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Contact Information
Instructors
Band Director

Mark Aguero

798-8665, x2044
ruhs.band@verizon.net
Band Student Leadership

Drum Majors

Tina Toomata, Megumi Yuhara
Drum Captain

Jonathan Berghouse
Horn Sergeant

Kristina Pierre-Louis
Equipment Managers
Thomas Sumner, Natasha Messinger
Section Leaders:

Flute


Erin Schwarze
Clarinet

Michael Henderson
Saxophone

Jessica Kiser
High Brass 

William Lee-Wagner
Low Brass

Tina Toomata
Pit


Alisha Sabrowsky
Band Council



Jay Jayasiri, Shonice Medlock, Michael Henderson
Check the Student Directory for phone numbers and email addresses.

Guard Student Leadership

Captain

Katie Pulte
Assistant Captains
Laura Gramcko, Trina Slemmons
Secretary

Dana Wacks
Historians

Mandy Fontaine, Jenny Bowler
Equipment Manager
Amanda King
Booster Board
President

Jo Toomata

542-4783
jtoomata@carrand.com
VP-Fundraising 
Rachel Hofman 
937-7063
rhofman@scottrobinson.com
Treasurer

Deni Pulte

371-7999
pultefam@verizon.net

Secretary

Carolyn Lee-Wagner
542-8819         leewagner.family@verizon.net
General

Kathy Swift

214-9935
swift_k@hotmail.com






374-3443 (Work)

Booster Mailing Address
RUHS Band Boosters
1525 Aviation Blvd
Redondo Beach, 90278

Website 
http://www.geocities.com/ruhs_email/band.html
Email Signup and Address Changes
leewagner.family@verizon.net
Student Information

Student Participation and Grading
Each semester a calendar of rehearsals and events is established for the units.  These performances are an extremely important part of the program and are both a reward and a mark of accomplishment resulting from the hard work that the students put in both in and out of the classroom.

Not attending these events can have an adverse affect on the student’s grade.

Students also receive a grade for their class attendance and participation. This is an activity based class and students are graded directly on their participation level.  If students are in class and participating they will receive full credit.  If they are in class but not participating or they are absent from class they do not and cannot receive the same grade as a student who is in class and applying themselves fully.


STUDENTS WHO MISS ANY OF THE REHEARSALS ARE SUBJECT TO BEING BENCHED FROM PERFORMANCES THAT WEEK.


Grading scale:

· Attendance/participation

40%

· Attendance at performances
40%

· Knowledge of material

20%
Students Responsible for Knowing the Schedule
Students are responsible for knowing about all rehearsals and performances and showing up on time for them.  The general schedule is distributed at the beginning of each semester, but there will be changes and some event times are not finalized until a few days before.  Students should follow these basic steps to ensure they stay informed:
· Post your semester schedule in a prominent place (such as the fridge)

· Mark all dates in your school planner

· Look at Mr. Aguero’s board daily and note changes to the schedule (this is the most up-to-date info; check it!)

· Listen for announcements from the teachers and student leaders

· Bring home any flyers given to you and give them to your parents promptly

· Make sure your parents are on the band email list

Student Leadership Role

The student leadership plays a strong role in the program.  Students are expected to follow directions from the student leaders.  Student leaders have the authority to assign punishments (laps, push ups) for infractions such as tardiness, forgetting materials (instruments, dots, dot books, etc.), or inappropriate behavior.  Opportunities to apply for student leadership positions will be given near the end of the school year.
Marching Band Uniforms

