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	High School Summer Reading 2006 

	June 2006
Dear Parents: 
Summer is a time for reflection and intellectual renewal.  We are hopeful that it is also a time of preparation for the academic year ahead.  Specifically, we are requiring students to read one novel from the required list during their summer vacation.  We believe, as Richard Steele expressed centuries ago, “Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” 
            
New York State has implemented more rigorous English Language Arts Standards over the last few years.  At the heart of these standards are skills that involve extensive reading, analysis of literature, and a comprehensive examination.  This exam is a six-hour, multi-task Regents exam that assesses critical thinking and these skills.  As you know, we are striving for our Regents Examination scores to rank among the very best on Long Island and in New York State.  

In order to maintain this high level of achievement for years to come, we are requiring all of our students to complete a Summer Reading Assignment packet.  With your cooperation and encouragement, we believe that these reading assignments will help our students grow intellectually as they prepare for the 2006-2007 school year.  

Students will be given the assignment packet and a list of the required texts before the last day of class this June, and they will be required to complete this assignment and hand it in to their English teachers by the end of the first week of September.  This assignment will count as your child’s first test grade for the new school year.       
If you have any questions about the reading requirements, please see the “Summer Reading” link on the Roosevelt English Department website, http://www.geocities.com/rufsd_english or call the school at 516-354-7200.  All the materials necessary for completion of this assignment can also be found on the website. 
We wish you, and yours, a warm, happy, relaxing, and productive summer.   
Sincerely yours,

The Roosevelt High School English Department


