forces. These inner forces should be in complete harmony with one another. The universe is diverse. Such diversity is eternal for the universe. Therefore, all living beings in this universe have to harmonize with one another and with nature and universe.
   Every living being in this universe wants to achieve harmony with all of the other living beings of this universe. 

   Every living being should also harmonize with the creative and good forces of nature and universe to achieve personal salvation. 

        The philosophy of harmonicalism also preaches the doctrine of personal salvation. The attainment of “personal salvation” is actually the attainment of eternal life. All religions which preach the doctrine of personal salvation and the reality of the existence of the Lord God and Divinity are all “true religions”. A “harmonicalist” or a “harmonicalizer” subscribes to certain Cartesian ideas. Descartes stated: “I THINK, THEREFORE, I EXIST.” Such a statement is a confirmation that “living existence” is really connected with faith and a “belief system”. Descartes had found out that a human being has to unify his/her “inner forces” in order to have a stable “belief system” and a satisfactory lifetime. “Living” is really “believing and living”. A human being has to believe the reality of eternal life in order to have eternal life. A harmonicalizer can clearly say: “I BELIEVE, THEREFORE, I LIVE.” Some skeptics may argue with the “doctrine of attaining personal salvation”. The “doctrine of attaining personal salvation” is not just a mere doctrine. The “doctrine of attaining personal salvation” is a reality in our universe. The laws of nature and universe are the actual proofs on the reality of eternal life in our universe. The Law Of Conservation Of  Matter And Energy states: “Matter and Energy can not be destroyed. Matter and Energy can only be transformed from one form into another.” All natural and universal laws are laws that can show the reality of attaining eternal life in our universe. All true religions preach that a human being has to believe in the existence of the Lord God and the Divinity and the reality of eternal life in order to have eternal life in our universe. A harmonicalizer has to have a true religion in order to attain a satisfactory lifetime and personal salvation or eternal life. A harmonicalizer is not only concerned with his/her present status. He or she should also be concerned with the pathways towards the attainment of personal salvation or eternal life in our universe.
        The philosophy of harmonicalism teaches the importance of morality in every society of this world. Morality  is in accordance with all of the natural and universal laws. Morality is the proper pathway towards achieving a satisfactory lifetime and receiving personal salvation or eternal life in this universe. Therefore, morality is vital for any human being and any society in this world and in the whole universe. A human being needs morality in order to harmonize all of his/her “inner forces” within himself/herself to live a stable, glorious and happy lifetime. A human being has to maintain his/her conduct of morality in order to strengthen his/her relationship with the Lord God and all of the “Beings which represent Goodness” (the Divinity). A human being has to live morally in order to have a stable faith and “belief system” in achieving eternal life in our universe. Every social reformer knows that morality is necessary for the regeneration and survival of any society in this world. The “ancient Roman nation” disintegrated because it failed to maintain social cohesion in accordance with the conduct of morality. Japan, Israel and China are prime examples of nations or societies which, since ancient times, were able to maintain social cohesion in accordance with morality and, up to the present times, are still maintaining social cohesion in accordance with morality. Japan, Israel and China, just like during ancient times, are still among the wealthiest and most powerful nations of this modern world.