Each member of the band will be fitted for a marching uniform over the summer.  This uniform will be worn when performing at football games and competitions.  The main uniform, shako (hat), and shoes are stored in the band room and checked in and out for each performance.  When you wear the marching uniform, you are always responsible for having:
· Black socks (you’d be surprised how the judges can pick out those white socks)
· White band T-shirt (you pin your suspenders to this shirt)
Changing into Marching Uniforms
The band will change into marching uniforms together (yes, both boys and girls) either in the band room or on the bus.  Generally, everyone wears boxer shorts and their white T-shirts so it is not a big deal.  Be sure to wear appropriate undergarments so you don’t embarrass yourself (or anyone else).  
No Eating in Marching Uniform
There is no absolutely no eating while in marching uniform (band or guard) to ensure the uniforms stay clean for performances and to avoid high dry cleaning costs.  (You don’t want to be the one with the big chili stain in the middle of the field, so don’t do it!)  Think ahead and eat before you get into uniform.  For football games, eat dinner before call time - either at home or at one of the local restaurants.  It’s a long game if you are hungry.  You will get water and a non-messy snack such as gummy bears at the 3rd quarter.  For competitions, the boosters generally provide bagels and juice if there is an early call time.  Be sure to take advantage of their breakfast or eat at home.
Band Red Shirt and Jacket

Band members also need to purchase a red band polo shirt and a band jacket.  These items are worn in various situations when the band wants to present a uniform look in the stands.  For instance, students will change into their red shirts after performing at a competition and will also wear their red shirts when performing in the Pep Band during basketball games.
Concert and Jazz Uniforms

Special shirts were purchased last year for the Concert and Jazz bands.  Details are not finalized, but tuxedo pants will probably be purchased this year.  
Uniform Costs

A marching uniform fee is built into the fall obligation to cover cleaning and uniform “wear and tear”.  In addition, all students will pay a one-time shoe fee their first year.  If a different shoe size is needed later, no additional fee will be charged.  Students need to purchase their own red shirt and jacket (see Money Matters section below).  Spring uniform fees will be finalized later in the year.
Get Picked Up Promptly from Events

Make sure you are picked up promptly after rehearsals, games, competitions, etc.  This means your parent should either be there at the time indicated or, for events where the time is a bit indefinite, call them as soon as possible after the event (e.g., from the bus after competitions, from the field as soon as a football game is over).  There have been continuing issues with late parents after rehearsals.  The instructors cannot leave until all students are picked up and it is not fair to them to have to wait an extra 30-45 minutes.
Football Games

The unit will perform at half time during every home football game.  Call time is usually about 5pm with the games starting at 7pm.  Student pick up after the game is about 9:30 to 10pm.

Field Show Competitions
The unit will compete in six Saturday field show competitions in the fall and possibly a regional competition if they qualify.  Call times will vary and won’t be known until a few days before the event.  Bus transportation is provided for the students.  Generally, every other year one fall competition will be an overnight event (Fall 2005: no overnight fall competitions).
Students will take turns being on the equipment loading and unloading crews.  There will be sign ups and all will be required to participate at some point.  Students on the loading crew will have an early call time and those on the unloading crew will require a later pick up.  In past years, female students have only been allowed on the loading crew due to security concerns.  Students are responsible for informing their parents when they are on these crews.

The Boosters will provide a meal to students, as well as ample water supplies, at each competition.  Efforts are made to accommodate students’ special dietary needs. However, students might also want to bring money for snacks and trinkets (t-shirts, buttons, pins, etc.) that can usually be purchased at the competition.
Students can elect to participate in a “Secret Buddy” gift exchange for competitions.  Each student that participates is given the name and information sheet of another student and buys a small gift (it should fit in a lunch bag and only cost a few dollars) for their buddy for each competition.  A clue as to their identity is included in each gift.  After the last competition, secret buddies are revealed.
Spring Festivals

The Concert Band will compete in two festivals during the Spring and a regional festival if they qualify.  Festivals are generally held on week days and students might miss some classes.  The Jazz Band has its own festivals.   An overnight spring festival is generally scheduled every other year in the off year from the fall overnight competition (Spring 2006: overnight spring festival).

Concerts
The Concert Band will perform in various concerts throughout the year: the All City Band Concert, Veterans’ Day Concert, and Spring Concert.  The Jazz Band has its own performances, including the popular Jazz Under the Stars on the RUHS Auditorium lawn towards the end of the school year.
Student Social Events

The student leadership generally plans one student social event each month (e.g., picnic, Rocky Cola night, movie night, Mulligans).  Students are not required to participate, but it is part of the fun of being in band.

