Commonly Used Unix Commands

28th Apr

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	diff
	Displays all the differences between two files or directories to the screen
	diff {file1} {file2}

	ln
	Creates a symbolic link from {source} to {dest}.
	ln -s {source} {dest}

	mkdir
	Makes a sub-directory named "dirname" in the current directory.
	mkdir dirname

	rmdir
	Removes the directory "dirname".
	rmdir dirname 



	which
	Reports the directory from which the {command} would be run if it was given as a command line argument.
	Which {command}


29th Apr

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	env
	Prints out the values for all the current environment variables
	env

	rm
	Removes files
	rm filename(s)

	find
	Searches the named directory and it"s sub-directories for files
	find . -name "t*" -print

	cmp    
	Compares the contents of two files from each other. Reports the first different character found, and the line number. 
	cmp {file1} {file2} 

	file
	Looks at "filename(s)" and tells what type of files they are
	file filename(s) 


1st may

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	uniq    
	Removes repeated lines in a file    
	uniq {file}

	tail        
	Displays last few lines of a file
	tail {file}

	head
	Displays first few lines of a file
	head {file}

	sort 
	sort the lines of the file 
	sort {file}

	script
	saves everything that appears on the screen to file until exit is executed
	script {file}


2nd may
 
	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	cat
	Prints out ( to the screen ) the contents of the named file.
	cat {file}

	finger     
	finger shows who is currently logged on the system, with limited information about them
	finger {login-name} 

	who    
	Shows who is currently logged on the system
	who

	kill
	Terminates a process with the process id of PID 
	kill -9 {PID}

	compress
	Reduces the size of the named file
	compress {filename} 


3rd may

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	chown
	changes file owner.
	chown {new owner} file

	comm     
	compare two sorted files line by line 
	comm {file1} {file2}

	echo       
	Displays message on screen
	echo "message"

	fold
	wrap text to fit a specified width
	fold {file1}

	top
	list processes running in the system
	top 


4th may

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	alias
	create an alias.
	alias kk=ls

	cal     
	display a calendar 
	cal

	date       
	display date
	date "+%H"

	expr
	evaluate expressions
	c=`expr $a + $b`

	id
	prints user id and group id information
	id root


5th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	env
	Display environment variables.
	env

	export    
	set an environment variable
	export PATH=$PATH:$HOME

	grep       
	search file(s) for a given pattern
	grep "pattern" *

	hostname
	print system name
	hostname

	ipcs
	report inter-process communication status
	ipcs


8th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	df
	Display free disk space
	df

	du
	Estimate file space usage
	du

	logname     
	Print current login name
	logname

	man
	Help Manual    
	man {command}

	nl
	Number lines and write files
	nl {file1} > file2


9th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	more
	Display output one screen at a time
	cat filetoread | more

	pg
	Display output one screen at a time
	cat filetoread | pg

	paste   
	Merge lines of files
	paste {file1} {file2}

	ps
	Process Status
	ps

	sed
	Stream Editor
	cat filetoread | sed 's/pattern1/pattern2/g' > filetowrite


10th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	tee 
	Redirect output to multiple files
	ls | tee dir

	touch
	Change file timestamps or create the file if not present
	touch samp

	umask
	Users file creation mask
	umask 0622

	uniq
	Uniquify files
	uniq {file}

	useradd
	Create new user account
	useradd [option] [user]


11th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	usermod
	Modify user account information. 
	usermod [option] [user]

	tac
	Concatenate and write files in reverse
	tac {file}

	su
	Substitute user identity
	su - root

	sleep
	Delay for specified time
	sleep 60

	seq
	Print numeric sequences
	seq -w 1 100


12th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	rcp
	copies file between machines. 
	rcp linux1:/home/file.txt linux2/home/file.txt

	read
	read a line from standard input
	read    

	which
	Locate a program file in the user's path
	which mv

	nohup
	Run a command immune to hangups
	nohup ls 2>/dev/null &

	export
	Set an environment variable
	export $PATH


15th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	fold 
	Wrap text to fit a specified width. 
	fold filetoread > filetowrite

	groups
	Print group names a user is in
	groups {username}

	top
	List processes running on the system
	top

	which    
	Locate a program file in the user's path
	which {command}

	xargs
	Execute utility, passing constructed argument list
	ps -ef | grep {username} | awk '{print $5}' | xargs rm -f


16th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	fsck 
	Filesystem consistency check and repair 
	fsck

	join
	Join lines on a common field
	join {file1} {file2}

	less
	Display output one screen at a time
	command | less

	nice    
	Set the priority of a command or job
	nice command

	passwd
	Modify a user password
	passwd


17th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	banner
	Filesystem consistency check and repair 
	banner "text"

	bc
	Binary calculator
	bc

	cal
	Display calendar
	cal

	clear
	clear the terminal screen
	clear

	model
	Prints model information of the server
	model


18th May

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	compress
	compress files
	compress {filetobe compressed}

	df
	report free disk space on file systems
	df

	du
	display the number of disk blocks used per directory or file
	du

	exit
	Exit the current shell
	exit

	model
	Prints model information of the server
	model


19th May
 

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	finger    
	display information about users
	finger {username}

	ftp
	file transfer program
	ftp {remote ip}

	mv
	move or rename files
	mv {file1} {file2}

	exit
	Exit the current shell
	exit

	script
	make typescript of a terminal session
	script


22nd May

 

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	history
	Display recently typed commands
	history

	ipcs
	Display infrormation on inter process communication.
	ftp {remote ip}

	who
	Display users logged on currently
	who

	exit
	Exit the current shell
	exit

	tty
	display terminal information
	tty


23rd May

 

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	mkdir
	creates a directory
	mkdir {dirname}

	rmdir
	remove a directory
	rmdir {dirname}

	whoami
	Display the username
	whoami

	exit
	Exit the current shell
	exit

	tty
	display terminal information
	tty


24th May

 

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	sh
	standard UNIX system shell and command-level language
	sh

	sort
	sort and collate lines
	sort {file1}

	uniq
	Unique lines
	unique {file1}

	exit
	Exit the current shell
	exit

	write
	write a message to another user
	write {user1}


25th May

 

	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	compress
	compress files
	compress {file}

	diff 
	display line-by-line differences between pairs of text files
	diff {file1} {file2}

	pwd
	display the pathname of the current working directory
	pwd

	env
	Display Environment variables & its values
	env

	write
	write a message to another user
	write {user1}


	Command
	Brief Description
	Usage

	compress
	compress files
	compress {file}

	diff 
	display line-by-line differences between pairs of text files
	diff {file1} {file2}

	pwd
	display the pathname of the current working directory
	pwd

	env
	Display Environment variables & its values
	env

	write
	write a message to another user
	write {user1}
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