        The philosophy of harmonicalism is advocating the use of natural and universal processes in our present world. This modern world is now filled with “artificial processes” which are against the basic natural and universal laws. Harmonicalism suggests that modern science and technology has to promote and encourage inventions, new methods and innovations which are in accordance (in harmony) with the basic natural and universal laws. Artificial processes only lead to disillusionments, pains, sufferings, pollutions and even destructions. “Natural processes” lead to satisfactions, pleasures, joys, healthy lifestyles and eternal lives. Most of the socio-political problems of this modern world can be attributed to extreme greed, excessive corruption and the so-much utilization of artificial processes. Many medical doctors and nurses of this modern world are more concerned with the acquisition of wealth, social power and juicy positions in governmental and private companies than helping to heal their wounded and sick patients. Medical doctors and nurses of this modern world should know that their professions are “humane professions” which help heal the wounded and sick citizens of this world. Modern medical science has to validate the other “alternative forms” of medicine which use “natural methods” of healing the wounded and sick patients of this world. Those are acupuncture, prayer rally, reflexology, herbal methodology, humor methodology and others. Those “alternative forms” of medicine are really effective, natural and healthy methods of healing the wounded and sick citizens of this world. All of modern hospitals in this world should have “licensed clinics” for such “alternative forms of medicine”. Such “licensed clinics” should be allowed to operate the “alternative forms of medicine” on certain occasions.  The use of “humor medicine” to heal certain patients has been a very effective form of “alternative medicine”. Laughter has an effective tool of allowing the human heart and the human mind to quell negative emotions and pessimistic attitudes. A positive outlook of the human heart and an optimistic perception the human mind can really work wonders for the over-all physical health of an individual human being. 
         The philosophy of harmonicalism is advocating “real democracy”. Democracy is the best socio-political system in this world because democracy is both natural and universal. “Real democracy” is the stage of democracy wherein all the natural democratic processes are being protected, allowed and safeguarded by the state and by all of the sectors of a society. “Real democracy” is also a socio-political system wherein a society is in complete harmony with all of the natural and universal laws of this world and the universe. In other words, “real democracy” exists in a society which implements harmonicalist principles. “Real democracy” really occurs in a “harmonicalist society”. The philosophy of harmonicalism is a philosophy which advocates an effective program of integration for all of the sectors of a society and a binding social contract for the government and the governed. A harmonicalist or harmonicalizer wanted a social system  which will not promote alienations, political disillusionments and wild social conflicts. I believe that the first human society in our world practiced “real democracy” with a “harmonical philosophy”. It means that the first human society in our world lived a societal lifetime practically in accordance with all of the natural and universal laws. It means that the first human society in our world lived a societal lifetime in real harmony with nature and universe. But confusions stepped in to some human minds which caused certain human beings to devise some “artificial” and repressive socio-political systems. However, many human beings from the past had either retained, or rediscovered democracy. Human history has a long list of human societies which practiced either regular democracy, or “real democracy”. But I certainly believe that those “democratized” human societies from the past actually practiced both regular democracy and real democracy. This is because “real democracy” is just a simple transition towards maturity of a regular democracy. I believe that a regular democracy “naturally” matures and blossoms into a “real democracy”. 
             A real harmonicalist or harmonicalizer will naturally advocate “referendalism”. “Referendalism” is a socio-political advocacy which wanted to utilize elections, referendums and recall elections on a truly regular basis for the actualization of “real democracy” in a human society. It means that all the members of the 3 major branches of a government should be “directly elected” by their constituents. This means that even the candidates for the position of Prime Minister should seek a direct mandate from their constituents. Even the members of the Supreme Court should also be directly elected by their constituents. Referendalism also validates the importance of consultations and referendums to settle sensitive public debates that may cause socio-political turmoil and crises. The use of referendum in settling a public debate on a certain socio-political issue that causes certain social tensions is a truly democratic method of resolving social tensions. Referendalism also advocates multi-sectoral representation at parliament or congress. Multi-sectoral representation means that a parliament or congress should have certain seats designated only for the elected representatives of the various sectors of the society. The labor sector should have 5 or 7 “elected sectoral representatives”. The farmers and peasants should also have 5 or 7 “elected sectoral representatives”. The government employees should have 2 or 3 representatives. The professionals should also have 2 or 3 representatives. The business sector should only be represented by one member of parliament or congress. And the list goes on…

          I advocate that all members of a presidential cabinet should all come from the parliament or congress. The “cabinet system” in Britain is the ideal form of a working cabinet of government secretaries or ministers. The reason why a presidential or ministerial cabinet should be made up of members of parliament or congress is because of public accountability. The members of a presidential or ministerial cabinet should be directly mandated by the people to serve in such governmental ministries. That would make the members of a presidential or ministerial cabinet become truly accountable to the people. I also advocate that all members of a Supreme Court should be directly elected by the people. The direct election for the members of a Supreme Court can be held simultaneously with the election of the members of parliament or congress. But those who would run for membership in the Supreme Court should not have and political party affiliation. Those who would run for membership in the Supreme Court should run as independent candidates without representing any political party. Those who would run as members of the Supreme Court should not present any political platform or socio-political program. They should run only according to their merits as justices or judges. They can present their social accomplishments to the media. The election advertisements for those who would run for membership in the Supreme Court should be limited to the print media only. This is to make the Supreme Court a truly neutral democratic institution without favoring any political party or social sector. I also advocate that a Prime Minister should also be directly elected by the people. It means that each of the political parties contending for supremacy in a parliament or congress should have 2 or 3 candidates for the position of Prime Minister. The people are the ones who will choose the right person to be Prime Minister by electing the candidate for that position. This would make the Prime Minister truly accountable to the people. The same should also be done to the office of Deputy Prime Minister. The Deputy Prime Minister should also be directly elected by the people. The elections for Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister should be national in scope. The election for the “sectoral seats” in parliament or congress should also be national in scope. This is because the “sectoral representatives”, Deputy Prime Minister and the Prime Minister would serve the national interests of a certain society.  The election for the membership in the Supreme Court should also be national in scope. The members of the Supreme Court represent the national interests of a country. 
         Referendalism advocates the formal use of elections, referendums and consultations by all social organizations, except the family, within a society. This means that even business companies, except truly small business partnerships and single proprietorships, should hold democratic elections for those who would sit as companies’ boards of directors. The stockholders of a certain corporation should not be the only ones who will decide to choose the members of the corporation’s board of directors. All the employees, workers and managers of a corporate firm should also decide who would sit as members of the corporation’s board of directors. The same with church offices. I believe that the electoral colleges of certain churches have elitist systems. That’s why I believe that all the ministers of a certain church, together with the chosen representatives of the lay people of such a particular church, should also participate in electing the ones who will sit as bishops, archbishops and the over-all archbishop of such a particular church of Christianity. The same should be done by all the other “true religions” in this world. The police and military have the same set-up of hierarchy and rigid rules’ structure. But referendalism can also be applied in the military and police. Consultations can be done among the rank and file members of the military and police to determine whom they want to be their immediate and high ranking superiors. Such consultations can be good factors to be reckoned with by government officials in placing those who would be the high ranking and top officers and officials of the military and police. But, again, I would like to state that the principles of referendalism can all be applied to both military and police. The basic unit of society, the family, is an exemption to referendal advocacies. In a family, decision-making for rearing the children naturally and exclusively  belongs to the parents. The parents would be the ones who will properly decide on how to take care of their children up to the time when their children become mature enough to be introduced to “adult independence”. “Adult independence” is the time when a child is ready enough to live independently according to his/her own lifestyle and source or sources of income. But parents 
   should respect and protect the human rights of their immature children. Many referendal principles are not applicable to family affairs. But the children’s human rights should be respected and protected by all parents around this whole world. But I believe that all referendal principles are really applicable to all social sectors 