Awards Banquet
An awards banquet is held at the end of the year where many student awards are given out by the instructors.  The new Student Leadership team is also announced.   Most students and many parents attend this event.
Parent Information
Band Boosters Organization
The RUHS Band Boosters is an organization of parents, guardians and friends of the members of the Marching Band, Dance Guard, Concert Band, Jazz Band and Steel Drum and Percussion Unit.  The Boosters help the instructors provide a strong program for our students through financial support and volunteer work.  This is a big job that requires a great deal of time and effort.  All parents are expected to pitch in and help! 
Each year elections are held at our Annual Awards Banquet to fill the Board of Directors for the following year.  The new Board then appoints the Booster Officers.  The Board and Officers set the budget for the group. The Booster members and students work together on the fundraising activities.
Parent Participation
As a parent or guardian the following things will be required of you this year.  Please remember that we are here for our children and to help as much as you can.

· The student obligation of $350 is due in full by October 15 whether you choose to write a check or fundraise.
· Attend the four parent meetings this year (Fall, November, January, and Spring).
· Participate in all unit fundraisers.  Go beyond just fundraising to cover your personal obligation.
· Volunteer for at least two tasks (e.g., uniform distribution, papering the bleachers, food assistance at a tournament, equipment assistance.).  Jobs will be explained and the sign up sheets available at the Fall parent meetings. 
· Donate at least one case of bottled water.  We need a minimum of 60 cases of water for the fall season.
· Attend as many football games, competitions and concerts as you can.  The students need your support at each event.
· Be positive and supportive to all the unit members and the staff.
· Help your student be on time for all rehearsals and events and come prepared with all necessary equipment (instruments, black socks, white shirt, red shirts, jackets, etc.)

· Pick your student up promptly after rehearsals and events.  Don’t make the instructors wait!

Money Matters
$350 Fall Obligation Due Oct. 15
Each member of the unit is required to contribute $350 for the fall competition season.  Since the school district cannot provide sufficient funds to support the needs of the band and dance guard programs at the high school, this amount is the essential minimum to cover such things as choreography, music arrangements, uniform maintenance, event food and other basic expenses.  The organization needs these funds paid on time in order to meet the unit’s ongoing expenses.  Unit fundraising then goes further to provide the funds necessary to support a successful program. 
You may pay your $350 by writing a check in that amount to the RUHS Band Boosters or through participation in special individual fundraising opportunities (see Fundraising section).
Additional Purchases for First Year Students

In addition to the fall member obligation, if your child is a new band member, you will need the following items as part of their uniform.  Please see the order form for details on costs.
· One-time marching shoe fee
· Red polo band shirt

· Band warm-up jacket

· White band T-shirt (Free to first year students)

All of these items need to be ordered and paid for by the end of band camp (see order form).

Replacement Items for Returning Students

Returning band members will need to replace any of the items above that have been lost or outgrown including the white T-shirt.   Outgrown shoes can be traded up with no extra fee.

Photos

A professional photographer will take shots of the entire unit, individuals, and sections on the first morning of the Rehearse-a-thon.  You will receive photo order forms before then.  If you want to order photos, the forms and payment will need to be turned in the day of the photo shoot.

DVD/Video

If enough parents express interest, a videographer will film throughout the field show season and produce a compilation DVD/video.  This is a wonderful keepsake of the season!  See the order form for details.

Booster Shirts and Jackets

Optionally, parents can purchase red booster shirts and booster jackets to wear to events.  See the order form for details on prices.  The kids love to see that big blob of red in the stands when they are performing. 

Spring Obligation

Expenses for the spring season are much less than fall (whew!) and will be discussed at the January parent meeting.
Publications

Parent and Student Directories
The boosters distribute a directory each year with the contact information of those releasing their data.  This information is useful when trying to set up carpooling, ask questions, etc.  Your name will only be included in the directory if you complete and return the Directory Form or provide the information in an email to leewagner.family@verizon.net.  A student directory might also be distributed this year.
Parent Email News

There is an email newsletter for the band and dance guard that comes out as needed to keep parents informed about calendars and events.  You are encouraged to get on this email list by sending an email to leewagner.family@verizon.net.  And don’t forget to actually read the email!
Newsletter

A newsletter gets mailed to homes about every 2 months.  If you change your address, be sure to let the boosters know by sending an email to leewagner.family@verizon.net.

