RUHENSTROTH WATER RESOURCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

JANUARY 3, 2007 MEETING NOTES
Note to readers:  the following information has been taken from personal notes and recollection provided by Nick Zaninovich, a member of the committee.  These notes are presented in a “bullet-item” format, and were never intended to be used as formal “meeting minutes”, and therefore should not be interpreted as such.

County representatives attending:  Mitch Dion, Carl Ruschmeir, Doug Johnson

One purpose of the Water Resources Planning committee will be to focus on wastewater and stormdrain issues.  However, drinking water is primary concern.
The County has looked into a water system for this area previously, and the County Engineer has updated that plan.

The County has approved the Settlemeyer development, which includes 85 units to be connected to a public water system.  Project start date is unknown.  Settlemeyer properties adjacent to the river may have good potential for a well site, but no analysis has been performed yet.

County is working with BLM to obtain an easement to construct a 14” water line from Fairgrounds Well to Old Industrial Park as part of a looped-system concept to tie Ruhenstroth into a water system of some sort in the future. Beekhof will be required to construct the 14” water line even though his water rights are not transferred to this well. County is looking at intertying to Gardnerville Water Company, which is the most available, proven source of water known to date (system currently extends out to the tanks behind the hospital).  Gardnerville Water Co. will have extra capacity until Virginia Ranch is 100% built out (approximately 1,000 homes) in approximately 20 years.  
Both Minden and Gardnerville water companies are selling down water rights not needed for current service areas.

The demand for 700 potential water system connections from Ruhenstroth & Settlemeyer will require approximately 1,000 gpm demand, with a 1 million gallon storage tank.

A County well will be constructed on a portion of the Old Sawmill site.  No environmental evaluations of the site have been performed yet.  It is not known if pressure treating was performed on the site or not. 

479 Ruhenstroth parcels have water wells – unknown how many of these wells have agricultural rights.

Without a new well, water tank, or service connections, County Engineer estimates water system construction to cost about $6 million (2006 dollars).   Nick estimates $3,500 to $5,000 per service connection, not including tie-in to household plumbing.  A 1,000 gpm well is estimated to cost $1M-$2M, and a 1MG water tank is estimated to cost $2.5M-$5M,not including property acquisition in today’s dollars  Engineering, administration, and construction management expenses can be estimated at approximately 15%-20% of total estimated construction costs .  Service fees are unknown at this time.
Various funding sources may exist, including AB 198, which could fund 57% to 75%, depending on findings, such as household median income (HMI), public health issues.  AB 198 requires a corresponding match.  Money may also be available from State Legislature appropriations.
Pressure to construct a sewer system goes away with a public water system.  Without public water system, need for sewer system intensifies.   Nick doesn’t have an estimate for what t his might cost.

 Mitch Dion said that there is a “data gap” in the Ruhenstroth and Fish Springs area.  Soils are tight and deep, creating additional complications.  As a result, County has never performed a pumping test on the Fairgrounds well for concern of the volume of water that would be required to perform such a test, resulting in a fear of drying up nearby wells.  Therefore, the Fairgrounds Well pumping capacity is unknown.

Rick Oliver, a member of the committee, is an employee of the State Engineer’s office, and presented information concerning decreed water rights.  Approximately ½ of Ruhenstroth has decreed water rights available, typically up to July (“junior rights’).  These rights amount to approximately 4 acre-feet per acre (approximately 1,200 acre-feet for a 300 acre area).
A discussion regarding the County’s “data gap” in the area resulted in suggestions for the County to perform a study to obtain the required data.  Speculatively, groundwater recharge and conservation efforts could result in a “delay strategy’ for construction of a water system.  Water from the decreed water rights for the area could be agglomerated and used for aquifer recharge.  Several suggestions were made concerning conservation and recharge, including discontinuation of use of groundwater for agricultural purposes in the area, and use of surface water instead.  Another idea was to dam up some of the eastern canyons to capture stormwater runoff from the lower Pine Nuts for recharge purposes.  Additionally, water could be pumped and treated from the river and injection recharged through various wells that are currently not under use in the area. 

A subcommittee of three individuals was formed to develop a questionnaire for the neighborhood regarding nitrates, and who has re-drilled wells.  This information must be distilled before being provided to the County as a measure to protect privacy and threat of public disclosure.

Next meeting scheduled for 4:30 PM January 17, 2007 at RVFD.