   and human organizations within a society. Referendalism reflect the socio-political ideals of harmonicalism. 
             Referendalism advocates the creation of “people’s councils” within a society. A “people’s council” is a body of noted people who will act as an advisory unit for the government. A “people’s council” should be made up of private personalities who can clearly represent the aspirations of the social division which they are parts of. Such councils should be consulted by parliament or congress on certain matters. The “people’s councils” should be supported by the private sector. Such “people’s councils” should meet once or twice or thrice a month. These are the people’s councils which have to be formed: a.) religious council b.) ethnic council c.) multi-sectoral council d.) regional council e.) council of the elders. Such councils should promote harmony within a society. Referendalism is the application of harmonicalism in politics. 
               Referendalism advocates honest, clean and credible elections all over this whole world. Many developing countries have inaccurate, non-credible and dirty election systems. Referendalism advocates all elections in this world should be truly free, credible and honest elections. The officials of an election commission or electoral college should be appointed by the Supreme Court and a special selection jury, in 
   order that neutrality and non-partisanship are maintained in  an election commission or electoral college of a society. Pro-civil society groups should guard the whole electoral exercise, in order to ward off the cheating capabilities of certain elements within a society. There should be effective programs which will safeguard the credibility, cleanliness and honesty of the whole election process. Referendums and political surveys should also be honest, clean and credible. Elections and referendums reflect the people’s natural will on socio-political matters. The people’s natural will on socio-political matters is the will of the majority of the society on socio-political matters. Political surveys should be banned from one month before a local or national election would be held. Such would help in making a political election become really honest, clean and credible. 
                The philosophy of harmonicalism is also concerned with the harmonization of the inner forces within an   individual human being. That can only be done if such a human being will harmonize his/her inner forces. The inner forces within an individual human being are his/her thoughts, desires, motives, physical strengths, spiritual strengths, inspirations and the personal abilities to receive blessings and miracles. An individual human being should know how to harmonize his/her inner forces so that he/she can really harmonize with society and with nature and universe. An individual human being can only harmonize his/her inner forces through daily meditations and prayers. 
                    Referendalism advocates that every member of the society should express his/her personal ideas on making legitimate state governance become really effective to the whole society. The modern media can help on empowering ordinary individuals to express their ideas on democratic state governance. It is really nice to know that modern media is giving all the members of the society a chance to have a “5-minute fame” on T.V..

   Contests, real-life dramas and news coverage give ordinary people a chance to have a “5-minute fame” on T.V..

   I believe that winners of special contests on T.V. should be allowed to express his/her opinions on how an elected government can effectively govern the nation where such an individual belongs to. Open forums should also be featured regularly on T.V., so that ordinary members of a society can freely express his/her own comments on socio-political matters. Such would be real democracy on television. Such is a referendal advocacy. Media can effectively relay the socio-political comments of the ordinary members of a society or nation.
                    Referendalism advocates that the elected government has to make formal and informal consultations with the various representatives and leaders of all the sectors and groups of a society on important matters that may affect the whole society or nation. It is true that the government sometimes has to decide independently on some vital socio-political matters. But such consultations will keep such a government in touch with the actual socio-political realities facing the whole nation which such a government is governing. Consultations do help an elected government in trying to make the most effective solutions for certain current socio-political problems. Referendalism is about effective governance.