Website
A website containing schedules, forms, photos, and various flyers is maintained at: http://www.geocities.com/ruhs_email/band.html.
Fundraisers
Fundraising is a most critical component of a successful band and dance guard program.  It provides a means for members to meet their financial obligations and brings in the additional funds needed to support a truly exceptional program with a wide variety of performance and competitive opportunities.

Individual Fundraisers

Individual fundraisers provide an alternative channel for members to meet their fall obligation, although everyone is encouraged to participate and earn money beyond their own obligation.

Bingo

You can earn $40 per shift worked at various Tuesday and Sunday bingo dates reserved for the band and dance guard.  Sign up at the beginning of the year Parent Meetings or via the information provided in the bingo letter.
Rehearse-a-thon
Each student has an opportunity to solicit pledges for the many hours he/she will spend at the two Rehearse-a-thon sessions in September.  Take advantage of this opportunity by contacting relatives, friends, neighbors, teachers, and local businesses to pledge to this student endeavor.  Sponsors will receive a receipt for their tax-deductible contribution.  See the Rehearse-a-thon letter and sponsor signup sheet for more details.
Community Cards

Discount cards for local business will be available to sell for $10.  Each card sold provides a $5 credit toward your obligation.  More details will be provided at the Parent Meetings.  
Unit Fundraisers

Unit fundraisers benefit the entire unit, band and dance guard.  These fundraisers are critical to a successful program. 
Holiday Boutique

Right before winter break we sponsor a holiday boutique where various items are auctioned off.  We need parents to get their favorite businesses to make donations, invite their friends and family to attend the event, bring food items for the bake sale and come themselves to bid.
Sea Hawk Classic Dance Guard Competition

In the spring, RUHS hosts a dance guard competition.  Parents and students from both the guard and band will be asked to pitch in to make this a continued success.  The proceeds from this fundraiser are split 75% to the dance guard fund (since they do all the organization) and 25% to the unit.
Group Fundraisers
In the spring, the unit separates more into individual groups: dance guard, concert band, etc.  Separate fundraising efforts support the various competitions in which the groups participate.
Tickets to Performances and Bake Sales

Concert performances provide fundraising opportunities for the various bands.  Ticket sales let the students raise money by doing what they do best – performing.  Bake sales raise additional funds and are appreciated by those families that have to rush through dinner to attend the performance.  Be prepared to donate baked goods and help sell at various times throughout the year.
Winter Fantasy Formal

The dance guard sponsors the school’s Winter Formal dance allowing them to earn additional funds.
Car Washes

The student leadership sponsors special car washes in the summer to help pay for their Leadership Camp expenses.  One student car wash is also worked by the entire student population to cover expenses for their many social activities during the year.  Please bring them your dirty cars.  Car washes are always held at the Papa Johns at the corner of Beryl and Prospect – tell them thanks when you order a pizza!
Marching Band Uniform Fund
A new uniform has been picked out for the marching band, but sufficient funds have not yet been raised to finalize the order.  The current uniforms are over 11 years old and have been altered many times.  Special fundraising may occur during the year to try to make the new uniforms a reality.
Keep Your Info Together in Red Folder

Your handbook was distributed in a red folder.  Please use the folder throughout the year to keep all your Band and Dance Guard information together and make it easy for you to find things.

Inside the folder are several loose forms and flyers:

· Order Form (return with check by Sept. 1)
· Rehearse-a-thon Parent Letter and Sponsor Sign up Sheet (start getting sponsors now)
· Directory Sign Up Form (complete and return at Parent Meeting)
· Bingo Letter (sign up for bingo at Parent Meeting)
· Fall Band Schedule (post on your fridge so you don’t forget dates)






PAGE  
1

